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TRAP • • New leader 
in Oakland 7 

• 
New proposal by Paul Cobb 

for making the Poverty Proqram really serve the people 

The recent Advisory commit
tee elections are the result of two 
years of planning, debating and 
decision - making. The target 
areas are becoming more sophis
ticated in their relations with 
city government and among them -
selves. 

Booker Emery, delegate from 
West Oakland .to the OEDC, sums 
up the development and aware
ness of the people in the target 
areas by saying "We all know 
each other better now, we have 
learned valuable lessons in deal
ing with the mayor, Dr. Smith, 
and Judge Wilson - at first nobody 
knew their names - now we do. 
Not only the,ir niimes but their 
functions .•.. 

"Our eyes are open now" 

"We have become wiser 
through our mistakes" says Bill 
Lowe, delegate from North Oak-
land. ' 

Ralph Williams, who repeats 
as WOAAC chairman, summar
izes the growth of the poor, "Our 
eyes are open now. Once we were 
blind - now we see what's going 
on - we won't be fooled - we 
know that doors can be opened -
and most importantly we can help 
open them ourselves.'' 

Now that we have 51% control 
in the OEDC we must make it 
work forus. Wecanbecomemore 
effective if we band together on 
common goals. , 

"Best delegates were lousy" 

'If there is any one lesson 
that we should have learned from 
our experiences with the OEDC 
so far , it isthenecessityofunfty. 

There was an attempt, last year, 
to unify the Advisory committees 
but it failed. "TAAC's failurewas 
inherent - it usurped the author
ity of the membership by by
passing them, the best delegates 
were lousy because they were not 
allowed to function," explained 
Bill Lowe. 

We must organize again. We 
.need an organization that is start
ed from within the target areas. 
That is composed of representa
tives from each area. Each sep
atare area must not be controlled 
by the central organization; it 
must serve the target areas. 

Target-Area Representation 
And Participation (T.R.A.P .-) is 
needed to protect, exchange ideas 
and aid in functions and opera
tions of each separate area. If 
T.R.A.P. avoids what TAAC did 
it will succeed; 

T AAC had little faith in char
acter and potentialities of the 
poor community. Theirwords and 
acts were largely directed toward 
the non-poor community. They 
were not aware of the poor com
munity as a reservoir of power. 
And this lack of faith in the poor 
community is a pattern that TRAP 
must stop. TRAP's objectives 
and tactics should be based on the 
wishes of the poor community. As 
Bill Lowe puts it "It must be 
from the bottom up:· 

Let us not let TRAP be our 
trap. There is a tendency to 
discontinue our individual works 
and efforts by belonging to a 
larger organization. TRAP would 
be composed of Representatives 
(delegates) from every area -
and the strength of TRAP is de
pendent upon the strength of each 
area. A pyramid's strength is at 

the base if we broaden the base, 
we can build higher. 

"Community building 

--the answer" 
The answer is community 

building. We must put the accent 
where it counts the most - in 
our own neighborhoods. Remem
ber that when w,e unite we must 
support TRAP with taxes. The 
taxes · to be paid to be a member 
are hard work and coordinated 
efforts, Every area must produce 
individually to make TRAP work. 

TRAP can be the hope for a 
vigorous active Oakland com
minity. Let's J;>e wise and use 
our maturity and experience as 
poverty workers to be brave 
enough to agree to disagreewhen 
necessary. The healing of our 
community problems will be a 
long slow process. TRAP canbe 
.a prestigious organization. 
But its prestige is dependent upon 
the prestige of each area and 
each area will build pride and 
prestige only by hard work from 
the bottom up. TAAC started 
from the top and failed. TRAP 
can do it if we start from the 
people. 

TRAP will be no heaven· on 
earth, no promised land waiting 
around the corner for the poor. 
Only the development of our in
dividual community resources 
will give us power. The amount 
to which we develop and strength
en our own •areas is the amount 
to which TRAP can work for us. 
We can have functional unity only 
when each separate area pro
duces and organizes itself separ
ately. 

THOUGHTS 
or: all in a few day's work 

NOTE: Gloria Comfort sent us 
this sort of diary about two 
months ago. We're awfully dumb 
sometimes, and it didn't get into 
the paper then. So it's a bit out 
of date, and we're sorry for that, 
but it seems too good not to print 
just because of a couple of 
months. There Was a note at the 
end, saying "To be continued -
or concluded - with a 'positive' 
ending: 'And they lived happily 
ever after.'??? " We hope we 
can print that soon. 

·T 1 
THOUGHTS AT RANDOM - -. '1' - - - - -- . - - - . -

Now, Tuesday night. Belinda 
Dill , 10th grader at Skyline high 
needs help. Four weeks ago she 
gave a phony address to the 
schools so · she could go to Sky
line . She had been in a fight at 
Castlemont and it wasn't her 
fault and she was NOT suspended 
because the administration found 
out it wasn't her fault. 

So she gets into Skyline. Then 
the school investigates an ab
sence. They find out she doesn't 
Ii ve in the r:ight district. They 
tell her to go hack to Castlemont. 
She can't see going back. She 

by Gloria Comfort 
doesn't understand them telling 
her Skyline is overcrowded. She 
has been there four weeks and 
has her books and classes and is 
to be in a play Friday night. 

Her mother had gone down to 
the School Board to ask -that Be
linda be allowed to remain in 
Skyline. Mr. Benson takes the 
info, submits it to the board, they 
rule that she is #l, not a resi
dent, #2 that the arguments are 
not strong enough to let her stay 
in Skyline. She comes over in 
hopes of getting help from us. 

Wednesday A.M. I call Supt. 
Phillips. He's in a meeting, I'm 
transferred to Dr. Michell's of
fice. The secretary gi ves me 
Mr. Benson. He tells me that 
Mrs. Dill has been informed of 
the board's decision. Can't you 
do anything? I ask. "No, the 
only one that can do anything is 
Dr. Phillips. The board care
fully considered the problem and 
their decisions are usually final." 

I tell Belinda I'll keep trying. 
What the hell am I gonna do? She 
doesn't go to school ... 

Thursday. Still waiting to hear 
from Phillips. Mr. Benson calls. 
He said Belinda can stay in Sky
line until Friday so she can still 

be in the school play. But she is 
expected to return to Castlemont 
on Monday. Good, that gives me 
one more day to work with, But 
what the hell can I do? Make 
some phone calls! Barney Hil
burn isn't in. An Ad Hoc rep. 
says she will get on it. 

Still Thursday. Joe Robinson"s 
mother calls. Joe went to Job 
Corps Tuesday, they sent him 
back. On Wednesday of last 
week he is in the car with his 
step-father. There is a rifle in 
the car. There is also trouble 
all over East Oakland. 

The police spot the rifle. It 
belongs to Joe. It is not loadeJ, 
it doesn't even have the clip 
that is supposed to go with it. 
The police take it for ''safe 
keeping.'" They give Joe a re
ceipt. 

Sunday, Oct. 30, Mrs. Robinson 
goes to the pohce department to 
get the rifle. "No problem, .ex
cept it is locked in the vault. 
Tell Joe to come in tomorrow 
and pick it up.'' Monday Joe 
goes to get it. Can't get it. 
"You mother has to be with you.'' 

Tuesday, Nov. l. Forget the 
old rifle. Go to Job Corps camp. 
Wednesday, et sent back to 
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DEMAND 
YO-UR 

WORTH 
. Why do we who are poor, low 
income or what have you, stand 
for less than first class service 
where we trade? It's beyond me. 
I have always been poot, now by 
the standards of society, I'm con
sidered to be low income - which 
is, in most cases, still poor. 

My point is this: where you 
shop, demand the service your 
dollar stands for. 

For instance, why are you ad
dressed by most salesmen behind 
those counters as "honel' or 
"dear''? Some of them even ay 
"darling:' 

Go any place where the poor 
deal and you will find inferior 
service. Why don't we demand 
what is due us? I'll never under
stand why most of us put up with 
it. 

Parks. Thursday, report to Mr. 
Cannon at the Oakland Depart
ment of Employment, Youth Dept. 
Job Corps rep. "We can't take 
you, Joe. We have to investigate 
this thing about a rifle you were 
·caught with." The damned old 
thing has never been fired since 
it was bought. 

1 call the Juvenile department, 
talk to a sergeant. He says he 
will investigate and let me know 
what they can do to clear things 
up. I call Mr. Cannon, tell him 
what I know. He will call me 
back. He didn't. I called back; 
he had left for the day. I get to 
talk to Mr. Mason. He gets in
terrupted by a long distance call. 
OK, I'll call him back_ I do, 
He has gone for the day. Please 
call back in the morning. 

Called Joe's mother, told her: 
what I had been able to do??? 
I get ahold of Barney Hilburn 
just as he is leaving for the day. 
This is about the kid that wants 
to stay iq Skyline. He asked me 
to call him back in the morning. 

Oh hell, I forgot about dinner. 
What am I gonna feed the kids? 
I'm worried about Mark. I talked 
to Everett's teacher. She said 
he needs help in reading and it 

You take that dollar away, and 
you will find they can't survive 
without it, Your dollar is boss. 

A SMALL INCIDENT 
A recent experience I had at 

Swan's Market made me decide 
to write this. lhavealwaysstop
ped at their luncheon meat coun
ter. I asked the counter man for 
three pounds of lunch meat, and 
pointed to one kind. He asked if 
I wanted it mixed, and I replied 
that I did, but to give me what I 
was pointing at first. 

He said, "Tell me what you 
want and I will pick it all up at 
once:' · 

(I hadn't made up my mind yet, 
but I did not expect him ~o read 
my mind.) I said, "You can't 
pick up three . pounds at once:• 

With that remark, he slung all 
the i:neat back into the showcase 

· and waved me on. Youhadbetter 
know I was made enough to do 
damage. If 1 had been a man, I 
would not have to stand insult.:;, 

The incident was so small, I 
could not help but think him pre
judiced. Now I can't say I mind 
prejudice in people, but when they 
bring it to their jobs - later. 

I complained to the manager 
upstairs, because I found out the 
man behind the counter was the 
manager down in his department. 
Can you imagine a manager that 
small? The upstairs manager 
-apologized for the downstairs 
one. This is just like mykicking 
you and my husband apologizes 
to you for me. P.S. Whileyou're 
about, put a check on your Service 
Centers. 

Your neighbor, 
A Fruitvale Resident 

would be a big help if I could spend 
some time with him and show an 
interest in what he is doing. He" s 
six years old now. 

Who the hell do I think I am? 
I can't even solve my own prob
lems. Where do I get the nerve 
to tell other people I might be 
able to help them? 


