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Introduction

This writer, in American Tribal Hi her Education, has traced the

e e o v W i s e

development of post-secondary educatnondl proglamc for American Indnanﬁ
and has commented upon the almost cxclusvvely Anglo~Amor|can nature of
those programs as developed for Indians by non~Indians. The failure

of most United States universities and coll;ges to develop courses in
American Indian Studies is seen as being directly related to the Anglo-

American orientation of United States universities and to thear betng

part of a network of Anglo institutions des;gned consc;ously or other~

Vwise, to suppress or ignore non-Anglo cultural herltages.

S S ——

The Significance of the Native People

and Heritage

lt.is estimafed that there are mofgithah:thifty millibn Americans
épeékfng native Indian languages 1fving in-the Americas today, whi!e
perhaps as many as one hundred miilion Am;ricans possess some degree of
native ancestry. The native genetic heritage is clearly the d)m:nant

a

strain in Paraguay, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuacor, Mexico, Greenland and most
guay ) '

‘of Central America, while indigenous ancestry is one of the' important

elements in the racially-mixed populations of Chile, Colombia, Venezuela,
Brazil, and Panama. Elsewhere in the Americas, as in the United States,

Canada, the West Indies, Uruguay and Argentina, the Indian racial heri-

tage has been important in certain regions or provinces but has tended to
#
be absorbed within a dominantly African or European population.

ORI

Nonetheless, 'Indians' and tribal groups survive in every mainland American
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republic (except in Uruguay wherc a rural mg;iiﬁg or mixed-blood pépulation
alone survives) and even on a few Caribbean islands. |

It is difficult to estimate the number of persons of native descent
currently residing in the United States because the census has never sought
to enumerate all such persons and because much mixture took place during the
colonial period.- There are, however, ;t least five million individuals with
a significant degree of Indian anceétry, including some 600,000 members of
‘tribal organizations and }he bulk of the Mcxican-American population. In
addftion, several millfons of Anglo-Americans, Afro-Americans, Puerto Ricans,
French Canadians, and other persons possess varying degrees of native descent.
Black Americans, in particular, share in the Indian genetic legacy. One
surveY.indicates that about one-thifd of fhe Afro~Americans gamp!ed knew
of an Indian ancestor. Historical records fndicéte exfens?ve African-Indian
{ntermingling in the West Indies and the southern United States during'the
colonia]_peridd. Entire»iribal grgups were absorbed info.the black poéuiation
in fﬂe South ana the Wesﬁ Indies and that proce§s continues in séme éreas
Vto the presént day. )

In summafy, it is'quitébobvioué that the'geneti;.legacy of theA
Nafiée American is great indeed, especially as one considers thg whole
'of the Ameriéas. It is also apparent from population statistics that
the Indian and part~Indian péoples of the Americas are increasing in number
at a rapid rate, particularly as compared with predominantiy middle-class
European-derived groups. In Ehe'United States, as well as in Latin America,
the Indian-part Indian population pbssesses a very high birth rate and the.

proportion of persns‘of native descent in the total population will doubtless

steadily increase in the future,

It may well be that as many as 30 million (maxium estimate)
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or 10 million (minimum estimate) United States citizens possess some degree

of indigenous American ancéstry. For the majority of thesc people, of course,

the amount of Indian '"blood" is proportionally slight but the fact of a firm :
gehetic conhcctipn with America's ancient-past is a reality nonéthcless.

For example, a person ﬁhose last pure Indian ancestor was born in ca. 1800
could be descended from as many as 2,000 Indians who‘were living when
Christopher Columbus first landed in the Bahamas. -

In summary, the biological or genétic ]égacy of thé:Nétivé American
is of considerable sigﬁificance, especially from Mexico to Paraguay. In
-_thé United States, it would seem cleér that the modern North American people
‘have collective roots which'eﬁtend not only to Eurcpe, Af?ica, and Asia but

also back into the ancient American past.
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The Historical and Cultural Leqacy

{In The United States)

The way of life of the dominant population in the United States

- is often referred to as '"VWestern EurOpean" or simply as "Western" (i.e.,

a part of '"Western Civilization' ). In point of fact, however, much that

is boslc to this way of 1ife originated tn?the Hiddis Ense and Rsrth ‘
Africa (the vheel, monumental architecture, supra-tribal political organ~
izations, horticulture, Christianity, Judaism, et cetera). The culture

" of the dominant North American population is thus a very mixed or hetero-

geneous heritage.

Tnis mixed herntage, which has become the common legdcy of all

_North American people, also derives & sagnnflcant part of its character

from contrlbutions made by Natuve Amerlcan groups. To a considerable

degree all uho reside in the Unlted States have become "Indlanlzed“

while at the same time, of course, lndnans have become “Europeanuzed”

Unfortunately, this process of borrownng from the native pOpulatuon has

been largely overlooked by students of so-called ‘MAmerican Civilization

and is, therefore, not well understood by the average citizen.

The various European groups which invaded North America several

" centuries ago were all proud and ethnocentric peoples. They.ordinarily

considered themselves to be superior to other, culturally different,

populations and even, in some instances, held themsélves to be divinely-

ordained conquerors or Weivilizers." This supremely egotistical view-

Jed the English and the Spanish, in particulér, ;o ngnimize the

point
which gradually evolved in

native influence upon the styles of living

the conquered portions of North America. That the Englieh of Virginia
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end New Englend were, for example, cconomica]ly dependent upon native
Envéntiqns (tobacco, maize, hominy, squash, pumpkins, maple syrup,
et cetera) did not lead to more favorable attitudes towsrds the Indians
nor did this dependence lead to any early }ntcllcctua] recognition of
the presence of a medified culture.

Tragizally, the ethnocentric insularity of AngIOHAmericans .
(English- sPLaknng persoas) ~did not diminish with time. Even as the
English way of I:fe was being mOdlflCd by forest warfare tactics, the
fur trade, the indian slave trade, dressed deerskin clothing, the éanoe,
the tcbaggon, thne political influence of the lroqudis confederation,
thousands of rative place ﬁames, hundreds of indian words, and numerous
o her items, the An-io-dinelican persisted in obscuring the origin of these
changes. The way of life and styie of dress of Daniel Boone, for exanple,
was-high}y Indianizid but Doonc was not, and is not, regarded as an

deianized‘nerscn Ra;her, his type of deerskin clothing has been regarded

simply as a "'pionez r” stvle varlant of Anglo—Amerucan culture. Each

trait borrcwed from tha native was emottona]l Uassimilated' and thereb
. Y _ Y

became, in the ncpuZar mind, a non-lndian trait.

-

ln the Same wanneir, of course, the Anglo-American has taken over

Afro-American rusics! coutributions and made them emotionally his own.

The sigin ance of tHI' cnrcumstance conS|sts in the fact that

while the European has indsed become Amerlcanlaed (Indianized) and

Afrlcanlzed this process has rot served to materially diminish the
The latter is
é

sustained, in great measurc, by sheer ignorance as regards the origin of

Anglo's cthnoccntl-c ccawviction cf cultural supernornty

much of what the Anglo regards as 'his ownlV
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Contributing to this ignorance has been the fact that Anglp-

American scholars who write about North American history have tended to
be products of their own particular ethnic past. That is, they dnve ordi-

narily seen historical events through the eyes of Anglo-American “pioneers'!

and "empire-builders.' Thus most general histories of the United States

are not histories of North America as a region nor are they histories of
all of the many peoples who have resided in and contributed to the

evolution of the United States. On the contrary, most such works are

essentially chronicles of the Anglo-European conquest and of the develop-

ment of the English-speaking white people during the succeeding four
centuries. The test of any work whxch purports to be a genera] history

of America is whether lt commences with the 20,000 year story of the

"Native Americans or whether it dismisses the 'aborigines'' as ‘a part of

the Yenvironment' and focuses its initial attention upon the “Old Wor1d"

herifage of the colonists.
If the history of-Améri;a is properly only the Anglo-European

conquest, then thé history of England would be only the Germanic conquest

and subsequent events, which would obviously be absurd. Engl;sh hlstory

begins with the earliest pernod that Engllsh historians can d|scover and

then deals with the various Celtic groups, the Roman occupation, the later

Celtic states, and finally the Germanic conquest To leave out thc pre-

Germanic period would be to 1eave out an lmportant gart of the hlstory

of England, and in the same way the ledving out of the story of thc Native

American has rendercd Amer:can h:story incomplete.

0f coursc, many would argue that it is impodsible th deal with the

history of the Indians because they had no written records; this, however,

t
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is not a legitimate argument since the historians largely fail to integratc
Hispano~American history despite the presence of large amounts of writton

documentation. The abscnce or presence of written sources does not appear

to be a real reason for Ang]0~EU;0pGan provincialism in history.
Although the natives of what is now the United States left few
books and namuscripts of their own, they left a Qery large number of
primary sources in the form of artifacts, village sites,.cliff-
dwellings, témple mounds, and other types of evidence with\grea; Eis-
toric value. Many archeologists have been studying and |ntcrpretlng

this material for usc by the historian, but it must be confessed that

few of the latter have ever made use'of this wealth of data. Likewise,

there is no lack of written documentary material dealing with the
Indian from 1513 to the present. In fact it is to be found in almost

.every library and microfilm collectjon.

If is unfortunate indeed that the training which most American

historians and educators receive is so European-oriented that it

seems to blind them to the noH~Europcan cultural legacy. The first

European settlers invariably adopted Indian farming techniques, foods,'

methods of transportatlon, herbology, fighting hechncqucs, forest=~lore,

clothlng, and many other items. To cite specific examples, one wou 1d

do well to recall that such thxngs as corn, homany, tomatoes, potatoes,

many kinds of squash and beans, canoes, tobaggons, quonset huts, leathcr

Jackets, moccasing, squaw boots, tobacco, cigarettes, pipes, many kinds

of ‘herbs, domestncatcd turkeys, many words in our languagc and a

number of other items had an lndlan origin. They are JUSt a part of our

-

civilization. A. lrving Hallowell of the University of Pennsylvania has

e
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Our contacts with the tndians have affected our speech,
our economic life, our clothing, our sports and

recreations, certain indigoneous religious cults,
many of our curative practices, folk and concert

o music, the novel, poetry, drama, and even some of
our basic psychological attitudes, and onec of our
social scicnces, anthropology.

1t is very difficult 'to ascertain the influence of the Indian on
Anglo-American character but it should bc noted that the Europcan
.pSychoanalyst Carl Jung felt that modern Americans were at'1c$st par- .
tially Indianized. Perhaps he could sce us in a more objective manner

than we ourselves can. (A. ltrving Kallowell, The Backwash of the Frontier:

P

The Impact of the Indian on American Culture (Washington, 1959,

pp. Ll8, 470.) . .

a It is much easie} for.one liv[pg\in the Southwesf to Qisua1ize the
impact.of the lndiann-jdst as it is proﬁab]y ﬁorc difficult f;rran
Easterner to dé so ( and most cf our higtory is written in the East). An
Anglo-American family 1i§ing in Alburquérque, for example, might wéll li§e
in o hou;e constructed }n‘Pgeb1§’ind1an‘;tyle architectﬁre. Their liviné
room might be.decorated Qith Eow]s, baskets, and rugs of_!ndian‘hanufac-v
ture. The children would probably wear a modernized Indian leather
jacket andvmass~produced mbccasins, the wifebm?ght have;a pair of squaw
boots or mukluks, and the Qails of the home‘probably would bc Brightehe§
by the présénce of soﬁe exémp1es“of moaerﬁ-lndian art. Thé_children |
and adults would rub ;houlders daily with many persoﬁs of Indian

descent living in the community about them and a rggular part of their
diet might be tacos, enchiladas, tortil{as, and‘tama1és, all Indian
foods. The whole familyvmight very well attend Indian ce;emonials and

dances held regularly at the various pucblos or each summer at Gallup,

New Mexico, or Flagstaff, Arizona. In short, they would be living
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in a .heavily Indianized environment, —————
The above discussioﬁ should indicate that the native has been

significant in American history aﬁd, futhermore, that a true history

of America cannot be simply the story of one aspect of America's past.

A general history of this region should begin with the Indian as he

develops the culture which later is to face the European invader.

Knowledge of this period will, for the most part, be dependent 55 arche-

ology and ethnology, supplemented by early documents, for its source

material.

In treating of the post-1513 period the scholar must not ignore
what is occuning upon the contlinent itself. Instead of merely cata-

loglng thc explo*‘tuonJ of various Europ°ans he should treat of the

Ind:aﬂ s rcaction to tne invasion and to the Hispanic advance into the

Southwest and’ South. By 1507 the natives of the latter reglons had

.

alreacy nad many contacts with the Spaniards, -and they were beginning

to_regfst more effectively. In the 1650's and 1680's important revo-

lutionary attempts werc staged in the Southwest and northern Mexico,

i - . . 3
~ Thase outbraaks w2re of rr*'t sirnificance'as .they weakened the

SpanlsH hold in the area and delayed th~ occupation of the Caquornuas.

From 1507 until the 1770'5 the AngIOwEuropean was engaged in'a‘.

This

| contes t, and the internal developments of the settlements there, are, of

in that small area,

Y

:wax of conquest WIth the Indian upon the Atlantic seaboard
l

l .

? A fixation with events

i course, very significant.
however, shculd be evoided, since the rest of America, mostly Indian-
held, demnands attention.

vity in the 1670's and later bégan to invade Spanish-held areas. Thg

In the Southwest the Apache surged into acti-
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northward expansion of the Spanish Empire wa§7largely halted. Like-

wise, the advance of the French and'English frontiers had a violent

effect upon the native ané'many displaced tribes moved westward (the

first stage of the 'westward movement'), forcing other tribes before them,

This increased pressure was one of the factors wﬁich caused the Comanche

~and Apache to make permanent advances into Spanish territory after the

1720's. Thus the eas:iern frontier had an effect on the Southwestern;

but the reverse was also true, as horses, mules, and arms captured from

“ f the Spanish by Apaéhes and other tribes.made their way north, to .
\'eventually maks all of-the western tribes mére formidab]e'enemieg for fhe
»Anglo»Eurobeans‘ 4

- After the 1770'5 -;nd until the 1890;5 the Ang]o?Euroﬁeans_o%

- the Atlantic °e3board burstnng wnth ensroy and population, spread

.across tHP continent flghtlng ¢ relentless war with the Indian. It

is 2 fundemental fact that in.brdér to undefstand'any.war or oﬁnfjict

between tow groups one must be familiar with the backgrounds of the

several participants; and yet,

f; treatihg of the frontier wars, most
historians ignoére the native. The westward-moving seFtlérg mdve into
a vacuum vaguély peup]e& bf "savages." Théilndians are-mere sHadows
and the staéé is dominated by.rdgged frontiersmen who_grapplg with

- ephemeral and unde5cr{bed foes. In many cases the whites have no

opposition revealed by the historian.

In order to grasp the significance of the Indian all one has to
do is to imagine what the history of the western wor 1d wou‘d have
been like WITHOUT the native. Would Spaun have bogged down in its

northc'n push for empire, wi th only natural barrlers in 0pposut|on7
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Or would Spaniards have even entered the Americas with no natives to

conquer or weaith to acquire? Would John Smith have been content to
explore oniy the headwaters of the Chickahominy, or would he have
reached the Mississippi Valley ? Would the early English colonies
haﬁe survived at all withnut native foods to kecb them alive? Would
_it have gaken the Anglo-Americans two and one-half centuries to move
across thz continent--or onl; ten years?

Thz great sigaificance of the native in the history of the
United States should lea! not merely to the integration of the Indian
}nto standard, gsnera1-~ourscs dcanxng thh Unuted States hlstory but
_also ccurses will need to bc developed which deal with Indian deve1op—
ments per, se. Thc Tencastiv ma;s cf detail connected with the history
o2 wiil oftcn requireISPecfa] freatment, not to mention
_&he ncad to dcaf vi.th the hi;tory of thé larger confederacieé (such
'f'tha :foéUQES- tﬁe-SioJk, fhe'Crgek, ef ceteéa) and of
’—.regibns (such'és the P!ai%s, Ca]ifornia, thé Southwest, et cetera).
In a»dlt.cn, courses may nz>d to“be deve loped which deal with such
subjects as “hz Ar...»ﬁﬂ trdian and Conctitutional Law, the Social
Hist>iy of Indian Pconles (snn'e the c'nquest) Amerlcan Indian

Slavery and Scrvltudc, tne Hlstory of American indnan Hybrld Populatlons.

et cetrra,

C - T .

The obov2 dissuszion, cees not, of course, refer to the great
significance of the native peoples firom Mexico to Chile, however it

iz assuned that the cantinuing importance of the Maya, Quechua, Aymara,

courses in these ¢reas especially obvious. 4
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The Indian Peopre

The significance of the Native American legacy does not

consist solely in the bioloé?cal or cultural contributions made

to society at large. It ziso consists in a rapidly growing pop-
ulation of modern Indian pecopic who will continue“to méke a rich
qdntribuﬁon to American 1ife and who, in many arcaé, will comprise
‘the dominant population. In that region of the Americas cométimes
referred to as Indo-America { the region from Mexico to Paraguay),
Indian and part-Indian pe&p]e comprise the majority of the popu-
1ati0n. It may very wef] be that the Guarani, Quechua, Maya, and
other native-speaking peoples of Indo-America will, in the not

_tbo distant futur:, cequire the political and social dominance in

- "

their resPePt:va bomnlawds wvhich their numbors warrant

In the Un;tLJ b'ates awd Cunada, the 850,000 members of trlbal

_organizat:ons

&

i cr na%tive communtttes constitute a small munorlty of
the total population, but their significance is all out of propor-

tion to their tocal nuwbérs. In part, this is because native people

" tend to b2 highly concentrated in cortain regions, such as the South-

west, Gllahoma, the Zcoikotac anJ the Al =kan-Canadian arctic, as well
as in certair ccuntizs or districts within other areas.

The contemporary significance of the Native American’is also

-

derived from his imnortance as o coatinucus contributor to our

ife. And here one must go beyond such items as

socio-cultural life,

ceramics, basketry, painting, sculpture, folk-lore and music to the

even more significent reaim of religion, world -view, and inierperson-

al relations. In religion, for instance, mcdern theologians (as well

as "Hippies') scem to ie arriving at world-views strikingly like that

e ———

LY
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that these modern thinkers and experimenters have a great deal to

learn from Indian religion and philosophy which , after all, arrived

at similar viewpoints centuries ago.

0f great importance is the fact that American Indian religions,

like all great traditions, focus upon the development of moral men

possessing a deep éwar;ness of their relationship with the total

universe..The Sioux religious leader Black Elk (Hehaka Sapa) has

stated:

peace...comes within the souls of men when they
realize their relationship, their oneness, with
the universe and all its powers, and when they
realize that at the center of the Universe dwells
Wakan-Tanka, and that this center is really every-
where, it is within each of us. :

John Epes Brown, who studied under Black Elk, points out

such knowledge cannot be realized unless there

be perfect humility, unless man humbles himself
before the entire creation, before each smallest
ant, realizing his own nothingness. Only in being

nothing may & man become everything, and only then

does he realize his essential brotherhood with all
forms of life, His centre, or his Life, is the

‘same centre or Life of all that is. .

(John. Epes Brown, 'The Spiritual Legacy of the Americén Indian,"
Tomorrow, Autumn 1964, pp. 297-307).

The socio-political implications of the Native American

approach to life could, indeed, be profound in several dimensions.
This writer has suggested that:

In this age of ''mass' culture and revolutionary social
change, .in this era of large~scale alienation and personal
anonymity, it is especially important that the sam!ll folk
socicty be provided with the means of survivq} and develop-

ment.

Mxﬂl)?'

SRS
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Modern nations have, with little thougﬂ%, allgwedwthe
developrent of industrialized mass society to proceed
in such a way as to destroy many of the social and cul-
tural relationships which give meaning to human life,

The results speak for themselves: crime, juvenile
delinquency, high suicide rates, widespread mental ill-
ness, escapist activities of all kinds, and an often

cheap commercialized way of life which affords no real
satisfaction for the average person. Loneliness in the
midst of crowds and nothing meaningful to do in the

midst of hyper-activity typifies the modern mass culture...

Mankind has at ieast one hope, however, and that
is that the numerous tribal and folk societies
which still survive In almost every part of the
world can be provided with the means for self-
protection and self-realization... Tribes and folk
societies can and do provide their people with a
way of life which is usually much more psychologi~
cally healthy and meaningful than do mass cultures,
and... we must allow the smaller societies to pre-
serve themselves in order to provide mankind with
a continuing alternative to the super-culture and
super-society. (Jack.D. Forbes, '"Tribes and
Masses: the Self-Development of Folk Societies,"
unpublished ms.). ' '

John Collier, Commissioner of Indian Affairs from 1933 to
1945, felt that the world at large had a great deal to learn
from the socio-religious orientation of still-functioning native
societies: ' )

They had what the world has lost. They have it now.
What the world has lost, the world must have again
lest it die. Not many years are left to have or have
not, to recapture the lost ingredient... What, in our
human world, is this power to live? 1t is the
ancient, lost reverence and passion for human person-~
'a]ity, joined with the ancient, lost reverence and
passion for the earth and its web of life.

This indivisible reverence and passion is what

the American Indians almost universally had; and
representative groups of Lthem have it still.

{f our modern would should be able to recapture
this power, the earth's natural resources anq web
of life would not be irrevocably wasted within

the twentieth century, which is the prospect now.
True derocracy, foundeéd in naighborhoods and _
rcaching over the world, would become the realized
heaven on carth. And living peace--not just an

A
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interlude between wars--would be bafn and would
last through ages...(John Collier, Indians of the
Americas, 1948, pp. 7 ff.) -

Finally, the Indian pecple must be regarded as an extremely
significant portion of the Horth American population because in
their present condition and in their life~history since the 1580's
they serve as perhaps the key witness to the '"true' character of
the dominant Anglo-American group. As this writer wrote in 1966:

The Indians are a looking-glass into the souls of

North Americans. If we want to dissect the Anglo

and analyze his character we must find out what he ’
does when no one clse cares, when no one is in a )
position to thwart his will-when he can do as he

pleases. And with the Indian the Anglo has done

what he pleased, with no one to care, and with

the Indian ultimately too weak to resist, except
passively...{Jack D. Forbes, "The Indian: Looking

Glans lnto The Souls of VWhite Amzricans,"

Liberator, August 1966, pp. 6-9; September 1966,

pp. 1i-17).

The North American native people, then, constitute a unigue

- ¥ igest" for the real int:ntions and most deeply-held values of Anglo-
Amcricans. The history of the North American white population,
their present beliefs, and their future behavior cannot be under=-
stood without examining very closely the treatment accorded those
relatively powerless native groups under their control and subject,
ultimately, to their will, )

3
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. dmplications for Instructional Planning

Something has already been said in relation to courses which should be
developed in the area of American Indian history. Onc should not supposc, how-
ever, that the field of Native American Studies is limited solely to historical
developments or that colleges can ignorc other areas. For example, the follo-
wing areas demand the development of courses: |

A. Native American Literature: the field of Indian literature is vast

indeed, extending as it does from ancient Ndhuatl and Maya texts (both prosc
and poetry), to oral literature (legends, myths, folklore, secular prosec, migra-
tion accounts, ct cetera), to literature written after the Europecan invasion

(seCUlar.prose, political tracts, periodical articles), to oral history and -

speeches,‘to literature of the present daf (novels, plays, poetry, political

tracts, et cetera). In addition to the vast body of Indian-composed literature

are the meny hundreds of novels, plays, and short stories written by non-Indians
about Indians. Several courses are needed in this field, including Ancient Meso-

American Literature, Native American Poetry, the Indian Novel, and Amcrican In-

dian Literature.

B. Americen Indian Legal-Political Studies. Quité.clear!y; the politi

cal organization of Indian peoples sheds much light upon'human political dévc!o:—

ment, while the constitutional position of Indians elucidates general legal

’ practice and theory. Onc canhot fully understand political-lcgal developments

in the United States, for example, without becoming familiar with the Gayanesha-
gowa (constitution) of the lIroquois or the legal-political experience of the
Cherokee Republic (1825-1907). Courses are needed in American Indian Law (U.S.

and Canada), American Indian Political Orgenization, the Igdian and the ansti—

tutioh, the Legal-Political History of Indians in thc Americas, and Contemporary

B
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C. Native American Arts. Most laymen recognize the vigor of the In-

dian contribution in basketry, ceramics, weaving,v painting, wood carving and

sculpture, et cetera, but it is ironic that few university art departments do.
Quite clearly, coursecs are ne2ded in the.various American Indian arts, inclu-
ding music, dealing not merely with the past but with the dynamic ongoing rca-
]ity of developmenfs in this field. ’ , )

" D. Native American Religion and Philosophy. Oriental religion and phi-

~

losophy has at long last gained entrance to the curricula of some North Ameri-
can colleges but the thought of the indigenousvbeoples of'the Americas has re-
ceiveé virtually no attention except in anthrﬁpology courses focusing upon so-
calle& "primitive Religion" or, brieffy, in ﬁome “Comparativc Religion“vc0urses.
Is it pbssible to ignore‘the religions and philosophical confributions of thou-
sands of years and of millions of people in a university which conceives of it-
;elf as being.dedicated to the pursuit Qf universal knowledge? Certain!y, In-

dian re}ibioh and philosophy is worthy of at least one course each focusing upon

Meso-Americe, South America, and Worth America.

. E. MNative American Education. Thousands of teachers are now being

trained who will work with indian pupils and yet, with a handful of ex;eptions,

they are receiving no training in Indian education. Courses are needed in the

.-Fundamentéls of Native-Indian Education, Indian Education in;Cultural¥Historical

Perspective, Curriculum Developinent in Indian Education, Indian School Adminis=-

tration, and Counseling of Indian Pupils. In addition, teacher-candidates will

often need to become familiar with an Indian language.

F. American_Indian langausges. Certain Indian Iaiguages are now occa-
sionally being taught in Morth Americen colleges and universitics, such as Nava-
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jo, Cherokce, Quechua, and Maya. It is quité bbvious, however, that the nceds
of studeﬁts being trained as social 'workers, community developers, attorneys,
dpctors, teachers, et cetcra, for Indian arcas are being morc often than not ill-
met. because of the lack of eccess to Indian language courses. (1t should be no-
ted that the teaching of Indian languages in a linguistics dep;rtment is quite
irrelevant to the above needs). Each college and university will, of’course,
‘have to concentrate principally upon thosc languages especially importaﬁt in its

service area.

G. American !ndian Tribal and Community Development. A great necd exists

in terms of the training of persons, both Indian and non;fndian, for working in
Native American communities throughOUtvthe Americas. A part of this training
will consist in courses which acguaint the student wi th the history, ;u!ture, f
- and la;guage-of particuiar populations but other'specfalized courses will be
needed in American lndian—Community Development, Meso-American Indian Comﬁunity
Developmenf, Andean lndién Commun i ty Deve10pment,.Ameriéan Indian Health Pre-

grams, !ndian Applied Ethnohistory, Contemporary Indian Affairs, Indien Social

Viork et cetera.

H. Other Areas for Instruction. Instructional programs also nced to Ou

developed in Indian Agri:ultural:Rural Oevelopmeht, Inqian Communication Scicnce,
Comparativé~Triba} Studies, aﬁd in American*Jndian ethnology, ethnohistory, cul-
ture and personality, psychology et cefera. As régards.the fields now represen-
ted in anthropciogy dcpartments; it is worth noting that ordinarily only a su-
perficialvintroductiOn to Indian cultures arc availablg and this usually is at
the gencral level (i.e., dealing with m%ny diver;c cultures in an introductory
course). These courses seldom provide anf'reai insight i;to any particular quf
ture and often provide no congept of the changing nature gf-a people's way of
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life. In brief, many specialized courses will need to be developed and they will
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have to be oriented towards understanding living peoples rather than understan-
ding museum collections of ertifacts, some supposed '"aboriginal'' stage of deve-

lopment, or theoretical ''general laws' of cultural evolution.

The Student Population to bc Served by

Jndian Studies

It is quite clear that the programs of most colleges and universities
in the Uniteq States have been, and still are, oriented towards ;crving the
vhite middle-class or upper-class populations. These programs have never pre-
pared Indian students for adequate participat%on in the ongoing development
of Indian communities, and, in addition, their anti-Indian bias has served to

alienate those native students who have managed to overcome the hurdles posed

by white secondary education and pro-white admission procedures.

Clearly, then, any College which .hopes to serve Indian students must

develop a comprehensive Indian Studies program.

The rationale for establiﬁhing such a program does not consist solely
in meeting the needs of Indian students however. Many non-lIndians will continue

‘to earn their livings by working wi th native populations as teachers and other

professionals. Thesc people have often performed dismally in the past and their

training must be radically altered.
Finally, and perhaps most significantly of all, a méssive effort must

be made by colleges and universities to over come the chauvinisn, ethnocentrism,

and narrow nationalism of the Anglo-American people. This can only occur, in

so far as higher education is concerned, when college faculties overcome their

own chauvinism and create truly multi-cultural and multi-dthnic institutions.

It is ironic indced tH%t college professors, notorious for their alleged

e ——————— A I
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concern about the racism, prejudice, and ignorance of the Anglo-Amcrican "masses,"
have themsclves disployed the same kind of narrowness for a century and even ﬁow
are opening up their institutions to non-European subject-matter only as a re-
sult of the great pressurc exerted by the avaokening of post-\lorld VWar {1 Africa,
Asia and Latin America and the "revolts'" of American minoritics,

It scems quite obvious that academicians, concerned about creating o
more enlightened, rationsl, and cosmopoliten world, should maﬁc every effort ta
be certain that their college i; truly enlightened, rational and cosmopolitan
itself. The development of Native American Studies, along with Black Studies,
Asian Studies, and Mexican-American/Latin American Studigs, i§ cfearly an essen-

tial and overdue step in that direction.



