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PROPOSAL FOR ESTABLASHINLG A BLACK SWUDIES PRCGRAM !
Subnitted to University of California by the Afro- |
Armerican Student Union - Spring 1968
1.0 Introduction

The younz Black people of America are the Inheritors of vhat is un-

doubtedly one of the most challenging, gravest, and threatening set of soclal

circumstances that has ever fallen upon & generation of young people anywhere

in history. We have been born into a hostile and alien sociely which loathee

us on condition of our skin color. Our intimidated and frightencd parents,

not less but more victimized, have been unable to tell us why. Sentenced to

inaness, subservience, and death, from our beginning, many of us cane to regard

our beautiful. pigmentation as a plague. It should surprise no one that the

first thing we discovered was our "souls", as we vere so bare and totally

lackinﬁ anything else, Unless there be reason for mls-understandlnﬂ—-~lcu us

make it clear that we neither cry nor cogplaln to anyone about being left with

our.?SOuls", because the soul is sufficient unto itself. Ve act now because

we realize, beyond any doubt, that our "souls", i.e., that vhich is £ll and

the end of us, has been stifled to the point that ve can no longerAbear it.

Ve have been forced to the point vhere we must {and will) insist on those

“

chenges that are necessary to our survival. Toere is nothing less to settlg

for and nothing less will do.

The college and university campuses of America are & long way from

vhere most of us come. Our homeland (known to white folks es the GHETTO) is

hardly conducive to the growing of ivy. "Mother wits" was our thing, nob .

encyclopedias. We have been the conpanions of every evil, cycle, syndIOme,
4
Those .

or mania that would strike fear in the hearts of our vhite comnatrLots

of us vho survive have seen everything but the end. This many of us stayed by
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We could not have imegined what awaited us.

As students on the vhite college and universily campuses of America we
have learned somcthing which we choose never to forget.

VE ARE NOT WHITE. WE DO NOT WISH T0 BE VWHITE. WIAT I8 GOOD FOR WHIYE
PEOPLE IS OFTERTIMES WORSE THAIl BAD FOR US.

Education in America, as we have come to know it, is a strictly
utilitafian endeavor. The colleges end universities have not been establisﬁed

for the sake of education. The colleges and universities are the vholesale

producers of a designated mentality conducive to the perpetuvation and continu-

ation of America's present national life, A national life which we have
‘witnessed to be in total and complete contradiction to the vholesome develop-

ment and survivel of our people. There is little need to detail the sad cir-

cumstances of our plight in American society. This tale is already well known.

Not even the blind and insane could deny or refute the unspeakableAhorrorsu
tha%'Ame}ican has wrought upon its citizens of color. Finally, we have

witnessed white America's long overdue selfiadmittance of its racism. Thus,
knowing and recognizing fully the gravity of the circumstances under vhich ve

labér, we are moving to institute all those changes prerequisite to our

a - ~

survival in an openly ﬁostile country. While our elders share the burden of

these circumstences, it is clear to us tﬁat this is ® burdgn too great for
them to shoulder alone; that ve, the young, st shoulder_the major portion
of this burden; that we, the young, are the key link to the survival of our
kind; that we must therefore call unto and surround ourselves with resources
of ell kind and raterial which will aid us in preparing for this great task.

A quelitetive change in our education is necessary to this end.



Citation Label
Comparative Ethnic Studies Archives, UC Berkeley

-3- Archive Call Number: CES ARC _ 21z AL -
N Box No. _3. _ Folder No. 7 Date_4]14]1F
————— R e

The black student in Americe has, for as long cs Eli&bﬁe can rer-.\-:mhei",“
befan the victim of mental brutality, character subversion, and inundate

elienation from his black community. His value %o his community at the end

of his college or university career hcs been zero. His conmunity has there-
by been left without the elemant most essential to its regeneration and

construction---its ewere young people. Black students can no onger afford

.to be educated away from their origins. Henceforth, our education must
speak to the needs of our community and our people. We can no longer pros-

_ titute our minds to the vain and irrelevent intellectual pursuits of western
_ society vwhile our community lies in ruin and our people are threatened with

concentration camps. This woulad anount to intellectual shuffling and we

are determined to shuffle no more.
It is important to note here that our proposal is not a product of

reaction. Ve are well beyond reaction. We are addressing ourselves to a
basic change df attitude. This change is primarily & product of self dis-
covery. h kihd of self diégovery vhich has snatched our minds from the

| rank of a historically insignificént, persecuted, minority and ﬁlaced us
among thé vorld's majority populace which is crying from one end of the

earth to the other that "we are”. We are decided that vwe alone can define

L

ourselves, that we are beautiful despite the white negative concept of us,
that we have a history, an art, and'a culture that no race or nation canr
stémp‘out our "souls" no matter the intensity of this foolish effort.

We must therefore ask with unrelénting insistence that our futuré

.

education be radically reformed. We demand & program of "BLACK STUDIES", &

programn wﬁich will be of, by, and for black people. Ve digand that ve be‘

educated realistically; and thet no form of education which attenpts to lie

to us, or otherwise mis-educate us will be accepted.
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If the university is not prepared to educate us in such a woy that
ou? education may be relative to our lives, then we ask that the university
prepare itself to doAso immediately. If the university will not prepare it-
self to eddress our e&ucatiomal nceds, then we ask that the university
accept no more of our parents' tax money vhich it has used in the past to
mis-ecducate us,.
Ve have outlined a proposcd courvse of etudy which we believe ncces- |
sary not only for our education but for our very survival. Wewask that this
proposed progrém be considered in thé light of the‘stark realities of '

Americaen society. We ask that this program be considered because the de-
struction of our minds and the current rate of attrition for our students

_ can no longer be tolerated. We ask that this prograﬁ'be reconsidered be-

cause nothing less will do.

2.0. Black Studies Program: Orgenization and Administration

fﬁe Black Studies Program will be directed and coordinated by'the

Bléck Studies'Coofdinator_who will be directly responsible.to the Chancellor.

Toward the primary goal of establishing a Department of Afro-Americen Stuvdies,

the BSC will be generally involved in.ground work activities necessary to

bring this gosl to fruition. His immadiate’and jnitial responsibility will

focus around the following: 1) Hiring steff, 2) Evaluating, Establishing
and Coordinating courses, 3) Recruiting and hiring faculty, and U) Coordi—

nating the recruiting and selecting of Black studies students.
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In order to effectively and efficlently wvork toward the long range
géal of a Department of Afro-American Studies and to engage in the neéessary
steps towards this end, the Black Studies Coordinator will neced staff ald
commensuxrate with this tosk. If onc is to avoid bogging down the BSC in
minute details and inundate him with ﬁrivia and other activitlies that are
‘not essentisl to his primary responsibilities, and if the Universily's o
nitment to bringing sbout the innovative academic impact of the Black Studiés
Program is to be "real", the following positions axe irreduciﬁie minimuuss
Assistant to the BSC, Administrative Assistent, Student Affairs Officer,
Personal Secretary, and Secretsry. .The responsibilities of the Assistant
to the BSC will be to establish communitynbgsed Black Studles programs,

establishing Black Studies progrems within U.C, Extension, coordinating other

special progrems and events, and represenﬁing the BSC and speaking on his

behalf as needed.
The Administrative Assistant will have the following responsibilities:

1) Preparing, coordinating and otherwise dealing with all fiscal and budgetary
matters; 2) Assisting in preparetion of reports and doing appropriaste re-

search es needed; and 3) Mansging the office in the absence of the two

L

renking officials.

The Student Affairs Officer will heve responsibiliﬁies for:

1) Assisting students in areas of need; 2) Acting as liasion between EOP,

S0S, and other programs relating to ninority students, 3) Offering counseling

(Y

services to Black Studies students, and L) Coordinating Freshmen and Senior

Seminars. Both the Personal Secretary and the Secretary will carry out

L
responsibilities traditionally characteristic of such roles. All of these

-,

positions will be filled withih s month ofter the Black Studies Coordinator

has been hired.
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. ‘While the Black Studies Program will be housed initialiy in one of
thg social science departments, i.e., Sociology, mony of its conrseslﬁill
be offered in the various schools and departments comprising the University
community (see Section 3.0). The need then to assess and evaluate the
nature of the existing courses toward the end of determining the nature of
appropriate Black Studies courses to be offered is paremount end willfbe &n
important responsidility of the BSC. Sitting in consultation with the :
appropriste personnel of the various disciplines, the BSC wiil make recom-
mendastions regarding the courses to be offered.

Once the matter of the general nature of_given eourses has been
esfablished and the question of sfaffing such courses has been adequately
dealt - with, the problem of scheduling and coordination of courses iﬁ a
manner consistent with the purposes of the Black Studies program will be

addressed.
iUntii such tine as aVDepartment of Afro-American Studies is estab-

lished, the responsibilities stated above are continuous and ongoing.

3.0. Black Studies Curriculun ' ' :

The following courses and the departmenté in whigh they are to be
offered are listed below for instructional purposes only. .They should be
geen as indicators of the types of courses that could beroffered énd be
consistent vith purposes of the Black Studies Program. Since the titles

- given below came out of many long and 3ntense discussions among Black

students end professors on this campus and with the sane Sn other campuses,
’ v

it can be anticipated that much effort will go into seeing courses developed
along the thematic lines svuggested here. Indeed, there are other course
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and improper to spell out a long list of areas or their content withoub the
BSC and his pending relationships with various deporiment heeds. With the

above qualifications the remainder of this section is offcred.

BLACK STUDIES PROGRAM

~Proposcd Courses-

ERY

ANTHROPOLOGY

1.
2.

3.

ART

.

N =

Introduction to Black Anthropology (physical)
Cultral Anthropologzy
a. Survey to Africen Anthropology
b. Survey to Afro-Ancrican Anthropology
Upper Division-

Comparative Black Anthropology

Survey of African Art

Introduction to Afro-Ansrican Art
Survey of Contemporary Afro-fimerican Art
Introduction to Revolutionary Black Art

DRAMATIC ARTS

Afro-Americans and the Theatre

1.

2. Workshop- (improvisation)
CRTMINOLOGY | |

1. Socisl Control and the Black Community (series: A,B,C)

2. Police in the Black Community 5 ‘
ECONOMICS

1., Economics of Racism

Current Economic Problems of Afro-Americans

2.

EDUCATION

Education (knovledge) of the Black Man (series: A,B,C)

1. !
2. Survey of Education from elementary to college leve
3. Seminar - Upper Division :

4




ENGLISH

HISTORY
1.
2.
3.
HUMANITIES

1.

LINGUISTICS

-
2.

- d.

_ FHILOSOFHY,

1‘
2'
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Survey of Afro-American Literature
Introduction to Black Prose and Poetry
The Black Vriter in America
a. Historical
b. Theoretical
Black America A ) .
U.S. History from Bleck Perspective (satisfies Amer. .
Hist. requirement) o
Survey of Black Heroes in Vestern History .

Humanism in Perspective

Ghetto Language
Survey of Black Dielect

Music and the Black Man
Contemporary Afro-Arerican Music

a. Religion and Blues

b. Jazz )

c¢. FRhythm and Elues
New Musics

Black Thought in the 20th Century
Introduction to African Fanilosophy

POLITICAL SCIENCES

1,
2.

3.
k.

Political Problems of Black Americans _
The American Government--Black Perspective (satisfies
institution requirement) "
Racism, Colonialism, and Apartheid ,

Black American end Third World (politics of liberation)
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. l L
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Psychology of Racisn i
Black Economical and Social Psychology

SOCIAL VELFARE

X
SOCIOLOGY

1.
2.

.

\J’IF’L\)

Black Social and Folitical Welfare

Sociology of the Black Family
Black Sociel Movenents

Bleck Social Institutions
Urbanization of Black People
Orgenization of the Black Community

NOIE: Psych courses to be conducted on group session basis3 allo@1ng for
students who have elready taken the course to participate in
diccuscion with currently enrolled students.
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‘In the profile projected below only Black Studles courses ave in-
cluded. Ceriain courses offercd in other schools end departuments \-:5.).3. be
highly recommended (some will be nandatory). Yet other coufses will ﬁe
guggested to the student depending on tﬁe gtudent's needs and ares of con~

centration. In every case cach student will be counselled by the BSP staflf,

and evaluated efter cach academic year. : ' "

Freshman Year

To be completed during the Ffirst quarter:

1st Qbr: ORTENTATION 0 BLACK STUDIES PROGRAM (10 units)

Three 1-1/2 hr sessions per week and two section
- meetings. An overview of the Black Experience
> from Economic, Historical, Political, and
Sociological parspzctives. :

Freshman-Senior Seminar

Fach Freshman is required to enroll in one such
seminar. These seminars will be very informal

and will focus on academic, personal, social and
“other problems experienced by Freshmen (Because
there will be no BSP seniors until the second or
third yeoar of operation, the Student Affairs
Officer will recruit minority upper-division and
graduste students to participate in these gseninars.
No credits will be offered. )

2nd & 3rd " Within these quarters the student is expected to
Qtrs: have completed the following courses: ;

The History of the United States
(A Black Perspactive)(5 units)

 Introduction to Black Cultures (5 units)

‘ . Sociology of the Black Family (5 units)
- N A“
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During and before completion of his sophomore yeor, the following

. o
courses have to be satisfTied;

Racism, Colonialism, and Apartheid
(Political Science - 5 units)

Economices of Racism
Economics - 5 units

Urbanization of Black People
Sociology - 5 units

= S Psychology of Racism
- Psychology - 5 units

Junior Year

The student will declare his area of concentration. He will complete

~the rest of the Black Studies courses offered in that particular discipline

L ¥

and take other appropriate courses offered within that discipline, i.e.,

research and rethodology courses. | | 2
In combination with coufseé he @ay be téking, the studént is ex-

pectéd to spend the secona end third quarters in the field (community).

Assisted by & faculty member of the Black Studies Program, the student will

_éngage in reseasrching some problem consistent with his area of concentration.

The main vehicle to be used in underteking this task will be participant-

observaticn.

History 4A and LB must be completed before the second quarter of

the Junior yesr,
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The first quarter will be spent in seminer with other senilors who

have been in the field. The seminar will be conducted by the faculty of the

Black Studies Frogrean.

AR A

The student will spend thase two quarters preparing
his seminar Dissertation besed on his field experi-
ences. In addition, he will conduct Freshmen-Senior -
seminars on & rotating basis with other seniors. )

ATter complebion of this progrem and other re-

quirements, the student will be awarded the
Bachelo; of Arts degree in Afro-American Studies.

5.0. Recruitment and Selection of Black Studies Students

fecause the primary vehicle for bringing minority youﬁgsters to the
campus is the Educationai Opportunity Erogram (EOP) and siﬁce the majorify
of those to be ehgaged in Black Studies will be minorities, recruiting aﬁd
seiection of Black Studies Students will be done within the framework pro-
vided by fhe EOP. Oné thi}d of minority students normally coming under
the EOP will be selected and admitted to Blaék Studies by the Black Studies
Selection Committeé. This comnittee will be comprised of the BSC, the
University's Admissions Officer, and the ranking Officef of fhe Afro-
American Students' Union, or their designatéd alternatés. These sﬁudents
are to be seén as EOP Students and therefore entitled to'the same benefits.

Sincé non-EOP minority students and non-minorities dre not excluded
.froﬁ being Black Studies Students, a second source for recruiting BS
students is availeble. In any case 81l students seeking admissions to the

BS Program must be seleclted and edmitted by the Black Stugies Selectioq

Committee. &
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6.0. Black Studies Programs

In addition Yo the curriculum stated above for those vwho expect to
receive a B.A. degree in Afro-American studies, the Black Studies Program
will offer Black curriculum throuvgh three cssentiel programs:

1) Community-based, 2) U.C. Extension, and 3) Experimental. courses.

6.1. Community-Besed Progranms

The need pointed out in the Introduction to this proposel. is not

limited to those who have bsen fortunate enough to have arrived ab the

University scene. Indeed, if others are to entertain hopes of doing the

same or otherwise "get themselves togethex" it is dmperative that the

dissemination of & Black Studies forLat not be delineated by the boundaries

characterlzlnn the University of Californ ia.' Apart from the question of

Black Studies eny cleavage between the Unlversity and the community is at

the expénse of both. One natural Vehicle for closing the gap that exists,

-and for strenghthening relationships>is to offer services and programs,

under the auspices of.the University, that speak to certain needs of

community residents and at the same time make it convenient end comfortaeble

for then to pértake of such programs and/or gervices. -

The Black Studies Program purports to sddress this situation by

" establishing within the community, at 5 or 6 locations, certain Black

studies courses that are geared to involve residents to the meximum extent

as both students of an contributors to those courses to be offered. Under

the direction of the BSC the Assistant will identify and work with varlous

local organizations, groups, and institutlons to establishs such courses and

t
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their times and locations that are desired by them, Vhile some of the courscs
W1JJ. be staffed by personncl hired by the BSC, others will be staffed by

talen’ced students involved in the Black Studies Progream.

6.2. *per1x€nua] I”O”l WS

Onc innovative appendage to the University body that has cone - avout
recently is the idea of students establishing courses that speaks to their y
needs and 1nterests (BED, CEP). Use of such & program is rare and there- |
fore the exception rether than the rule. The Black Studies Program en-

visions experimental programs &s being sntrinsic to its operations end one

‘of its essential characteristics.
Black Studies students w1]l be encouraged, aided, rewarded, end ex-

pected to put toéether courses in areas where they have sorong 1nterests,
whether thgy get the opportunlty to actually instruct in them or not.

' Whe?e they do have the‘degire to instruct such courses évery effort will
be made té give these students the opportunity either in community-based

curricula and/or as a part of the experimental structure existing on campus.

6.3. Extension Programs - '

Consistent with fhe desire of the Black Studies Program to share

.. knowledge, inforwatlon, undersbandlng, and differlng pcrsnect:ves with all
vho come into contact with the University, the Black Suudlcs Proaram will
offer, on a limited basis, Bleck Studies courses in the U.C. Extension.

fhe processes alluded to in 2.1 will be utilized in bringing ebout such

COurses. . ' _ '
: ¢
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Like other areas of American life, racism has had its effccts on

the University Community. JLidly-vhite student bodies have been taught by
lily-white teachers from a lily-white, niddle class perspzctive, The pro-
duct of this union has been, and continucs to be, scholars who view the
world from & unidirensional perspective, lacking both the vnderstanding
énd knowledge that comes from realizing and appreciatbing the existence ,
of equally important world views. | |
As alluded to in the introduction; only by including that vhich has
been systematically excluded--the Black experienco--can phe University be-
gin to adequately address itself to énd prepare its étudents for living
in the wérld as it is, and vork to éhange it to what it should be.
" “The Black Studies Program places high prémimum'on employing fhe
gervices of Blacg‘peéple vho have demonstrated academic ability and/or
who are in possession of information, knowledge and talent necessary to
teaching';ourses to be éfféred undef the Black Studieé Program.
- To this end every effort ﬁill-be nade to have those peoplé vho have
~ established thémselves in the academic arena, hovever, académic reputation
'.will not be the key or the sole criteria for hiring BSP:faculty. It will
" be the goal of the program to secure thevtalents of the best Black people

avallable regardless of academic credentials. Indeed one of the main

reasons fof the paucity of "credentieled” Blacks is the insﬁitutionalized

yacism present at all levels of the educational system.

Tn addressing the problem pointed out in the first portion of this

section and in establishing and maintaining the integrityﬁof Black Studies,
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the. progrem spoken to in this proposel offers o natural vehicle vhlch must
be utilized to the maximum degree.

It is undersfopd that many of the Black teachers ﬁill be categorized
es Instructors and lecturers on full, half or p&rtQtime basis. Others,
having certain academic credentials, msy be empldyed in more prestiglous
and iucrative positions. In any case, the combined efforts of the Adminis-
tration, thevarious schools and depariments, and the ﬁlack Stwdies Prograﬁ, -
to implement the Chancellor's commitment to hire more Blacks, could have

immediate impact on eliminating the existence and effects of a traditional

"eye-sore" - Racism.
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15,000 - 22,000

Asst. to Black S.C. 13,000
Administrative Assistant - 10,000
Student Affairs Officer 9,800
Personal Secretary 6,500
Secretary 6,000
15 Lecturers at 10,000 per 150,000
: 20,300
Fringe Benefits at 13% 27,334 ¢
Subtotal 2L, 63k
Consultent
200 days at 100 per 20,000
Miscellaneous 25,000
Permanent Equivment
19 Flat Top Executive Desk at 150 per ' . 2,850
19 Executive chair at 95 per 1,805
2 Steno desk at 150 pex | 300
2 Steno chair at 25 per - 50
2 Dictating Machines &t 250 per 500
2 Typewriters at 250 per 500
10 Side chair at 35 . 350
15 File Cabinets &t 90 1,350
6 Card Cabinets et 100 » - 600
10 Office bookcases 75 o 150
Subtotal 9,055
Supplies
Postage 1,000 :
Stationary-forms 3,000 RS
Subtotel T 1,000
Travel
Cross .country (10 Rr's) at 600 '6,006
Mileage 10,000 miles at .10 per 1,000
S 7,000

Grand Total $302,689

= ___—-—4



