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William Thomas, who resigned as
. business manager of the Berkeley
Unified School District eight months
ago, today replied to char%a«s a:fnhainSt
him raised in a report by ur
Young and Company.
Thomas said he was not responsi-
ble for past et overruns, since
m?lschool bo 1 never adgl}:lr]tedba CC
..policy to control overspen I
adm?lf:istratcrs, and ‘“there arg 23% fo
separate budgets and 1 could not
check all of them."
Thomas said also that the consult-

ing firm’s criticism of him for al-
legedly avoiding bid rocess in
the painting of LeConte School is also
lacking facts., -

Thomas said, !'There were not
epough district painters to do the
work, and there was a painters’

--- strike outside the district* -——- -
- “The school board passed an
emergency resolution approving the

__use of outside painters and they had
“to be paid on an hourly basis, with

;;ﬁeeuts less than $5,000," Thom
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Under the emergency resolution, B
the district could hire outside work- . _ .0
" ers for up to 90 days. )

The consultants also criticized

Thomas, without naming him, for

“circumventing budget coatrols,”

and paa{img some employes out of

funds allocated for program whith

. did not involve those employes.

Thomas. said, *“The schoo! district

is required by law to pay its

-—employes and if it didn't legal action

. would be brought by the trial

Relations Board.” N

) “They had to be paid and I had

" authority to transfer funds under
$5,000 submitting it to the board for %
informational purposes. If the I
amount was mare than $5,000, then s{
b(}%l‘d approval was needed,” he -
n

saild.
arding the past budget over- I
ﬁi%m‘s,gﬁ_dfn%s*'éﬁd_“w&strm .
budget has been overspent.for.the . p
g?.sL—Ls-stears-by certain adminis- &
ators in the district and no action P
has ever been taken by the board or
% the superintendent. ]
‘““As a matter of fazt. the superin- -
tendent’s own budget was overspent...
by $68,000 last year, and howcould I
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{Turn to page 2, col. 3) - ‘



