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CQTIDENTIAL

PRESIDENT SPROUL:

Re: Repoart of Special Committee to
Consider Possible Acquisitionm pf | |
Heinz Plant and Califormia Schools
for Blind and Deaf
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By your letter of July 23, 1857, you appointed a special com-
mitiee camposed of Vice-President Corley, Chancellor Kcn" and
myself to give consideration to possible acquisition of 'a'vo
Pieces of property in Berkeley outside the 'five year plan' of
campus expansion, namely, the lleinz plant on San Pablo Avenue .
and the site of the Califormia Schosls for the Blind and Dezf.
This committee has met and given consideration to these sub-
Jects and subaits the following report and recommandations.

Heinz Plant: The cormittee agreecd that, whiie such
properiy woulc De very uszful fcer storage and other utility
pburposes, it conciudes that to propose the takdng of this
property or any other acditional property off the tax roils
in Berkeley at this tire would be injudicious iraz the stand-
poirt of relationsiips with the City of Berkeley z2a¢ that no
Turther consideration should be given to the possibility of
acquiring this property, at least in the foresecable future.

Schools for the Blind and Deaf:

- (@) Xeed for and use of site: Chancellor Kerr reviewed
that with Tte propa expansion oI the Berkeley campus to an
enrollment exceeding 25,000, this site couwld be very well
usec and that a number of possibilities existed for such
utilization, including the situating there of special schooils
such 25 the Schoei cf Social Nelfare, and cther special :
institutes. Kkesicence Halls could be established there,
special graduate units could utilize the facility azd,
although a detailed study of the sitc and faciljtjes has not
been mede Lor otvious reasons, it is felt tkat, because of
its pro:q.mty within walling aistance of the zain Berkeley
campts, it alfords many pocsibilities for prafitable ang
effective use by the Berizley campus.

(1_:). rroblems anc mnetkod of possible scqrisi ien: In
his opinion in a Ictfer ¥o Yice-Presicent Coricy of August
26, 1957 (cogy enclosed), General Counsel Thomas J, Cunninghanm
reviews the Tolliowing three points with respect to the &

of acquiring these Schools: ' peblen

(1) "It would appear, therefore, that the
in question are part of the Public School éystetd -with.is.:h:gg's
meaning of Article IX, Section 6 oo the Constitution and that
consequently, the iegents could mot acquire :
as schools providing an ardinary academic program on a colle
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(2) "If the Legislature were to relocate the Schoole
in question and coatinue their operation at a new locatiogx, it
would appearr that there would be ne constitutional objection
to a trans’e:r oo the then vacant Bereley facilities of the
Schoosis to the Regents for University purposes.”

(3) W¥ith respect to methad of possible acquisition
of the facility and site by Tke Regents, should the Schocls
actually be relocated, the Genmeral Counsel states:

%In view of the fact that the Lerislature initially
would bave to rclocate the Schools in auestion to
clirinate any constitutional objections, it would
secm deciratle to have the Lepislatvre specificzlly
authorizée couveyance of the School properties to the
Regenis either by said relocatins cnactrment or by a
re-amendient of Section 13104 wnless, of course, suci
reiocation and acguisition could be cencluded prior
to July 1, 1958.

"Since the State Department of Education is vested
witk control of the Cezliforniz School for the Deaf
and California School for the Blind (¥ducation Code,
Sections 177, 178, 181), it would appcar that any
propocec relocotiens an” conveyarces would be
facilitated by cooperzting with said Department and
any other Slate gpencies concerned.”

(¢) keconrenceéd action by Presicent: The conmitiee
recommends {hat {he Preeident make IrTorzmzl contact with
Lr. Girpson, Superiniencent of Public Instruction, to
ascertuir if sny consicderstion is beinz given to possible
relocation of these Schoois. The Presidernt can state that,
sheuld therc be such consicderztion nnd should these SchLools
be reiocated, at that tire the University would be interested
in the possibility of acquiring the site and facilities. The
cuitiee siresses, as the President readily appreciates,
thet the matter of any possible indication of the University
causingy the Biind and Leal Schools to be relocated would have
very unfortunate results fror a nublic relations standpeint
and every effort should be mede to avoid any such impression.

The coumittee feds that no other phase of investigation of | F
possible acguisition of 1hese Schools, including gvailab —
of necessary finuncizl resources, should be made until t)
inforzal contact with Dr. Sirpson is made by the Presidel —
Should any further action be desired after this contact|
mdg. the committec stzn’s realy to render eny further |
assistunce it can provide. N
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Chanceflor Clark Kerr

Vice-Presicdent James H. Corley
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STXcC: vh Stanley E, McCaffrey,Chairma

Lnclosure /
bce:  Clark Kerr and James Corley
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