Decision Due
On Alternative

Schools Here

Federal civil rights officers expect a decision seme
time after Christmas to see whether two federally
funded “alternative schoals™ here for blacksand Mex-
ican-Americans are illegally segregated emd violate

\civil rights laws.
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But Superiniendent of
,chools Dy. Richmwg Foster,
who ameamd ethesday

wmbh:ghn

ing on the jssue Is confident
the school disirict’s stand will
be vindicated.

Under fire are Black
House, an all-black “alterna- |
tive” school, and the all-
“Chicano” Casa de la Raza.

FOSTER AND three aides

The bearing came afler

" Senator Jdm D. McClellan

(D-Ark,) filed 2 complaint
against the two schoola

J. Stamley Pottinger,
HEW's civil rights chief, said
yesterday that he expects a
decision on the investigation
of the two schools “sometime
after Christmas.”

““This has national implica-
tions,”” Pottinger said in
Washmgton “The question is
whether thls (establishment
of Black House and Casa de
la Raza) is affirmative action
to truly overcoms the effects
of past diserimination er a
form of diserimination {t-
self.”

aljr; - day @iat Pottinger
said yester et

had told hlm “we could con-
tinve and there will B no
precipifous action out of
Washington."

He said the MeClellan
complaint that the schools vi-
olate Title Six of the Tivil
Rights Act of 1964 was ‘“not'
an educatiopal jssue but
rather a politieal issue.

“It was an attempt to em-
barrass the leader in: deseg-
regation in America in
arder to have solace for their

,"" Faster charge
(Turn (o Page 2, Col. 1)
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Foster was in Washingion
with Lawrence Wells, direc-
tor of the Berkeley Unified
School District's “experimen-
tal” schools; Horace Upshaw,
director of Black House; and
Victor Acosta, director of
Casa ce la Raza.

THEY ALSO met with Rep.
Ronald V. Dellums " (D-
Berkeley) who said he sup-
ported the -two, schools,
Foster said.

In Washingtpn, HEW,
which is charged with enfore-

ing civil rlghm laws, released {ltrymg to do, and that we did ‘How can such a program be

a letter from Secretary Elliot
L. Richardson {o Senator |

it all in the open, and they acceptable in Berkeley and
| agree that there must also be

still mot allow a raeist situa-

MecClellan stating that “As a | ‘some circumstances in which tion to develop in Little Rock
result of your inquiry the of- | pwe could run.a school for — or Little Rocks?’

fice for civil rights is inves-

ect™
Robert B. Binswanger, .

mental schools program,
noted that “Berkleey hés
presenfed a valid experi-
mental design, Three hundred
children having this kind of
alternative
worth tesﬂng. assessing and

evaluating.”
FOSTER SAID rthat “the}"
fidm what Berkeley is

experience is -

p——

! black youngsters and Chicano
{igating the Berkeley proj- youngsters and not violate
Title Six.

“The question which is up-
director of HEW’'s experi- , permost in their mind is:
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Pottinger and his staff will
continue to study the pro-
grams, but arranged for no
further meetings on the sub-
Ject, according to Foster.

Black House, Foster said,
was sel up two years ago to
provide extra support for
black students at Berkeley

_..High School who have suf-,

fered from being “in a cul-
ture that has been Anglo-con-
‘trofled and racist to minori-
.ties.”’

CASA WAS also. estabhs:hed
this fall at the request of the
Spanish-speakingstaff of the
district and the Mexican-
American community, to help
their youngsters maintain
their cultural heritage while
receiving public education,

A total of $50,000 of HEW
funds are used in the two
programs which are a part of
the distmct-ﬁide ental
schools project which will re-
ceive roughly $5 million over
the next five years from l.'ed-
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