
Dear D:;:-. m .lo:J: 

10 30 Trestle ~l c n na . 
'ntl nnd, Cnlif. r4610 
Jan. 7, 1973 

Thnnk ycu fo:- ~•our let tor of Doc. 20. I hnvc ~hnr,,,l 1 t ·.,1th !:>r . W1 1-
cox nnd w1 th M~mbcrs or tlle Cotmc11, nr.<.1 ,.,.o nre ~enr.rnll v f!i:"Z' ti ~1ed to 
have your support 1n our conviction thnt the best locntion of" our school 
is Derkeloy, or its ir :r1edinte v l c~ l"! :lty . ne r.:•c r. s~r.cinJl~• T•J.(Jn r.c~, too, 
thnt you nre so une quivocnlly ontn!'.lc~l to t he utterly callous nnd a rbi-
trary concer,t or conbincd schools. The :,;oner:il tone of y our letter was 
sonowhnt enccurnG~ncr. 

But we nro di:mpr ointca thnt ;•ou co~llr1 f'ir.cJ r:o ,._-ny to cut thot Gorn1an 
lmot of the "Lal Tract" in t..l cnny. ·.rour use o!' the •.:10rd "Bncurnbcrc1" 
se~rns very apt ,.naocu with respect to such sticky le1al ontters. Short 
of rer:n i nin~ ri~ht whnrc we nre, or us~.ng those portions of the two cnn-
pusos ,,.'hi ch nre (: ceT_1e 1 nnfe on ·which to r0buil<l, 1 t seetns to us thn t t 
that ,Ubany site ,:o:;1-:1 ll::i idenl. I~ t !1c mcnn tir.:e, wo ~re :1nvo.s t i ; fl ting 
the Berkeley ~-:F.&rinn dis trict. 

Thei posslb:! l i ty of loc:1 t!n:_r, t he :_; .;:: : ·· :::-1 f or t! e '.)l.i!"'.<2 ~.r.. C:..r.c c- :..•d s0ems to 
:i~ny of :is sonctt1111 of :')_ c ·:i~:1,r::,:-1.i,c-- :,~:-~,:--,~ , even, n ri ~1' . "c cnn 
only nssumc t:1~t DY:TD sorvicc •.-rill soon bec 01no n rcr.11 ty, :-.nd that cor.-
fo;!cting bus zcr-1ice will be establi s hed ·.-14-:ich w111 ~c conv",?n icnt to the 
new :;r.hool. In - n y c n::c l · ,10 ccr t:dr.~ y n,:rc~ t!1.1t ~,7 , 000 :· -:- r ~ci:-c of 
the 8O-ncrc pcrc~l ·;:-u c · tc ·1 1~ n ':) ::-:,tty s ti f f ';')rice . r,nc o:' our t cnch-

l _,,. l -,,'I • r.c•- ~ .,.. T . , ·~ 1 •.•!,I h 1 •1) 1 ... ,...11 .,, ... ' "Jt; n : •( ,, ... n ers 1, .. ., a c,. _ on c. , , .. 1.:.c : i .. 11.;c 1 ... ,_c .. . ... _ ... :::> • . , ., , 1.. · ;-i;1 ·-'" r"', 
or po=:sibly les s. T:,1:; l':Us t be n di.:'ferent p:1 rcc l :-i lto;et!·icr , nml ~·r. 
~rif:fing hns :Y.!lJl1 , : ·.~1 :; ::; c..J o:' it. 

Vory r~".!ontly, it :1 , :.: c n:,:c t '.1 ::. ur :..i ttcl : t i o:1 t'. 1·• t t •~r_: ~i :::: :: , .~ · r•~- - t-,~:1t 
1s nrdc!'ltly --,ro:·otini the idc::1 of l'.)C '"l ti~ -,: '.10 t ~ t'.:~ ::: ~h•-.ols fr: r t 11 o bl 
bll..'10 nnd f::r t ·1c r: c:i f in 2:"!~rar.c~1tc•, 0!1 1 ~11 -1 cu:-r r?1 tly 0 :." •::·..1,~ j c,~ b :,;- the 
1-olice Acnd0,,y. :·0°r :1-::r:1·.:; •Jnto dee ~ sa~., tn 1,c n better i c:en thnn most 
of t!l-3 '.)the :::- :;1 tc3 , 1·cv1cu.:;ly c::m ~i ·1er~ c: , ,,:-: ·~ 1 t i s :.t'1 '1cn i:-.b ly n -:3tro-
pill1 tnn ar'3~. Du t ,~c-vi!lr; f ror. this p!'osen t :iron t o ". · crnr.:cn to "·o,1ld ro-
Sill t :..::1 sor.ic l' '.1 t'1cr U..'lfortvr.::1 to s :-ic:-i flccs . ~:~ny of tho r,r' Vrlntru:es wo 
hc>.vo continuc.lly c i tea t!S ren,,cns f or l·'?e-:1 n~ tho school ir. thi s 1n.-ned1-
ate vici nity w~ ~l~ , o: n~ cc 3.:; i t y , h~ r ~~rot t o~; such qs : 

1. ~··:1rti.ci p,1tl:·n i :-: t h~1 ::c:::i-,ut~r .. c:1 c ·1 :1'1 ·._: : ·0; !'.'.l l:! .:in!l rlC :l j't~':°'.o'1 of :-.n-
tcrials for t~1c blll:r1 in t he Science r:urr:1 c\,lu~ I:-ir,rovcr:c n t · tur1y nt the 
l.r\l-rrence Iinll of :-;c ic~cc. 

2. T~H? ·voc - t i ::: n:- 1 :·:· ·1·r tL1 ~·i-: ·· -.:•:- -: ···--·•i •·--: ~(! 
pert Ccntor · ·orb:~: r: 'i -·n :~ t he Cn J.ii' :-- r - 1:. · ::·1::;tr j ~!J 

~- -~ , - ~ rt · ,1-
r0~· t h r> 1 1nfl . 

3. The 01:ton ::;ive :' :.d u oll-c~ t nbl1 s~ i~d v :-1 11r.tr?c r services rrC":'i t he l'n1-
versi ty of C;-i.lif ~:=-n:t.:i , o ther ny ,\ !'c ,'1 c oll";C5 .-i:,a t ~n s :2rt' ,,:1ni i:i; c or:-
rnm1 ty. 



It. A conven1ent1y accossible trnininr, conter,for st11dent te:ichers in 
Spec1a1 Education Coreas 01· Visually hnndicnpped deaf-blind and other 
nulti-handicn~p'>d) for the University or Caliron'.ia nnd California State University, San Fl-ruic1sco. 

5. Tho school's nccoss to the Lew Vision Clinic of tho University ot' 
Cnl1f'o::-nia, es I"'ll n s o tbcr nnec1'111zed oorYices of this nrea 's fine hospitaJ.s and rned!.cnl schools. · 
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6. The services er n subst:mtiul portion or a h<.P,hly qun11!"1od " rofes-
sionnJ. stnrr, ur:nblc to ~ovo out or the area because or family and pei,.. sonal COmmitments. 

It is all vcll Md r,eod re!' tho Finance Donnrh,.ent to define cost in 
ter:,s or dollc:rs :md cents. But whnt abo,,i: the very real cost, 1n terms 
of n sh."ll!le:f'nlly dcvnlucd education and training of Califo>nia's multi-hnndicnpped blind d 1ilo:.'cn, lID.Q. hr™ n,qwh~rp WJt ~? 

When the Ctn te :;~~s ~5. tc-::;ccing, ·wo beliove 1 t should clo so vi th fore-sight and vision. 

Cordinlly, 

,Tr.hn c!1 F:'anca!Jeo, President 

C.:1li:forni;:! ' ' ci108 l :for the Blind ·n ployecs Counc1~ 



wu.ao111111.11 
>.-~:~•;~• nt of Public Inatruction 

rector of F.ducation 

ST ATE OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
STATE EDUCATION BUILDING, 721 CAPITOL MALL, SACRAMENTO .95814 

April 16, 1973 

Mr. John di Francesco, President 
California School for the Blind 

Elllployees Council 
1030 Trestle Glen Road 
Oakland, California 94610 

Dear Mr. di Francesco: 

'lllank you for your letter of April 1, 1973, regarding the California 
School for the Blind and the need to relocate and rebuild. 

It is true that this Department is conuni tted to an East Bay l ocati on 
f or both the California School for the Blind and the California School for 
the Deaf. You will be interested in knowing that the Legislative Analyst 
has agreed that first consideration for relocation of these schools should 
be given to the Mt. Diablo Valley area of the East Bay. 

Among the fif'ty sites evaluated as potential relocation sites for the 
California School for the Blind, the Gil Tract was by far the most satisfactory 
in terms of the criteria established and the Department has reported that 
to the legislative committees, the Legislative Analyst and the Department 
of Finance. As you know this does not specify the availability of the 
Property for the purpose of relocating the California School for the Blind. 
The land required to build a new special school is bet-ween 18 - 25 acres of 
reasonably level terrain. To secure that much property within the Gil Tract 
would force closure of a long time agricultural experimentation program of 
the University administration to replace this land with other suitable 
property for the speci:f'ic purpose of experimental studies in agriculture. 
Although our need is great in relation to the School for the Blind, it is 
unreasonable to ask the University to solve our problem by creating problems :for their own program. 

It is ll\Y understanding that the Albany School District is seeking only 
a small portion of the Gil Tract property which is not now in use by the 
experimental project and can be replaced by existing property owned by the 
University. 1be school district has o:f'fered to buy 5.5 acres of the unused 
9.5 pa.reel on the southwest corner o:f' Jackson and Buchanan Streets. The 
University Board of Regents has accepted this offer. I am advised that this 
sale is contingent on a successful bond election before June 1, 1974. You 
can see that this proposal and acceptance does not force the curtailment of 



Mr. John di Francesco, cont'd -2- April 16, 1973 

an agricultural experimental program and enables the University to derive 
considerable revenue from land that is surplus to their needs. 

I have provided some detail in this response so that the situation may 
be clear to you. I do not foresee how the Department can realistically 
pursue the 011 Tract property even if 1 t has great attraction as a site for 
the California School for the Blind. The University was :fully aware of our 
interest and needs at the time the Regents reached a decision in regard to 
the Albany School District's proposal. Additionally, the July 1, 1975, dead-
lines w face do not provide us with the time to engage in lengthy negotia-
tions; -we must be -well along in the construction of a new School for the Blind 
by that date. 

WILSON RILES 
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