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. the Grateful
Dead. has inactive periods,
Garcia has spent a lot of time
in other groups, usually of his
own making

He played pedal stee] in the
New Riders of the Purple
Sage- during their formative
year, joined with organist
Merl Saunders for a jazzier
sound, played obscure acous-
tc instruments in the blue-

Half Dead, All Live

&

stone Berkeley featured Too-
loos, a band led by Dead
bassist Phil Lesh and Sons of
Champlin guitarist Terry

Haggerty )

In addition to Garcia, Dead
keyboard man Keith God-
chaux and wife Donna on vo-
cals are in the group. Long-
tume Garcia associate John
Kahn handles bass, and Elvis

Presley drummer Ron Tutt
keeps rhythm. Newest mem-
ber John Rich fills in the
sound with tasty rhythm and
pedal steel guitars.

More than any other Garcia
band this one allows him
room to run through all his
guitar styles, often within a
single song.

In addition to original mate-
ral, the band plays staples
like Dylan's “*Simple Twist of
Fate”” and “Knockin' on
Heaven's Door,” featuring
Garcia on Dylanesque vocals.
The latter tune started almost
as an a cappella ballad, but
by the chorus was loping
through & reggae beat, with
country and blues overtones.

The biggest difference be-
tween this music and others

by the edge of your seat-
IT'S THE MOST

HILARIOUS SUSPENSE
RIDE OF YOUR LIFE!

Showcase for Garcia’s Styles

bands in back pockets, rock-
ing slowly to the chord
changes, or slow dancing in
couples (the packed dance
floor made the latter move-
ment difficult).

With Donna singing lead vo-
cal, “Stir It Up"" brought back
memories of the Wailers’ first
U.S. appearance, at the now-
defunct Matrix in San Fran-
cisco, where the slow-cooking
music pushed the crowd into a
quiet frenzy. The biggest dif-
ference 1s that the Garcia
band features three lead in-
struments where Bob Mar-
ley's group had none.

Like his guitar lines, Gar-
cla's vocals seem to develop
as he sings, with each line
sounding like it grows out of
the previous one. The loose
structure of the material al-
lows him to speed up, slow
down, and run through long
solos

Most important 1s that this

kin and friends received quiet
attention from an audience
that had come to see Garcia.
His official ‘*homecoming"
show will be Jan. 6 at San
Francisco's Great American
Music Hall.

200 Operas Learned

MILAN, Italy — In the
course of a lengthy career a
seasoned cymbalist in a first-
class opera company may
learn the part for 200 or more
operas. Musicians jest that a
cymbalist 1s paid more per
note than anyone else




