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PRESIDENT SPROOL: 

Re; 

.December 4, 1.957 --· 

Report of Special Comm! ttee to · · _ _ 
consider Possible Acquisition pr . , 
Heinz Plant and California Schools /'"' 
for Blind and Deaf 

By 7oar letter of July' 23, 1957, 70-J appointed a special com-
mittee composed of Vice-President Corley, Chancellor ~~:d 
i:zyselt to give consideration to possible ac1~ai tion ° lan, 0 of 
pieces of property in Berkeley outside the Uve year P 
cat11.pus expansion, namely', the IIeinz plant on San Pablo Avenue " 
and tho site of the California Scho:>ls tor the Blind and Ded • 
This committee bas met and given consideration to these sub-
jects and sub.:u. t::. the following report and recozi~ndations • 

!ieinz P!m.t: The c«m!:littee agreect that, while such~• 
property would. lie very US:!fal fer storage and ?thcr uti~ ~r-
ourposes it conc.:i.~c;,, tl:.it to proriosc the tan::e: of this 
property' or any other acidi tional property off !he tax rolls 
in Berkeley at this tir.e "Woul.:! be inju.:iicious 1·ro:;: the stand-
poit:t of relationsdps with the City of Berlmley anc t!l.:lt no 
further consicleration should be given to the possibility or 
acquiring this property, at least in the f oresecable future. 

School& for the Blind and Deaf: 

{a) Nee,~ for and use of site r Chancellor K"err reViewed 
that rith the prooable expansion of the Berkeley C&J:l?t:S to an 
enrollment exceeding ~s,ooo, this site cOt:l.G t... vc?7' 1o-cll 
usea and that a number of possibilities existed fer such 
utilization, incluair.g the situating there of specfol schccls 
such :as the 5 choc.i cf Social h"clfar&, antl other special · 
infltii:utes. kesidence Irall.s could be est::.blishcd there, 
special graduate units could utilize the facility ano, 
althouch a detailed study of the si tc ancr facilities bas not 
been ::z.de for ob\"i oas re~ ans, it ia fe 1 t tl-.a t, 'because of 
its prax:imity within walking distance of the Jr:l.in Der~le:v 
cacpt:S, it affords rail7 pocsibill ties for proti tahle and 
effective mse by the Berk:ele;r campus. 

{b) ?roblez:s enc: r:cttoo of nossiblc £.c t:isi tion: In 
bis opinion in a e er o ice- es ccn.. er.Ley o agimt 
26, 1957 (copy enclosed), Cenera1 Counsel ThaclS J. Cunnin"'ham 
reviews the followin~ tilree points With respect to the Pt"Oble1:1 of acquiring these Schoolsc · 

(1) "It would appear, therefore, that tbe Schools · 
in question are ;>art of the Public School System -'in:thin the· 
meanin~ of Article n.::, !;ection 6 o~ the C<>nsti tuUon aru.:. that 
consequently, the ~gc~ts could not acquL~e and operate the~' 
as schools PrOVic!i~ an 0rdiruu-y academic program on a co11e· 
level• so lO?lz the Schools continued to be operated The ce 
Regents c~ulu not ncquirc the~ accordiDJ; to provisions'or 
Article IX, Section 6 of tl.te Constitution. 
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(2) •rr the Le ,:,lslaturo wcrc to relocate the Schools 
in question ann co:1tinue their opera tion at a new locatio~ , it 
wcr..: l!i apµe,u· th,, t tJ,ei·c woul~ be no c ons ti tuti oo ::i l obje_c ti on 
to a tra11s f t> ;· o:· the ti.en vac :.nt Bcr!:c l e7 facil; ties of t he 
Scho~l s tc tt.o Regent s for University J)tlrposes. 

(3) With respect to method of possible acquisiti<r.1 
of the facility anJ site by Ttc Rc ~ents , should th~ Schools 
actually be relocatetl, the General Counsel 11tates: 

"I:1 vie-w of th~ fact that the Les:::islc.ture initially 
would have t o reloca t e the Schools i n ~uc~tion to 
clilti1u."te a n~• ccns t:!.tuHon.:.1 objections , it w012ld 
seom decirablc to h::.,~ the Lecisu:.~1rc specificell~• 
authoi:iz.; couvey..r.c c of tl:c School prorerties to the 
~egents c~thcr by s ~id reloc~t!n~ cn::ictMent or by a 
re-amenctmeut o~ Section 131r.1 u~lcsc, of coarse, suca 
rei()(.;ation anc'. acqui ::: l tior. could be ccr.iclu1e".! prior 
to July 1, 1958. 

"Since the Stnte Department of Education is vested 
1-:itL control of t he C?.lifO!"nfa Scl: col for the De a f 
and California School fO!' the Blinct (Educaticm Coce, 
Sections 177, l7C, 131) 1 it 1<'0uld appc::ir tt-.::.t a ny 
;:,ropooc c: reloc .ttiC!"S nn:' ccnwyar.ccs 1'"0'.lld be 
facilitate<.'. by coopcrctinr ....-ith said Danart::ient and 
c.ny oH,tr t;tate tai:encies conc:erned. • 

(c) h.cconr.cnC:e e 2.cUon by Pre~-iccnt: The co;,,.:r.ittee 
reco!lml(•ncis thlit~r~Sident :~kc inf urz;:, 1 cor.t2.ct ti th 
Dr. ::;it.pson, Super·intenclent of I'ublic Instruction, to 
ascertd r. if r,ny consicerr.Hon is bcine river. to pcssi ble 
1-eloc~tion of thE&e Schools. The f-TCsirlent cnn st.te that, 
should ti1erc, b(' euch co:1si1.l~ri,tl.on "l r.t; ehoul( these ~ct.ools 
be relocatecl, at that ti r,,.e the Universlty would be interested 
in the possibiH ty cf ncc;ufr!.nr;- t he site ancl facilities. The 
cv;~ttec stresseu, ao the President readily appreciates, 
th::.t the rintter o!.' any poss ible incl:1/cation of ·the Univcrsi ty , 
ceuslnz the Illind and Dtonf Schools to be relocated would have 
very unfortunate results fro~ a ~ublic relations standpoint 
ant! every effort should be !!!!!.de to avOicl any such im;:,rcsaion. · 

'( 

The committee fe:is that no other phase of· investigation of l 
posGible acq:1isition of t !,ese Schoolc, including .ivail.Ab9· 
of necessary financi::.1 res0<.trees, shciuld be 5atle --u.,til i · 
infor:ml contcct with fa•. Skr,son is mde \>Y :thc...:'.~ei.iC:e ---. . 
Should any furthe r action be desired after this .contact 
111;:ui~, the CO:\:mittec :;t;;.,nc s re ~( y to ret;c!~r .an:r furtJ:ier - .. 
a&s1.s tcnce it cr.n provict· . · -~;· ·: , . -

. 0 ' .--.. f?," t.; ' "'-- '-., - '\ - •. · ~-> ' 4..-.._ 
· .• .. 

bT,},cC1 th 
Enclooure / 
bee: Clark Keri¥' and James Corley 

Chan~'eflor Clark .Kerr ---- -- -
Vice-'f're!l:i!'lont · Janies H. Corley 
stanley £. ·MeCaffrey,Cba~man 
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