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THE CASE STUDY OF THE HISTORY AND DEVELOPIENT

OF TEE ECOLOGY ACTIOMN EDUCATIOMNAL INSTITUTZ

CHAPTER I

It is always difficult to know where to start when writing a
history, but because the Institute is largely the work of its
present director, Clifford Humphrey, the early events that lead to

his decision to establish Ecology Action may be of interest.

In 1966 in San Diego, California, his step-son, William
Taylor, convinced Cliff that he should hear an address on the
Vietnam war by Senator Wayne iforse of Oregon. After ligtening
to this address and reading further on the conflict in Vietnam, C1liZf
became active in the peace movement in San Diego. At that time he
was employed by the State of California Division of Highways and
currently engaged in an origin and destination transportation study.
He was privately concerned that the study was totally focused on
servicing existing needs and their projections without any attempt
being made to manage or direct those needs. Subsequently, the
decision was made to return to college. When he left San Diego
for Berkeley, in the summer of 1966, he was thinking of looking
into archeology at one of the campuses in the Bay Area. He could
not enter U.C., Berkeley. directly because his grade point

average was too low for transfer students, so he enrolled in
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Merritt Junior College to bring his grade point average up. Several
courses of different types were taken with the idea that through
this experience an academic major and career could be more closely
determined. Courses in Political Science, Anthropology, Economics,
Philosophy and Spanish were taken. A synthesis of materials and
ideas from three of those classes have continued to influence the
writings and activities of the Institute until this day. The

major concept acquired in the Economics class that that the real

cost of anything is the alternatives foregone. At the same time

Cliff was writing a spécial paper for a Political Science class

on the inequitable distribution of resource location and use by

the world's population centers. In the Anthropology class several
different peoples anh their cultures were being studied, but one

was much more significant than all of the rest. The class was given
an assignment to write a paper on the Hcology of the Cheyenne Indian
Chief. This was Cliff Humphrey's first experience with the word
"ecology". The instructor was pushing his students to try to under-
stand a new type of relationship between a people and their natural
and social enviromment. The key seemed to be the recognition by
the people of certain absolute conditions within which they had to

control their affairs.

When the high points of these three classes were synthesized
in the context of searching for more understanding of the Vietnam
conflict, Cliff began to realize that the peace movement was not

addressing itself to the reasons responsible for that conflict. The
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concept of peace began tc denote much more than the absence of war
or bloodshed. This feeling led directly to the first document
written for Ecology Action. The initial essay, "A Unifying Theme"
was written shortly before Cliff's meeting Chuck Herrick at an
organizing meeting of the Peace and Freedom Party. Chuck Herrick
was a Vietnam veteran and also was trained in the fields of Zoology
and Architecture. He had recently left a special program in

Regional Planning at the University of California at Berkeley.

Cliff Humphrey and Chuck Herrick decided to form an ecology caucus
within the Peace and Freedom Party with the purpose of bringing

the ecological overview, a unifying theme, forward as the central
point of the Peace and Freedom Party. They decided that if this
theme did not become visible within the Party's affairs that they
would then leave the Peace and Freedom Party and start a group to
be called "Ecology Action®. Vhile the pamphlet "What is Peace?,
Vhat is Freedom?", prepared with the help of Cliff's wife, Mary,
and Chuck's friend, Betty Schwimmer, was respectzd and well thought
of by individual people at the founding convention in Richmond, the
ecological perspective never became a visible rallying point for

the Party.

Ecology was then, and perhaps is now, understood too much as
an enviornmental issue, rather than as a point of departure around
which to organize the total affairs of mankind. In early 1968,

Chuck and Cliff established Ecology Action outside of the Pzace and



History and Development of the EAEI b,

Freedom Party, but it was decided that Chuck slkould go to a natiomal
organization meeting of the Party in Lnn Arbor, ifichigan, to present
the ecological perspective as a national organizing themg£. Chuck
Herrick was killed in an automobile accident on the way to that
meeting. is a memorial to Chuck, Cliff Humphrey and friends com-
pleted Chuck's plans for a user-developed park on the corner of
Dwight and Telegraph in Berkeley in the summer of 1968. 4 corner of
a vacant lot was transformed by a2 small nucleus of activists and
beople who happened.to walk by. The transformation included bulletin
boards, sculpture, flowers small shrubs and a few trees. Soup was
served there several times and many people began to talk with Cliff
and other members of the initial Ecology Action group. This led to
the Politics of Ecology class given through the Free University. To
spread the ideas further, Cliff and his wife, Mary, and Charlie
Devlin, one of the workers on the Peoples' Park at the corner of
Dwight and Telegraph, designed and constructed an exhibit to go on
tour at various libraries and student union buildings in the Bay Area.
Many contacts were made through a sign-up sheet that was left wherever
the oxhibits were set up. A loose working group of about 40 people
uas maintained throughout the remainder of 1958 and 1969. During
that time many actions, events or happenings were held vhich estab-
lished national attention. Literature at that time focused on indivi-
dual action and such projects as neighborhood cooperation, recycling,

stc,



History and Development of the EAEI 5

National publicity led to hundreds of letters a week from all over
the country--from individuals, clubs and organizations of all types——
all wanting ideas on what they could do and wanting to understand the
ecological perspective, This volume of mail and correspondence led us
to the decision to incorporate from Ecology Action into the Ecology
Action Educational Institute. The corporation was formed "to develop

the methods for the ereation of a balanced relationship between the

needs and desires of man and the limitations of the life support system".

Our experience with individual action, its success as well as its limita-
tions, was forcing us to deal with more far reaching institutional
changes and political application in addition to doing whatever we can
do today, at this moment. In September,.1969, Ecology Action held its
first press conference--at the Berkeley City Dump. This press confer-
ence was in direct response to the meeting of the industrialists of the
Pacific Basin at the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco, Surrounded by
supporters, and dead fish from the Aquatic Park fish kill, Cliff

Humphrey read an open letter to David Rockefeller and the up-dated
version of the founding document of the United States, The Declaration

of Interdependence.,

During the fall of 1969, the stage was set for the reputation and
following that the Institute has today., The series of public happenings
reached a peak when the Humphreys removed their private automobile
from the road through public and cooperative destruction. A demonstra-
tion was planned--not anti-pollution, but smog-free locomotion. Smog-

Free Locomotion Day was a national publicity success.,
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At this time Cliff Humphrey began working with Bob Evans in the
chore of rewriting Cliff's senior thesis from San Francisco State
College into the now-popular text, "What's Ecology?". These activities
led to a mail peak of over 150 letters a day late in 1969 and early
1970. Cliff further synthesized his ideas and overview by teaching
a class called "The Ecological Dynamics of Social Change" at the
University of California Extension in San Francisco. Out of that class
evolved the lifehouse concept, By this time over 200 Ecology Action
groups had formed across the country. At the same time the Humphreys
were also instrumental in assisting Ray Balter in the establishment

of the first Ecology Center.

In late 1969 it became increasingly obvious that many of the
ideas and activities of Ecology Action were spreading only to those
cormunities and groups which were in some way focused on what was
happening in the Berkeley and larger Bay Areas. The Humphreys-
began to wonder if what they were doing and advocating was in any
way Berkeley specific, that is, only possible in Berkeley, and only
popular elsewhere because it was being done in Berkeley. At the
same time it was becoming clear that the urban problems had a very
interdependent nature with the problems within our agricultural
areas. Th2t is, the crowding in urban areas that leads to so many
of our problems has only become possible as we have developed mono-
agricultural techhiques in our rural areas. From a holistic point
of view, most of our urban problems were dependent on the existence

of problems in our farm areas. Thus the decision was made in 1969
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to undertake a survival walk through the agricultural lands of central

California from Sacramento south to Los Angeles.

Beginning in liarch of 1970, we, being about 50 people, covered
600 miles on foot in a little over six weeks. We had vehicles with
us which we had converted to propane and which were used to haul many
exhibits, educational materials, films, puppet shows, ete. Evenings
were spent either in a camp that we made ourselves or in the homes of
supporters in towns along our route, We held about 12 one-day-long
"Eco Festivals" in the major cities and towns throughout the length of
the San Joaquin Valley. Iliany people we met on that walk are now the
coordinators and founders of successful Ecology Action groups throughout
the Central Valley of California, We also met many people from various
agencies wio have continued to keep in touch with us and tried to apply
our materials within their own profession in any way they can. Lester
Corn was the coordinator of the Swrvival Walk in licdesto, California,
He joined the walk when we reached Fresno and has continued to be
active with Ecology Action. Through our meeting him and our liking

Modesto, we decided to move the Institute here in June, 1970. The

Humphreys spent the rest of that summer living in a tent at the rear of

Lester Corn's house,

Gradually support was accumulated and an office was opened, Cliff
Humphrey stated both over television and directly to the City lianager,
John Keefe, the Ecology Aetion Educational Institute was locating in

liodesto to create in the Valley an example of environmental sanity.
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In addition to opening an office and having information and
materials available, early activities in lodesto included a smog-free
locomotion parade, an Ecology Fair, and assistance in many projects
such as roadside cleanups and float trips on Dry Creek, and the
Stanislaus River which pinpointed pollution sources. We were able to
start a rather unique recycling operation here in lkicdesto through
the cooperation of Gallo Wineries, Gallo bottles all of its wines
in liodesto and manufactures locally almost one million bottles per

day. They agreed to buy clean cullet, free of labels and rings,

exclusively from the Ecology Action Educational Institute, (the
advantages to us: having a local market, and being able to mix the
clear, the green, and the brown glass all together.) We decided to
establish several pick-up points throughout the town, most of them
in shopping centers that would be open 24 hours a day, and then we
would service these centers as often as necessary. This program has

bzen very successful,

Throughout this period Cliff and Mary Humphrey were speaking to
various organizations, classes and clubs. Other people in liodesto
were beginning to take part in a speaker program. In January 1970,
in the liodesto Bee, Cliff received recognition as one of the outstand-
ing citizens of liodesto., By July 1970, recycling volume increased,
2s did requests for speakers and resource persons. These activities
spread from the iiodesto proper area to small communities as much as
50 to 70 miles away. A Tarmers' liarket was started by Pat Nuzzo and

a buying cooperative is being formed.
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The Environmental Techniques Training Conference held in November
1971 was made possible by an Office of Education grant. Over 40
people attended, representing environmental groups from as far north
as Redding and as far south as Bakersfield., That group decided to
form the Central California Environmental Confederation which is now
focused on trying to solve the problems of the mismanagement of
agricultural lands and the poverty throughout the Central Valley
region.

Frem the inception of LEcology Action, the term "ecology" has
always implied a concern for the total heusehold, rather than just
the physical environment. During the Central Valley Environmental
techniques training conference, a County Source Book was pro@uced
for Stanislaus County, This is roughly an 80-page document feat-
uring the problems, issues, agency responsibilities and basic laws
for Stanislaus County, This working draft is being perfected now
for this county. It is also serving as a model for local source
books being developed by several other environmental groups through-

out the state.

In January 1972, our recycling activities took a new and
exciting turn. Charles Link came up with the idea of offering
groups in town, such as Active Conservation Tactics of liodesto
High School, $500 for supplying all the labor for the recycling
activities, The project was aptly dubbed "The Link Concept".

Recycling percentages are continuing to increase, more people now
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are involved with the program and more resources from the recovered

materials are going back into diverse community groups.

CHAPTER II

Relationships with Different Groups

Introduction:

Relationships with all other groups have always been a function of
what was possible with existing rescurces, rather than the result
of explicit advanced plans. We have always selected projects that
we could do at the moment with the human, monetary, and physical
resources available to us at that time. Such activity had to be
carried out without ;ny preconceived notion of what kinds of
relationships with what groups those activities might result in.

In other words, if we are responding to a trauma or problem that is
fult by a large segment of the community or the society, those
azctivities will be perceived as having meaning, direction, and
relevancy. We have then continued to assume that many people
throughout our society are bothered by the contradictions within
our cultural system. By taking an ecological perspective, these
contradictions come into clear focus, and the basic causes can be
understood, It is our intent with all of our activities to start
the people on an initial path of inquiry and re-evaluation of basie

values and orientation.
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A. THE PUBLIC
I. How visibility was established

I suppose many more people have read of the activities of the
Ecology Action groups around the country than have actually seen
any of those activities., Publicity has, without a doubt, been a
key to the spread of this concept. These activities have often
been described as "doing new things for new reasons", It seems
that once an idea, a concept, becomes established the national
media makes it much easier for local groups to spring up and
their purpose will be perceived immediately by their constitu-
encies, Addresses are always given as to where to write for
more information, where to telephone, or where one can drop by.
As we spawned E;ology Action groups across the country, articles
about us in various newsletters and bulletins and magazine
articles gave addresses and contacts where people who have heard
either in themedia or through a friend about the Ecology Action
movement could get in touch with other people or write for
information.

II. liaintaining this visibility

A transition has been made from activities and programs that
warrant national publicity to participation projects such as
various ecology center programs that would include gardening,
recycling, consumer coops, etc. Perhaps tens of thousands of
high school students and others who are involved in ecology action

programs are talking about their involvement at home and with
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their friends. Rather than the news stories about dramatic firsts,
the Ecology Action movement is now reported in newsletters from
hundreds of different types of conservation and environmental
groups. HMany other organizations such as the Kiwanis, Toastmasters,
Association of University Women, League of Women Voters, etec., all
list ideas on how to carry out ecology action, While this is
certainly a sign of our success, in one small way it is also
bringing about our demise, The Institute and many other original
ecology action type groups have not been able to make the transi-
tion from the existing flow of early donations to a sustained
financial base, While we are providing needed services and

people are making good use of these services, an institutional-

ized channel of "payment" has not yet been established.
III. Effectiveness and Deficiencies.

There can be no doubt that environmental issues have certainly
been raised and many people are involved with programs and
informaticn, but ecology as a guide for an ethical system of human
behavior has not yet been established. It has become increas-
ingly difficult to talk of proposals for action in a holistic
context, For instance, with recycling, it is proposed and
advocated as a place to begin, not an end in itself. But many
both near and far, become enthusiastic and get started. Some do
not see their activities in the same perspective that the

suggestion was originally offered.



History and Development of the EAEIL 13.

At this time Ecology is still thought of too much in a physical
environmental sense, rather than a holistic consideration of man's
total social, man-made, and natural setting. The word ecology itself
has been used in gr many different ways, the public isn't quite sure
of exactly what it means., This can be both an advantage and a dis-
advantage. In all too many cases it is just a new label given to
practices and studies in various teachings and investigations that
were already going on., This is true of the advertising industry, as

well as the educational community, and it is certainly true of poli-

ticians.

B. THE OTHER COMiUNITY GROUPS
I How relationships were established
In most cases relationships with other groups, both when

we were in the Bay Area and here in liodesto, came about through

a member of the other group with an interest in ecology informally

contacting us. !Je would then go to a meeting explaining what we
were interested in, the activities, and the materials we had to
offer. The relationship then grew out of actions taken or not
taken by the other group. In most cases, other groups assimilate
our materials and then initiate ecology action type projects
within their existing memberships. 1In some cases, usually with

younger memberships, the group decides to go en masse over to

the Ecology Center and help for one day, either on a one time only

basis, or regularly, such as once a week, or once a month, In

most of those cases some individual members will continue to come
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around at odd times, sometimes quite often, independent from
the relationship of the group. These people are continually
carrying ideas and materials back to the other group, influenc-

ing the group affairs and activitiles,

In some cases a community group will delegate a representa-
tive to pay more formal calls on us for advice, counsel and
sample materials that they then present in an official report
to their group. In other cases, a program chairman will contact
us for a speaker without really any idea of the applicability of
our programs and direction to the members of that group--his
only worry being one of providing an interesting program. This
type of relationship, particularly with luncheon service clubs,
has led to very little influence in the club's affairs, but there
is always the possibility that several individual people attending
will take a strong interest in the activities of the Institute.
Such contacts have resulted in many forms of assistance from

local businesses and other organizations,

II. How are these relationships maintained?

Usually the only formal actijvity is the exchange of news~
letters and other materials. In some cases a liaison person
will be designated. It appears that many other groups keep track
of our activities and direction through our frequent mention in

the local newspapers.,
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IITI. Effectiveness and Deficiencies

These practices and methods have not yet resulted in projects
that are jointly sponsored by many community groups. While the
members of many groups are taking part in such programs as re-
cycling or frequenting the Farmers' lMarket, community groups have
not yet joined together around a common information base, and
are not yet making an overt attempt to coordinate their affairs,

projects, concerns, resources, ete,

C. LOCAL GOVERNHENT AND AGENCIES

I. How relationship was established

Since our initial emphasis was on individual action that could
be taken immediately, it was not until Ecology Action had been
in existence for about a year that we began to work directly with
official governmental agencies. A slight exception would be that
of working with schools and libraries to obtain space in which 'to
put up our early exhibit, "The Environment of lian"., In other words,
early contact with local government was something that we just
didn't put time and energy into, rather than something we avoided.
In fact, without the cooperation of lr. Hosher of Parks and Rec-
reation in Berkeley, and lir. Hanley, the City lianager, we would
not have been successful in the construction of the small plaza
at the corner of Dwight and Telegraph. Whenever a problem did
arise and we had to consult or work with city officials, it has

been our experience that they will assist to the limit of their
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resources and jurisdiction. In many cases staff people have been
willing to work with us beyond our expectations, In many cases
they have offorded recommendations to City Councils and Boards of
Supervisors for consideration only to see those recommendations
misunderstood or denied in public meetings., They are willing to
assist citizen groups trying to change the political realities

so some of these essential programs can come into being. As

office holders tend to get "older" and staffs tend to get "younger",

more of this, I am sure, will take place.

I think the folloving example will illustrate very well the
potential for unimagined cooperation once someone cares enough
and takes the time to take the initial step.

In 1969, the city of Berkeley had undertaken a prophylactic
spray program for aphids on Linden trees. On one of these appli-
cation runs they were moving down the street spraying the Linden
crees opposite a small garden started by Bob and Jenny Hilsman.
Jenny was alarmed at the sight and smell of the spray rig, as she
had recently released some beneficial insects in her small garden.
She approached the operator and wanted to know what agent he was
spraying and what he was spraying it on. The operator was unable
to answer her queries, and a call was put in to his supervisor,
Mr, Hosher. This call resulted in a meeting between Jenny Hilsman,
Cliff Humphrey, lir. Mosher of the City of Berkeley, and Dr. Donald

Dahlsten of the University of California at Berkeley, Experimental
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Station. This marked the first time that anyone from the enty~

mology experimental station discussed spray techniques with

anyone from the City of Berkeley. Several discussions were

held on this matter--the result, a city-funded research program
to locate, import, and establish a predator population for the
Linden aphids. Even though this sequence is widely remarked
upon as an example of citizen, scientist, and government coop-
eration, it has not yet resulted in any organized attempt to
preempt the necessity for the citizens initiating the action,

nor to give rise to more such citizen actions being taken.

This experience was qualitatively much different from
another one that might be interesting to examine: the Aquatie
Park fish kill, in Berkeley. Fish kills had happened several
times before during summer months. The kill this year attracted
much more attention because ecology was on its way out into an
open and searching public discussion. The lake at Aquatic Park
is rather long, narrow, and shallow. There is some cireculation
of salt water from San Francisco Bay through tidal gates. The
shallowness of the water leads to the growth of duck weed.
Proximity to an industrial area results in some firms dumping
directly irto Aquatic Park, Although sewer lines bypass the
park, leaks are suspected and storm drains still empty directly
into the lake, Several people tried to obtain information about

the history of the fish kills in Aquatic Park, and the exact
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nature of eny possible pollutants being dumped into this small
lake. Belp was needed from the city: 3information on the location
of the tidal gates, diameter of the pipes, etc. We did recover
samples of some black material that apparently entered the lake
through the storm drain system. After several months of rather
intense effort, we were not able to accomplish anything. The
biggest reason seemed to be that too many people had jurisdiction
over the lake itself, its immediate environs, and perhaps even
access to its waters., Along the eastern boundary were railroad
tracks and behind the tracks a highly developed industrial area,
with major traffic arterials to the north, south and west., In
addition, the expressway on the west was scheduled for widening
and the tidelands, therefore, for additional filling. Waters
entering and leaving Aquatic Park had to pass under this freeway
through pipes easily silted. The lake was used by water skiers,
a small marina and several fishing clubs. It can be easily
appreciated that this is a much different management situation
from the first case with the Linden aphids. To be equally
effective with Aquatic Park as we had been with the aphid pro-
gram, a strong coalition of city, conservation, recreation, and
perhaps industrial forces would have had to be assembled. The
main difficulty was that a concensus on the optimum, or best

possible use, of Aquatic Park did not exist between these diverse

groups [
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On another issue Ecology Action was contacted by public
officials in Berkeley., People charged with Environmental Health,
or Comprehensive Health Planning, have often gone to local
environmental or Ecology Action type groups for assistance in
planning and implementing citizen participation programs, In
Berkeley, this original contact by city Public Health officials
has resulted in a joint publishing and ﬁriting venture between
Public Health and Berkeley Ecology Action of a leaflet on com-
posting, Today, many environmental health agencies write to
the Ecology Action Educational Institute in liodesto for our

general information and advice on various matters.
II, How relationships are maintained

At this time, any maintenance of relationships with other
groups is mostly through second hand sources, such_as newspaper
stories, speakers at various service clubs where staff or elected
officials may be present, sons, daughters, or relatives or friends
taking part, in Ecology Action programs. Such a relationship may
not appear effective, but carries some very definite advantages.,
Elected and staff officials are given every opportunity to im-
plement new programs and receive full credit for them, which in
some cases may result in more progress than would come from a
confrontation at a City Council meeting or hearing, However, on
difficult issues where there is an obvious conflict of interest

between two well defined groups, public pressure is essential.
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In some cases the city or town may be so large that this type

of contact takes place only to a very limited extent,

iII. Effectiveness and Deficiencies

Local government largeley feels that it exists to serve
its resident population and the present economic realities
upon which those populations are dependent, Local government
does not yet feel that it has a responsibility to long-range
goals or to becoming a leader in the field of short-range
action, Perhaps, if more personal friendships were cultivated,
and if there were more participation in City Council meetings,
hearings, etc., local officials would come to understand better
the direction and motivation of people in the environmental

movement,

The major deficiency in this area is that staff people
and elected officials on the one hand, and citizens groups on

the other, are using two quite different sources of information.

City offictals are well steeped in what is possible or practical,
but citizens' groups are quite familiar with what is needed and
what is required. Local officials tend to read more literature
geared to the professional planner, manager, etc., that is
largely funded through the advertisements of products for those
professionals, while a member of the active citizens' groups
reads and concerns himself with environmental literature and

issues that have no such relationship with any advertiser,
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D. PRIVATE BUSINESS
I. How relationships were initiated.

In all cases in this area, private businesses have contacted
us either to assist us in our very visible public projects or to
try to persuade us to a more reasonable position in regards to a
leaflet or a program that may in fact be hurting them. However,
it should be realized by all parties concerned (the government,
business, and the citizens' groups) that the environmental re-
think is bigger than any one of these parties. The times are
definitely changing and it cannot be said by business or the
citizens' groups that the other is responsible for existing
political issues and some economic problems. Th-ough modifications
in advertising campaigns and, to some extent, choice of materials,
private business has indeed responded to the enviornmental move-
ment. But this has not been through any direct association with
groups like Ecology Action Educational Institute. So we see that
this relationship is primarily established through the appro-
priateness of the information and issues that the environmental

movement has brought to the forefront in the past four years,

We have experienced here in lodesto, as we did in Berkeley
and, I'm sure, as environmental groups across the country have
also experienced, that many individuals in various types of
employment have approached us wanting to know how their firm or

organization can help with a speci®i~ activity or resource that
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they could donate to help with an existing program: In Modesto
such relationships include the local U-Haul Trailer franchiser
letting us use shop bound trailers, or a call from an employee
within county probation department informing us of large quantities
of shreaded paper that results from the disposal of -sonfidential
records that he thought we might have some use for, There seems
to be no way to actively solicit such relationships. These
occcurences are totally dependent upon someone learning of our
existence, our programs, and then creatively responding with the
resources and information within his control. To a large extent
these relationships are a function of adequate publicity and broad
community visibility rather than our trying to identify the people
most likely to help.,

While it is true that many companies have tried to utilize ecolo-
gical sympathies for very selfish gains, some real progress has
been made, In Los Angeles a small chain of markets tries to keep
their items, packages, and in-store processes in harmony with
ecological perspective. This came to pass as a result of the
store owner's daughter bringing home the message of ecology from
some classes and programs at the University of California Davis
campus., iiany banks and foundations and other institutions pride
themselves on their increasing use of recycled paper for inter-
bank reports, checks, and so on. In some areas it looks as if the
returnable bottle is at least holding its own, if not, in fact,

staging some kind of comeback. As the information level of the
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general public increases, they will become more able to determine
vhich companies positions do have blatant internal contradictions,
Thus, any misuse of ecological sympathies will be very self-

defeating.
II. How relationships were maintained,

At this time, many people in management positions and within
private business are members or have members of various environ-
mental groups within their own household or family. We have heard
of many instances of intense pressure from wives, sons and daughters
and colleagues to change position or procedures on an environmental
issue, We feel that general citizen pressure for a change in
business procedure is now much more widespread but less glamorous
than a year or so ago. Dlany business conventions and association
meetings are dealing more and more with environmental issues.
Program chairmen who search diligently for data and speakers to
support more of a company view on the situation are, in fact,
decreasing credibility within the company as employees come in
contact with more informed people and read more and more about

the environmental issues away from the job,
JII Effectiveness and deficiencies

To the extent that private business practices have come
into alignmant with the ecological perspective, this type of
relationship has been effective, but it is certainly not suf-

ficient. Too many people in private business still feel that
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their basic security is a function of the success of the business
or firm that employs them. The environmental movement has not
been able to show how that type of dependent relationship can be
replaced with alternatives more compatible with the ecological
perspective, In terms of alternative economic institutions and
businesses, entrepeneur and management people have yet to grasp
the new opportunities opened up by expanding environmental con-
sciousness. Any transition into new ways of doing business, while
they may be repressive for the economy as a whole, will be a growth
industry for someone. Profit alone as a prime motive may be
repugnant to most people in the environmental movement, but

there is no doubt that the profit motive in many cases plays

a significant role in the transformation towards better practices.,
E. SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

I. How relationship was initiated

During the first six months or so of Ecology Action activity
we were iuvolved with many students and some teachers but these
activities all took place after school hours. We began a much
more direct relationship with schools that is continuing to evolve,
when Bob Evans, then a teacher at lioraga High School came by our
office and inquired about some environmental materials for a
course he was considering teaching (September 1969). He looked
over Cliff Humphrey's senior thesis and made the decision that

this should be rewritten to become the core material for an
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environmental high school course. This rewriting was accomplished
and the materials used as a text at C mpolindo High School. The
success of this unit led to the refinement of the materials

which was later published as, "What's Ecology?" by Hubbard
Scientific Press. The students did many things both on campus

and off compus within the community which resulted in their

being the first students to receive the Bay Area award for
contributing to environmental concern. The students also
constructed a motorcycle powered by electricity and entered

the clean air race,

About this same time many people from Ecology Action were
speaking in school rooms throughout the entire Bay Area, Some~
times the class projects followed and sometimes they did not,
but in any case, individual students began to do more on their
own and to take more of an interest in environmental affairs.,
Teachers began coming by to talk to us and to get materials
from us to introduce into their classes, or to put up on their
bulletin boards. Ir. Humphrey and other speakers appeared at
numberous college survey courses and topic seminars, sometimes
returning for several semesters or quarters in a row. We now
have several pieces of literature that we sell directly to
teachers, or in many cases, in bulk to the school or to the

school district.
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II. How this relationship is being maintained

In many cases these types of relationships have now evolved
to vhere the administrators of many schools, including department
heads, etc., are now regularly - rchasing materials from us.

This would include our subject leaflets and bibliographies, the
high school text, "What's Ecology?™, and other books we handle.
In many cases, contacts are continued through our participation
in teacher educational conferences, either as a member of the

program, or by being there with some of the Institute's litera-
ture, and by keeping in touch with some of the prime movers on

high school campuses and college campuses throughout California,

In many cases teachers, science consultants, curriculum
development people pass on to us,materials that they are working
on, developing, and things that they know of, In this way we
are being equipped to pass pertinent materials on to anyone who
makes inquiries. Now that we have been active with schools
for some years, we find instances where a student may leave
a school where he has become quite active with Ecology Action
to go to another school and there introduce his classmates

and instructors to the materials and services that we can offer.
JIII. Effectiveness and deficiencies

Our relationship with schools and colleges has not been a

budget item. Therefore, we have not been able to assign anyone
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to this task, but we feel we have been extremely effective
within that limitation. This is primarily because our approach
has laftmaximum  _ latitude for people who needed information
to be extremely creative and innovative, They then have rather
complete T-~cal control of the relationship between the Institute
and the school. That is to say, the relationship is more con-
trolled by the person at the school or the receiving end, than
it is by us, the Institute, at the sending end. It would have
been impossible for us to pay someone to locate the person most
likely at a particular school to institute the programs and the
materials, etc,; but by being extremely visible within the
educational community, and expecting people to get in touch
with us, those who are concerned, active, and able to put these
materials to good use have come forward, obtaining these things
from us, taking them back to their schools, and applying them

in the best way, given the limitations of their specific set of
circumstances. The major deficiency of this kind of approach

is that we are not competing on equal footing with, say, other
and more commercial sources of environmental materials and services.
We are very sure that many people who would like to know about
us and our materials are not in touch with us simply because we
have not been able to be visible in their eyes. We have not
been able to place an order form or an address and phone number
in front of all the people charged with curriculum development

and the procurement of educational materials, Thus, our rela-
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tionship with schools and colleges has been a function of someone
on the receiving end, being able to do a little bit extra in terms
of looking us up, getting a letter off, and finding out just

exactly what we have to offer,
F. LIBRARIES

I. How the relationship was established

Ecology Action has enjoyed a very good relationship with
libraries for over three years. Our first contact was with the
Mill Valley Public Library where we first displayed our exhibit--
"Man's Relationship to the Environment". The exhibit contained
about soventeen large hand-lettered and painted panels framed
in driftweood that we had scavenged from the Bay in San Francisco.
It was very strikingly done, rather sculptural, and addressed
itself to man's evolving introspection in relation to ihe environ-

ment. During the next year this exhibit toured many libraries

throughout the Bay Area. Each time the exhibit was on display we
had a table with some literature on it, and a sign-up book where
people would leave their name and phone number. We would then
call and invite them to the next Ecology Action meeting. This

is the way we built the original Ecology Action group, kept it
going, and helped many other groups and concerned individuals on
their way to being very environmentally active throughout the
Bay Area. This exhibit, after about two and one-half years of

being on tour, is now worn out and retired.



History and Development of the EAEIL 29,

We have begun a second relationship with'1libraries, It
sterted with trying to interest librariesin ‘subscribing to our
quarterly, "Ecology--the Journal of Cultiural Transformation", |
This effort and our general visibility withih thé enviyonmental
movement has led to subseription services atd-libfary journals
requesting our materials to review,..We'are Tisteéd in several
such sources for ufe by librarians. (;In,aifew cases we have
been zble to suggest to teachers who_were concerned with imple-
menting our materials furthe{ that they request 'their local
school librarians to obtain materials from the Institute, and
that they" make similar requests to public library purchasings:'
comnittees., We have develdped 4 literature packet for libraries-
which sells for $3.00 and contains cobies of our various

informational papers. Requests average about 20 a week.
II. How relationship is maintained

Of all the Institute's various relationships, this is the
rne that is maintained most nearly automatically. That is
becausze, in almost all cases, the libraries have purchased
materials or are subscribing from us., An annual review of this
rolationship is a function of the library's bookkeeping systems.
The ‘only thing we .do is occasionally send new materials, or.a
list of publications, to all of the libraries that have pur-
chased materials or that are subscribing to the Johrnal. We

do in nd to enter a new area here with our relationships to,.
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libraries. We hope to have a display at an upcoming national
convention for librarians. This will be a display that we
will package and ship to the convention through a pre-arranged

contact who will then put our materials on display there,
J1i. Effectiveness and deficiencies

There are two fundamental steps involved in the library
provicing informational needs for a person. First of all, the
library has to have the information or the materials that the
person needs; and, secondly, this person has to go to the
library and be able to locate thoss materials, Our material
usually goes into pamphlet files, rather than each single piece
being listed in the general card catalog. We aren't sure at this
time how many reference librarians recommend to people who ask
questions about environmental matters that they check the pamphlet
file on Ecology. We also guess that many people who want to know
more about Ecology Action do not assume that our materials may

be availatle at their local library.
G. OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS

I. How relationships initiated

When we started Ecology Action in early 1968, there were
many active conservation groups in the Bay Area, but at that time
we felt that none of these groups were taking a broad enough look
at our total culture. It appeared then that no attempt was being

made through the organizations' activities and the majority of
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its literature to develop the implications for our total way of
life from the values that the organization possessed. We felt,

at that tims, that the problem was of a different nature and

was mora cerious, perhaps, than some of these groups realized;

and that, in addition to being active in such areas as legislative,
lobbying, end traditional political activities, there were things
that could b2 done in response to a survival erisis in our every-
day lives,

With this position we published many essays and leaflets
abcut what the individual could do. In many casces these original
lists of suaggestions throughout 1968/69 found their way into tho
literaturo of many established groups, beth within and withcut
the trzditional conse>vationists' area. This early literature
and our events in the Bxy Area during those two years inspired
rany other similarly concerncd people to start groups in their
arces. We have felt, from the very beginning, that Ecology Actien
is something you do rather than join; that the ecological per-
spective offers implicitly a set of ethics for human behavior.

It hzs been our itask to make this set of ethics increasingly
corirlt U-vh en ccevrate-undsrstanding of -what.othe ecologi-
czl perspective is. As this understanding increases, thore
becoxzs a decreasing need for a relationship with some central
source, Tke2rcfore, our philosophical stand has led almost to
cn active non-establishment of formal relationships with other

czironmental groups. We feel this is essential if all of the
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creative abilities of individuals and groups who learn of our
materials are to be applied to the common task. We have sent out
newsletters for the past three years to Ecology Action groups
and editors of many bulletins, informing them of our activitiés
and successes, and many other groups have sent us their similar
materials. Through this kind of sorting process each group has
been able to learn from the others what has been useful and what
may be useful in their respective areas. A few people have
worried about the lack of organization and duplication of effort,
ete., but we have always felt, and many other Ecology Action
groups are in complete agreement with us, that the participation
by an individual in his own community, in his own community, in
his own life, is the important concern. Through such action

and involvement he may then well choose to become more involved
with a specific task that is more formally organized on a city,
county, state or regional, or perhaps even national level.

Many people who are active with Ecology Action are members of
many other environmental and social action groups. At every
opportunity these individuals raise the perspective and informa-

tion that Ecology Action has to offer,

IT. How relationships are maintained

One key phrase tends to sum it all up--"be opportunistie"”.
Successful organizers who know how to work without a budget
know exactly what we mean here., We have developed a type of

alertness that enables us to take advantage of any evolving
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and changing situation that will allow us to further implement
our program. There is no way that this process can be described
other than simply saying something like, "try as hard as you

can to make it work with whatever you have use of". It is
basically a creative process for which there is no handbook.

The only essential thing to know is that other people and groups
want to know more about this perspective and the implied programs.
It seems to me that the only way adequate training for this kind
of position can be obtained is through actually trying, perhaps
for as long as two years, to implement and aquaint the public
with various programs that we understand to be needed. Hope-
fully working with an experienced person. Only in this way can

an accurate empathy with the task before us be established,
ITT. Effectiveness and deficiencies

This type of relationship is at the same time both extremely
effective and extremely inadequate. On the one hand there is no
master plan that anyone is obligated to follow through a period
jnto the future, We are free to make the best use of every
opportunity that comes to our attention., We can respond quickly
and usually meet the needs of most groups and occasions on extremely
short notice. Rather than having a formal staff relationship
between people associated with the Institute, we enjoy more of a
web or network relationship where everyone is originating and

doing and just staying adequately in touch with coworkers. But
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the lack of funds that required this kind of relationship is

also partially crippling. That is to say, we don't have adequate
access to some existing sources of information. For instance,

if a national issue is extremely fast-moving, this Institute

and perhaps the environmental movement as a whole is powerless

to make an adequate and timely response, Consider the recent

and continuing detergent controversy. There does exist within
the environmental movement as a whole, many documents, studies
and individuals intimately familiar with all facets of the deter-
gent question, but there was no way that this expertise and
information could be assembled quickly into a holistic overview

as the response of the environmental movement to this discussion,

To my knowledge, no one person or group of persons at this
time is adequately monitoring the majority of the environmentszl
information sources. But, on the other hand, there are many

information retrieval services, for one reason or another,
which are either unknown or out of reach of the majority of the
people and groups comprising the environmental movement. There
is no doubt that the movement generally does not yet understand
the need for organizational back-up. At this time the bulk of
information and data is not organized in such a way that it is
easily accessible, This is a most serious failing., At this
time many deliberative and administrative bodies are continuing

to make decisions in total ignorance of data that does exist and
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would be germane to decisions and concerns that they now have.
It has become all too easy for such bodies to dismiss an idea
seemingly without back-up as simply a person's viewpoint or
personal opinion, rather than considering it as a sound and

provable scientific reality.

ITI. Administration of Institute
a. Staff

There are three basic types of staff relationships

with the Institute

1. People who are giving the Institute all of their
time for some period of months,

2. Professional people who are not actually at the
Institute very many hours, but who do research
and the writing of essays giving quite a bit of
their time and attention.,

3. Occasional volunteers,

The latter category, while they may give the Institute

a major portion of their time for perhaps up to a month,
would still be considered temporary volunteers, Whereas
in the first category people giving the Institute a
majority of their time would have been with the Institute

for at least a period of one year.

Cliff and liary Humphrey are the only two people who have
given the Institute, Ecology Action, all of their time

from the inceptioni Many other people have had numerous
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periods of activity with the Institute, but family affairs

and obligations to their own job have put some limits on the
time they could give to the Institute’s materials and programs.,
The ratioc of these three categories is not fixed and has been
extremely fluid throughout the past three years. Sometimes

a major portion of the administrative tasks including most 'of
the typing and editing of materials, and the keeping of
necessary book work, etc., has been done in homes of other
professional people, or sometimes we have had an adequafe
volunteer staff to do most of these things in the physicél
facilities of the Institute., We have never been in a position
to pay salaries as such, We have concentrated, instead, on
springing people loose so they could give all or a portion

of their time to the affairs of the Institute. Rather than
impose projects upon such a staff situation we have always

let project feasibility be a function of our staff capability.
That is, when we had en idea for a project, program, material,
exhibit, etc., this was compared against what we had to work
with rather than trying to determine what we had to produce

to achieve a certain goal. If we had access to the required

resources, that particular task would be undertaken. There-

fore, usualiy when anyone walked in with a psrticular talent,
skill, or expertise, we were able to match them to some project
or material that was waiting for eomeone of that precise

capability to come along:. We have received a good deal of
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help also from such sources as the Juvenile Court and

Neighborhood Youth Corp,

There are obvious limitations with such a staff
relationship, but with careful planning much work can be

accomplished in this way.
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CHAPTER 11X
FINANCIAL REPORT FCR 1971
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The Institute’s total income for 1971 was $35,115. The sourceés w.

this income can be seen in the diagram on the left, the expenses on the
right.

) — 3%
It is obviocus that very little money is spent on salaries ($6945). ”0;9 Tl

For comparison, in 1970 the total income was $12,612, Gifts and
contributions were the same in both years, while commercial enterprises
(recycling and sales) increased 10 fold in 1971. There were no grants
in 1970.

Expenses in 1970 totaled $16,99%. No salaries were paid in 1970.
Printing expenses remained the same; truck and travel increased 2% times
in 1971.

* Tncludes repairs, interest, commissions, insurance, equipment, adver-
tising, and miscellahedus,
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CHAPTER IIX
PROBLEM AREAS
A, Internal
I. Financial
There is no doubt that the basic and fundamental problem

within our Institute, and perhaps many other environmental groups,
is a severe lack of funds., This stems from two basic causes;
first of all, people who initiate environmental groups are not
entreprensur oriented. They feel they have services and informa-
tion that must get out, regardless of the cost or inconvenience
to themselves. None of them are, therefore, willing to withhold
services or information if funds are not forthcoming from those

receiving this information or service,

The Institute and other environmental groups are offering
new services, that is, they are fulfilling new needs, evolving
needs, needs that are not yet structured into the institutions
throughout our society and our culture; therefore, there appears
to be no necessity to pay for these services and this information.
People feel that they are already extending themselves just to
make this information part of their concern, or to take the
trouble to involve themselves with some of these new services,
and usually it is the group that has gone to some trouble to
reach the other person, rather than the other person having
successfully ended a long search for our location. A few groups

have secured grants and other groups have very active recycling
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programs that do bring in some money. A few groups have community
membership structures, and a very few groups are a budget item
within a Chamber of Commerce, or a city or other agency. DMost
groups have not yet been able to institutionalize a steady source
of income. We are now hoping to become better funded, primarily
through an expansion of our resources relationship with schools,

libraries and conferences.

ITI. Staff

We have conceived of many projects and programs that we are
not able to carry out at this time and perhaps will not be able
to carry out in the foreseeable future. We do not have an adequate
staff, neither administratively nor with many essential special
skills, For instance, we have not been able to undertake some of
the demonstration projects we would like to bscome involved with.
We would like to explors village technology or a technology with
a different energy mix that could evolve, perhaps, into regional
based industries for the manufacture of many items from scrap
materials generated within a large community, or within a metro-
politan region., We have not been able to acquire the people with
the expertise to do this kind of work. Our financial situation
would be relieved considerably if we had a person who could devote
full-tims to the distribution of our Journal and other materials,
thereby generating more income from materials that we already have
in our possessicn., We have not been able to ascertain in advance

upcoming conventions and conferences that perhaps we could go to
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in various capacities and raise funds for the Institute.

We feel quite strongly that if we had enough money to afford
one or two full-time people to address themselves primarily to
supervising other people, both occasional volunteers and profes-
sionals not necessarily in residence with the Institute, we
céﬁld do about four or five times the volume of work we are
presently able to carry out, It is a serious problem that only

one or two people have had continuity with the Institute for

over a year, Most mail and perhaps one-third of all phone calls

~

must go through these people to assure their being handled ade-
quately. Usually the cccasional volunteer does not think that it
is his place to take a major chunk of responsibility for a project,

initiate it, and carry it through to completion.
II11. Level of information available

While in almost every environmental group vclunteers have
some knowledge of the information available, it is not accessible
in the office for people such as students writing reports, those
answering the mail dealing with a specific problem area, or to
the occasionally interested official of the city or county who
needs some information for a report that he is working on. It
seems that the public libraries do not meet this need, and, to
my knowledge, nothing adequate exists for the environmental

movement to make us of at this time,
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B. External Problem Areas
1. Relationship with surrounding community.

Our most visible program here in liodesto is our recycling
activities. Perhaps one family in ten now is taking part in this
program. Many businesses of all types-~auto parts stores to
beauty parlors--are also taking part in various ways. The belief
is commonly held that this is basically the extent of our program,
and few people in the surrounding community of lodesto have know-
ledge of the other functions that we have mentioned in the report.,
Many groups and Ecology Action clubs in other parts of the country,
and perhaps even groups overseas know more about the work of the
Institute than many of the people here in Modesto taking part with
our recycling, organic gardening, and Farmers' karket-type activities.
We feel this is a major problem because there are resocurces such as
special skills, talents, and expertise here in Modesto that could
assist us in these other problem areas, but people who don't know
the full scope of our work obviously can't offer to help us with
these tasks. We feel that a stronger community pride about the
uniqueness of the Institute could be developed if more people had

a better idea of the work we are doing,

2, Identity of the Institute within the Environmental Movement
We have learned that largely because of the caliber of the work
that we do and the publications that we have, many people who write

us for information, help, and comment on various issues, feel that
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the Institute is a very stable finaneial institution. They
believe that we must have a budget and an official staff to do

the work that we are doing. This is not the opinion of other
Ecology Action or Ecology center groups, but of many on-campus
groups with departmental budgets, many school department officials,
cﬁrriculum consultants, science advisors, Chambers of Commsrce,
conveners of conferences and writers of special reports who have
coms across owr materials by various means. So on one hand we have
no desire to form a membership group, thereby being obligated to
service that membership, yet, on the other hand, we have not found
a way to establish a professional consulting or fee relationship
with many people who seek owr services, feel they are useful, and
are able to pay for those services or materials,

Relationship of the Institute's Purpose and Goals to
the Programs of the Environmental Protection Agency

Several points need to be stressed before this relationship is
developed, First of all, the Institute is not as familiar as it would
like to be with the existing programs and problems that the Environmental
Protection Agency has at this time, Secondly, we are not privy to inter-
nal discussions about directions and programs the Directors of the
Enviroraental Protection Agency wishes they could implement. (It should
be stressed that these comments are by Clifford Rumphrey, President of
the Ecology Action Educational Imstitute, speaking for the Institute, but

these comments are not the result of extensive discussion with other
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members of the Board on this particular subject, However, many dis-
cussions with the Board members and with members of other Ecology
Action groups allows us to speak with some confidence that these views
are widely shared.) The Environmental Protection Agency and the
Ecology Action Educational Institute face two fundamental problens,
The short-term problem of accumulative pollution and environmental
degradation of several types, The second fundamental problem is that
of establishing a sustained yield relationship with our total envir-
onment. It may be possible to get to a point where we are not pol-
luting in the current useage of the word but we're still living totally
out of balance with the earth's ability to sustain life throughout
time. We feel quite §tongly that if the organizational implications
of the question of survival is beyond the charge of the Environmental

Protection Agency, that agency should be the first to say so.

This possible inequity becomes acute when we consider specific
problems; for instance, the current battle now over auto emissions
timetables, In view of our fossil fuel situation and the continuing
construction of urban areas with automobility dependency patterns
that have followed in the wake of mass produced cars and cheap fuels,
it may well be that all efforts, energies, time and resources directed
at the auto emission problem have been, in fact, a total waste of time.
It is possible that the approaching restrictions on the availability
and use of fossil fuels does not give us the lead time to successfully

implement such emission programs, It appears now that before we will
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be able to implement an emissions program that will solve the auto-
caused smog problems we will be in an energy useage transition period
that will render our concern with such emision programs as irrelevent,
Much more serious questions await our attention. Will we have to
establish priority use programs? How much gas for tractors? How much
for jet passengers and military aircraft? For how long a period should
we make such calculations? Should we place any petroleum in reserve to
meet yet unknown needs in the next five hundred years? five thousand
years? or even one million years? Governmental programs to protect the
environment will only develop the required public acceptance if they

are, in fact, relevant to the data that now supports our concern with

the environment. Thif data goes way beyond pointing out that we have a
pollution problem, This same point can be made in relation to our
concern with water pollution. Many communities are now receiving federal
assistance to install secondary and tertiary water quality control plants,
There is little doubt that in the future we must concern ourselves with
the recycling of water, with the recharging of aquafiers and many other
re-use programs. This thrust is only visible if we look at the total
long-range picture and not just the existing problems of pollution

today.

As this Institute has pointed out on many occasions in the past,
when the fathers of this country wrote about promoting the general welfare
in perpituity they did not understand as well as we do today exactly what
this task implies. Let it also be said that this Institute understands

that it may take some time to formulate a unified response to the relatively



History and Development of the EAEI 48,

long range, Sustained yield problem. In the meantime, work should be
continued on all existing programs to minimize the impacts we are
precipitating today, As the public becomes increasingly aware of

such things as the energy crisis and forthcoming water shortages,

it is increasingly obvious that concern only with clean tail water .
from our cities and fields and clean exhaust from our cars is not going
to solve our problems. This agency, perhaps above all others, must
have credibility with the public and with the scientific community.
Without such credibility it will be forever frustrated. Hopefully,

the work and activities that the Institute has been involved in through
the years has made the work of the agency scmewhat easier by altering
what is politically possible. The environmental movement recognizes
that the Agency was given its original charge and direction by a
partisan president who, we believe, is putting matters of the economy
ahead of concerns of survival, We have said on many occasions that

if we cannot afford to survive then we have proven ourselves fit for
extinction., While the Institute is freer, possibly, to discuss these
matters in a totally unrestricted way, we would welcome any oppor-
tunity to meet and discuss the purposes and goals of the Institute

and the Agency and the relationship between the two.
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CHAPTER IV
EVALUATION OF THE INSTITUTES TOTAL EFFECT

Through a simple comparison of resources expended and results
obtained, it is obvious that we have been extremely effective. Two
points, however, must be recognized. First, our activities were ex-
tremely well received, largely because of events beyond our control.
For the past 50 years and longer many people have been just as con-
cerned as we are with the issue of environmental degradation but a
movement such as that of the past three or four years did not take
place, We feel that the implications for cultural transformation
within the ecologica% perspective are universal and are apparent to
anyone who concerns himself with obtaining a true state of peace
through looking at basic household information; that is, by understand-
ing the needs and abilities of its occupants and the finite nature

of its physical setting and system,

Many diverse groups and many individuals have arrived at a

similar outlook to ours through quite separate sets of circumstances.,
We feel that our early work was one of gathering up and assembling
widespread information and assembling this data into a new conceptual
framework, e then concerned ourselves with the dissemination of these
conceptual frameworks, We made many suggestions as to what individuals
could do in response to this new frame of reference. These suggestions
were intended to be proﬁécative rather than specifics., Perhaps we have
not moved on to the next phase as rapidly as we should have. Perhaps

as other, let us say "better heeled') groups moved into the educational
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area of implementation. This will necessarily be a political and
economic process. But there have been some shortcomings of our

educational process that should be mentioned.

While we have been able to anticipate such problems as people and
agencies, institutions, and bt reaucracies becoming defensive over
past actions and behavior we have not been able to discover or devise
any precise strategy to overcome such problems. We are now faced
with the fact that many individuals and institutions in the face of
overwhelming evidence continue to insist that we are expressing a
viewpoint or a value rather than stating scientific evidence that
proves current and long-held procedures and policies cannot be
continued. While there is a general feeling throughout the survival
crisis literature that we are fast approaching a forced leveling
off period of the per capita useage of energy and resources, we
have not yet been able to actively engage individuals and society
in the task of reducing our per capita draw upon the earth's life
support system. That task will require a response of unprecedented
magnitude, The only example of an adequate response that I can
think of would be the response of earth to an invasion from space,

As has been pointed out before, the earth is like a spaceship and we
are using up our consumables quicker than they are being replaced.
Our onboard supplies of irreplaceable resources, such as minerals
and fossil fuels are being managed in very reckless ways. Human

civilization is now dependent upon these transient inequities. The
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insidious nature of our predicament is this: there is a possibility
that as resources begin to run out and it becomes more pragmatically
understood that we have not organized our affairs wisely there will

not be enough resources to design and construct a civilization that
will in fact be living within the means supplied by the surfaces and
systems of our planet. We find the terms "over-population® "pollu-~-
tion" and "doomsday" both simplistic and devisive. Such slang must

be replaced with an accurate comprehension of the problems and impliecit

tasks that all the people of this planet face,

FUTURE PLANS
Three areas of activity are beginning to take shape now,

1.+ Education

Our educational activities will become much more focussed because
environmental awareness within any organized agency, group or institu-
tion can now be taken for granted. We would hope to show such groups
the exact nature of the crisis and help them explore implications of
response for their organization rather than themselves as individuals.,
For instance, perhaps a union would be interested in organizing ways
and procedures by which their members might reduce costs for goods and
services. This could be accomplished through increased pooling and
sharing of resources and skills. We are too strict with jurisdictional
and responsibility boundaries., Simply stated, if someone has left a
faucet turned on, turn it off. Don't spend too much time looking for

the maintenance man, We are far too prone to decry the situation

n
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rather than explore the possibility of us, as individuals, or as an
institution making an inmediate response to the particular problem,
How far can communities go with their own self-determined public works
projects?

2. Political Involvement

We will continue to advocate individuals taking part in the
political process-at-many different levels, We are particularly
interested in participation in local politics and are working on many
resource materials to orient people more toward the possibilities that
could be achieved through working actively and creatively in the
political process at the local level,

3. Enonomic Alternatives.

We hope to initiate new organizational forms for supplying some
essential services and needs. The emphasis would be decentralization
and a reduction of resource and energy utilization. We would also
like to explore the possibility of developing more regionally oriented
industries, perhaps utilizing reclaimable materials as the basic

resource,
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Glass Redemption Program Is Fine
Example Of Beneficial Cooperation

The uewly announced partnership between the Gal-
lo Glass Co of Modesto and the Ecology Action Ed-
ucational Institute, Inc., sets an excellent example
of cahghtened conperation tn the national interest

Under the arrangement Gallo will pay the non-
prohit Ecology Action group S20 a ton for all the
usable glass from reclaimed bottles and jars which
it can coilect and dehver.

The practical strenzth of the plan lies in Gallo's
wilingness to accepl reusable glass from virtually
any container, nol just those it produces for the
E & J Gallo Wimnery. which amount 10 some | nul-
lion bottles a day

The reuse of glass containets, most of which are
now discarded, can benefit the nation and its peo-
ple in several ways. First. it can help substantially
to reduce unnecessarv waste and to conserve the
not limitless supply of natural resources.

Second, it can conserve increasingly precious dis-
posal space. Glass only takes up room in the soil
aever breaks down to hecome part of it.

Third, 1t can conserve energy. which also scrves
to <ave the nation’s fuel resources. Much less heat
1s required 1o recycle used glass than is needed to

make ghiss hom 1aw materials.

Fourth. 1t otfers a practical means of 1eaucmg
matetally a sizable elemen i the agly and costly
litter which clutters the nation s raidsdes by pro-
viding an meentive and o means o tedaim o

Actually  the Gallo-Eculogy  Acton arongement
holds much more pronuse mn ali considoamns than
do the renewed effoits ¢ achicve the same oals
by requinng a deposit on all beverage contatrers.
The costs mvolved ain collecting. sorting and <hip-
pmeg retuined bottles would he mohithitive. pat.icu-
larly with many products which now ae manheiad
nauonally

Ecology Actiun hopes eventually 1o modify the
plan n such a way that returns from the 1ec.cled
glass e funneled back into the commumty and re-
flected in reduced tax rates

e new plan s a good st t and a splendid ex-
ample o1 how i1esponsthle private enterprise can en-
courage comservation and 1he roduction of neculess
and expensive waste Those who vworhid 1o _(_le\elug,
this program, Robort Gallo ot Gally Giass_and_CHitf_
Humpnrey ot Eeology  Action, _aie 1o be  com-

mended.
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A New Approach To

AMale a profit from garbage?

Ecotreist Chff Humphrey thinks the City of Mo-
desto mav be in & position to do fust that by insti-
tuting a program for the recycling of solid wastes.

His proposal has been greeted with something less
than enthusiasm at City Hall where the council Is on
the verge of extending the present conventional
method of garbage ocollection and disposal for elght
more years.

This consists largely of picking up everything
everybody throws away, hauling it out in the coun-
try and burying it. This method disposes of the ref-
use but it does not dispose of the problem,

The problem 1Is that the volume of refuse is mul-
tiplying while the room to dispose of it by this
means is diminishing. Of even greater concern to
ecologists Itke Humphrey and to society itself, for
that matter, is that the bury-everything method is
extremely wasteful,

Humphrey wants the clty to get busy and sal-
vage the things which can be used over again —
glass and cans and paper, mainly. He says there
are now adcquate local markets for recycling these
materials. And he has knowledge and experience in
this area, having set up the Ecology Action Educa-

e oy

P 2 74
Gt {arcarll

L i

Waste Disposa

tional Institute in Modesto and mitiated a r1ecyeling
program with the Gallo Glass Co

His cxpenience also indicates the people them-
selves are concerned with the lavish wastefulness
of the thiow-away society and are receptive to
means of conserving and re-using matenals which
can bhe recycled.

Any such bold proposal is bound to meet resist-
ance and a flood of reasons why it will not work.
Unquestionably, there would be problems and
hitches and objections to the program proposed by
Humphrey

When all 1s said and done, however, the main
point of his urging remamns vahd- The time
has come for the cily's leaders 1o reeognize thewr
full responsthility 1n this matter.

Stmplv extending the pickup and bury sysicm for
another eight vears does not begin to meet this re-
sponsibility The city neceds to develop a <olid waste
management program with prowvisions for <alvag-
mg and recycling.

The important thing now 1s jor the cily to stay
lonse, not weld nself to anything which would fur-
ther prolong the full assumption of that responsi-
hility.

City Hobbles Self On Wésie Program

~Tte Modesto Ciy Council's gesture in fivor of a
dedegath tunded | expenimental garbage -I_('(,‘_\'i‘_llng
—pogiam s an unsoroned pat on the head for a
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me actior for 1o jamapal 1ecsons Fast, o ol

Iavad o w sait of Conolation puze af.er a majonty

of the covsal —oied to comnut the ary 1o eht

more vears of what 1s essennally the present wasie-
ful and dead end 1aethod of 1efuse dispnsal

Second, the hasvie expeniment aliegdv hoe by
_congucred with most encomaging resullts in the
Madesto Ecology Action Institute — the verv group
Ut oS wrome the counert to get pomy an a sobid

Lt a~tie l)i.ll'.l;_'-"lllt‘:l_l_[\l(_\._'?'Iﬂnl
Levtosy Acuon’s expeniment, 't shou!d be nated.
- hds been condcied without a peany of fedev., funds
arel the recalts ng o heen aoth e ot and uepir -
a2 They indicat ~Ltuag
meat Jor salvacing reusabie maienals Fhore ia7on
cricoutag : o~.en g this movement  agaiust The
asteand war o v o a rthrow away society It
dcbntistates hiugelitn can hve anud  arfluence ot
Inen @ Ml eneciiazement
Foothegew monthe sanee gt has staed, Teolegs,

1here 1s o public senti-

_of lanels caned over by

Acunr s cninarhng 20 10 %0 tors of diy pape Ind
ctudbuad per week and -0 000 pounds of glass per
month inta reeacling onejations.

More receaflh, 1 has sef up a arogrum wiin the
Noteat Can Co e raclaim altiminuin cans. And
the Jonue'ler of thet irm aias o burd at Mouday's
Mecimng 10 assine e couact of hiw »ompany’'s en-
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Council Should Take lts Time To
Explore Garbage Proposals Fully

In continutng its consideration of parbage service
Iids tomernow afternoon, the Modesio City Council
should move with utmost caution and allow ample
time {o1 full exploration of all the allternatives he-
fore it.

The council has wiscly preserved a number of op-
tions {or the means by which garbage colleclion ser-
vice can be provided after the existing contract
with the present privaie operators expives next
January.

Still another alternative will be offered at tomor-
row’'s mecting by Modesto ecologist Chff Humphrey.
He plans to urge the city to get directly into the
solid waste management business and take control
of parbage collection by subcontracting with the
existing garbage companics. The idea raises intet-
esting possibitites and deserves serious considera-
tion.

There are other compelling reasons, however, why
the council should take its ume in deciding (his mat-
ter.

The council has bcfare it Identical bids at the exist-
ing rate from the present private operators and
from the city itself. In addition it has reccived two
lower bids, the lowest being from an iniricately or-

zamead Southern Califorma congluomerate.

Any anaissis of these hids, however, must also
carefully weizhi consuiriations othe: than Lhe rate.
The known performance of the locallv ovned and
operated firms which now hold the contract has
earned for them prime consideration as aga.nst the
unknown performance of competitive bidders. Their
service generallv has been gnod and rehable and
their residential collection rate has not heen out of
hne. And, as local businesses they have heen inter-
esled and helpful in community endeavors.

Most importantly, the main purpose of opening,
up the garbage collection quest'on was not 10 take
the garbage franchise awav from ane sel of puivate
nperators and hand it to another set of private np-
erators for what might prove to he oinlv a short
term gain.

The purpnse was tn exploie better long term
means of managing the collection, disposat and re-
cweling of solid waste and the possibility of the
city's taking a more active and direct role in this
area.

Simply changing privat: operators would not ad-
vance this purpos¢ Tufl consideration of the Hum-
phrey propas<al could.
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Councilman Smith, left, Mayor Davies talk with ecologists Nuzzo, Beth Kenworthy, Hise.
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Ecology speekers, from left, are William Taylor, Pat Nuzzo, Tom Hise.

Garbage Recycling Plea Fails
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City Will Encourcge’
Garbage Recycling
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New Ecology Operation

Utilizes Broken Palléts

Woonden
frames which fork iift trucks

*tan pick

as trucks or conveyor belts 10
the weh of commerce and pro-

duction

east Modesto industnal tract.
But pallets are {rail com-

pared w

pallets, those paper ma

up, are as essentiat
To

in an area hike the machine

ufacturer.

ith the heavy loads

they must carry. They often ed from

treak, and many cannot be npails will

repaired. metal.
Since burmng pallets has “We've

been outlawed by Stanislaus
County as an air pollution con-

trol mea

havf become a mountmg prob-

lem; In

useiLss pallets have mounted
almpst 20 feet :n the ar at
an east Modesto repair yard
Pallet Recycling
Jim Bender, owner of the

Manteca
have the
to make

ronmentalists happy. Bender

proposes
lets and

Paper Pla

Scraps In Ecolegy Ca

_RIPON -~ The Simpson Lee

right now
sure, broken pallets

fact, some piles of

contamer

Pallet Co, may
answer, and it 1s one
ecologists and enwi-
they use
to shred the old pal- every
retym the chips to~

000 pallets, ready for

ping,” Bender said.
Manteca Pallet Co. serves

the Georgia-Pacific Corp.

27{70

king companies. The

chips can be used instead of
new wood
this
purchased a $5,000 chipping

end, he has

from a Scaftle man-
Pallets will be fed

into the chipper, navls and all,
and the chips wil be separat-

the metal. Even the
ke saved for scrap

got a two to three

month accumulation of pallets

, maybe 7,000 to 10,-
chip-

division, the Inter-

national Paper Co. container
division and the Market Whole-
sale Grocery Co, all in Mo-
desta. The paper
er compames are in the n-
dustrial district, and pallets

contam-

find their way into

industry which uses
cardboard bhoxes.

nt In Ripon

Parer Co. plant here

! today
Joined The ecology campaizt by] The company says no new

recycling process.

Jnivating recycling of waste pa-

.per__to_convert it intn high-

prade printing and spcaialty

stock.

“"A5 an outgrowth of the ecol-

present system,

ogv movement, the San Fran-
'CISCo_company will produce 100| mal way,
rer cent recycled book paper.
the developmenl 1s nol]
meant to start a mass cam-
paign to take cld paper to the
Ripon plant; onlv selective pa-
per is used and this is pur-lma to supply discarded office
chased by the company on or-

Eur

der.
Simpson Cee~efficials say the

“concern 1s the first in the west|essing forms.
to saivage discarded paper]

and manufacture it into {ine
quality printing paper.

The company began expers
mentig with the process about
four months ago at uts local
plant, rated by them a model
of up-to-date, ecclogically sound
facllitles. There is no smoke-
stack pouring out pulp fumes

The machinery installed when
the plant was erected in 1961

Just what 1s involved?
First, Simpson Lee had to
round vp as much waste paper
as 1t could. It contracted with
waste paper hrokere in Cahfor-

paper such as letters, envelopes,
memorandum slips, adding ma-
chine tapes and used data pioc-

Shipped From Ripon
Once the waste paper zets to
Ripon, it is carefully sorted then
shredded nto thin stnips and
packed into bales Next, 1t 15
dumped into a large mxing
|beater. treated to remove what-
ever was printed on it previous-
ly and then fcd onto the paper
machine to become a qualiy
printing paper.

has been adapted to handle the

employes or equipment have
been added since the process
fits right 1n with the company’s
which pro-
duces more than 100 types of
paper manufactured 1n the nor-

Recycles
/4o

paign |

shipped from Ripon as cus-}
tomers of Simpson Lee call for
it,

The first major customer for
this new product was Bank-|
Amenca which printed more
than 250,000 copies of its 1970
annual report on Simpson Lee's
100 per cent recycled paper.

Furman C. Moseley, 36-vear-
old chairman of the company,
saird Simpson Lee was ‘“In-
trigued” with the idea of de-
veloping a quahty book paper
franmv recveled waste

“0f ccurse, for vears we've'
used scraps. side rolls and sim-
lar waste paper fiom our own
plant,” Moseley said *“But we
gradually became inicresied
recvcling wastc paper ntn a
high quality printing paper.
“After all, our entire bus
ness is based on the efficieni
use of wood fibers We figurec
a project hke that made gooc
ecological sense.

“We think it not only contrib- =
utes to the growing movement
to hetter utilize the country’s
total resources, but makes good

It 15 finally readv to be

business sense, too."”

Endeavor\
‘ Gets Boost

‘ The National Can Co. is jown-

Recycimg
N

ing a Northern Califorma recy-
chng effort in cooperation with
the Califorma Anti - Litter
League.

Organized groups or indwvi-
duals can take used steel or
aluminum cans {0 251 Santa
Rosa Ave. Hours are 9 a.m. (¢
3 pm. Mondays and Fridays.

Michael Wagner at National
Can Co. said the recycling pro-
gram 15 just gettng organized
and more details will be an-
nounced later.

For the moment, any-
one can bring m cans if the
labels are removed. Aluminum
must be separated from steel.

Sold For Scrap

The cans will be weighed and
sold for scrap, and the returns
will go to the California Anb-
Litter League. The league, in
turn, will disburse the funds to
groups which earn 1t through
can collections.

Wagner said eventually he
hopes to arrange a financ-
g disbursal with a Modesto
area group, keeping the money
1n Stanuslaus County.

v 1 know recychng i1s big time
ihere i Modesto,” he said.
i“This commumty is very
laware.”

! Local Committee

l He said he plans to talk
about the program with Paul
Philbin, chatrman of the Stanis-
laus County Liter Problem Ac-
tion Commtiee, and other lead-
ers.

Alummum cans already are
accepted at two locations n Mo-
desto, L&M Distnbutors at 2300
Hoover Ave, and Delta
Brands, Inc., 126 10th St. Each
pays 10-cenis per pound for
flattened aluminum £ans.

The Modesto recycling pro-
gram comncides with the an-
nouncement of a Bay Area Re-
cycling Information Center
sponsored by the Northern Cali-
fornia Can Manufacturers and
the antitter orgamzaton. The
\center will coordiaten efforts to
recycle cans, glassl and news-

papers.




Visitors See

MoDes

Bee-

: Engineer Lazich, right, and ecolegist Tom
Fise witness can crusher in action.

Turlockers Produce
Ecology Machinery

McClatchy Nevspapers Service
TURLOCK — A Turlock con-jitem Tt was demon:tramd Fn-I

Bea Fnoto

o 2/L1]2/

rcern is marketing machinery o dav 10 ,epregem—,mes ,,, |hcl

'help make the nationwide ecnl- r-

1oRy drive a success.

Miller Manufacturing Co.
|p|~°d“c|n& a machme which. ’ Rctﬂlhng for apout $4, 000, U‘IE'
.““lumt separates aluminum from
'compact and shred almost any'tn and other el substances

,company spokesmen say.

ecycling Machine

At Ecology Action Open Housel

More than 200 persons toured
Ecology Action Educational In-
stitute, Inc.,, headquarters at
Kansas and North Franklin
Avenues vesterday.

A demonstration of glass
crushing and can shredding by
machine was presented for
open house visitors.

The crushing equipment was
providled by DMiller Manu-
facturing Co. of Turlock, which
hopes to sell a unit to the cen-
ter.

The open house marked the
first anniversary of glass re-

ycling in Modestc. The Gallo
Elass Co. uses all the old glass
Fcology Action can provide.

More Than 50 Tons

glass.

Volume has reached eight
tons per weck and s aimost
too much 1o handle without
equipment. But the center does
not have funds to buyv a glass
crushing machine immediately,
Humphrey said.

Humphrey explained ‘Proj-
ect Link,”” named for Hum-
phrey's assistant Charles

for recycling since opeming m,
July 1870 Most of that has heen,

[
Limk, s or.gmator. to enhst
volunieer «ocmmumty  group:;
tfor 1ecvcling  Groups can

earn $00 for a month’s workl
at the center

Humphrey said groups must]
have a hctoiy of environ-
mental mmolvement, but that
covers such fields as housing,!
health and pollution control.
They will collect materials,
process them at the center,
then deliver them to markets.

"Clift and Mary Humphrey,
founders of the center, ex-
plained they have gathered
more than 500 tons of materials

colnnv Action Instuute of o! Mo-
.d s{0.

1S~

. while shiedding the 1tems.

Ihe mmihal snredder was pur-
chased by the Coors Brewery
and is in operation in El Paso,
1¢x., where a recycling station
has collected more than 4,000,-
000 discarded cans from road-
iways, lughways and other pub.
{hc arcas
: May Buy
b A representative of the Ecol-
‘ogy Action Institute said the
iModesto group is considering
purchase of a crusher unit to
handle an ‘“overwhelming”
.number of cans and other items
which has been collected in this
l{area

Cecil Gates, manager of the
Miller plant n Turlock, said
the grinder will compress a
pickup truck load of cans so
they will fit 1n a bushel basket.

The machine will also reduce
,a six-pack of beer cans to a
handful of aluminum sand.
Gates said the machme is cap-
able of shredding cans to where
i50 to 100 pounds of aluminum
will fit mm a cubic foot of
area. The umts will compact
anvvhere from 200 to 2,000,
Ipounds of materials per hour. |
| The Tutlock firm also has]
'produced umts which mash’

‘newsprint and other paper prod-

ucis and pglass products The

company 1s also developing a
,garbaze arinding machine’

which w h e n developed, would'
elminate the reed for large

"land-fill reas.

\t11ler Manufacturing. pn-
manly an agriculiure machines:
firm, will demonstrate the en-
vrronmental units to any inter-
tsted groups The company will
orind 10 specw.fications 100

poard samples sent to them.
. -_--—'—-"




Ecologists Test Glass Crusher
As Bottle Savers Flood Center

By Thorne Gray
Glass recycling at the Ecol-
ogy Action Educational Institute,
Inc.,
to eight tons per week, a testi-
mony to housewifely efforts to
help the environment.

Bottles, plus cans and paper,
are almost swamping the col-
lection and handling techni-
ques, reports Ecology Action
founder Cliff Humphrey.

The institute is looking for a
machine to crush bottles and
separate them from labels and
caps. A new plan to enlist vol-
unteer help also is taking
shape.

Open House

The entire program will be on
review during a 3 to 7 p.m.
open house Sunday at the cen-
ter, which is located on the
corner of Kansas and N.
Franklin Avenues between
Ninth Street and Freeway 9.

Public officials and citizens
are invited for an afternoon of
discussions, music, information
and refreshments to mark the
anniversary of the glass recycl-
ing effort.

Ecology Action came to Mo-
desto in July 1970, in hopes of
persuading the city to become
a model of environmental
sanity.

A year ago. the Gallo Glass
Co. agreed to reuse as much old
glass as the center could pro-
vide. Housewives were enlisted
in the effort and collection

points established all over the' gince then, Ecology Action|week by week as housewives
off and
irials, mostly glass, for a gross moved metal rings and caps.

city.

in Modesto has swelled %

i

% Ko,

s I R SRR

Humphrey watches glass breaker.

‘has recycled 500 tons of mate-iscrubbed labels
'income of $10,000. Most of the
money has been cycled back would catch on like this,
iinto the recycling business. Humphrey.

Glass tonnage has grown, For about $5,000,

AR

re-

can purchase a glass crushing;
machine which also shreds]
cans and separates aluminum'’
from other metals. The ma-
chine leaves the glass free of
metal caps and rings, but it
does not solve the label re-
moval problem. ‘

A machine costing $750 will,
crush glass alone, but again the!
label removal protlems re-l
main, Humphrey said. ‘

Assuming glass and cans can|
be made useful for a market,
Humphrey said the center will
invest in a machine soon.
Facts and figures on equip-
ment will be discussed during
an environmental conference
sponsored by Ecoiogy Action]
the weekends of Nov. 27 and
Dec. 4.

A New Idea

Humphrey's young associate,
Charles Link, has come up with
a plan to enlist more help from
students, service clubs and en-
vironmental organizations.

Humphrey said the center
will offer such clubs $500 for a
month’s  work at recycling.'
Earning the money will require
about one hour’s work from
each of 30 people per week, hej
said. ¢

They will empty bins at pick-
up points, wash and break bot-
tles and make deliveries to
markets. At the end of the
month, they will make a re-
port to the City Council, Hum-
phrey said.

Meanwhile, Humphrey said
the Ecology Center is balanc-
ing on the verge of having too
much werk to do for its own

e00od. The same is true for cen-
“We really never thought it ters up and down the San Joa-
said'quin Valley, some of which are

coliecting more than in Mo-

the center desto.
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GARDEXNING TESY
QUESTIONED

A much publicized organ-
ic/chemical gardening test
plot at the Modesto Junior
College, under the manage-
ment of farm advisor, E.E.
Stevenson, was conceived,
installed, and maintained in
an incompetent manner.
Upon wvestigation, the Eco-
logy Action Educational In-
stitute has learnedthe broc-
coli test plot at the Modesto
Junior College is not cap-
able of yielding meaningful
resulls for the following
reasons: 1, Transplants
were infested when planted,
and came [{rom two sup-
phers. 2. Only one test plot
was vhlized (rather than
trying for replication of re-
sults) and the test plothad
a compactedareainthe cen-
ter. 3. Management of the
plot 1itself isquestionableas
sprayed andunsprayedrows
are adjacent, soil tests were
not taken, and no special soil
amenities were added tothe
organic section. 4. A bio-
logical agent and a chem-
ical agent pesticide were
formulated into the same
spray application,

We can only conclude that
E.E. Stevenson is incom-
petent or purposefully de-
signed and managed this plot
to yield misleading results.

We therefore requestthat
his superiors determine
how and why this plot was
established and issuea pub-
lic statement about the
soundness of the test plot

and the reliability of any
announced conclusjons, And
that the agriculture depart-
ment at Modesto Junior Col-
Iege prepare aninformation
sheet to post for and to
give to visitorsand students
looking at the plot a com-
plete history of the condi-
tion of the soil, the trans~
plants and the procedures
followed after planting,

For further information
contact Chff Humphrey,
529-3784, Ecology Action
Educational Institute.

* & oa
Organization for Parents
of Hyperkinetic Children
P.O, Box 1072
Salida, Calif. 95368

January 10, 1972
The Modesto News Bulletin
Modesto, Calif. 1/} G/ 72
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Ecclogy Drivé
Starts Feb. 27

In Newman

Tne Newman Junmior Women
will conduct an ecology drive in
Newman tn collect  all
alummum car, old glass and
newspapeis  ihe first pchup
will he held an Feb. 27, bv
members

The piojery - as voted on Hv
the club members aftrr a talg
an pollution by Beth henunithey
a vnlunteer worky r and spean~:
from the Ecolngy Action
Fducatinnal [n<titute of
Modewo

Mise  Kenworthy's talk
covered a nieaa opecirum  of
ilems concernmz poilurion
including ways to 112ht pellution
and the recyciing of products
such as alass, alumimum cars
and newspapers The ciub will
take the tans and zlass ta the
Fenlnpy Instnute :n Modesto
hut the newspapers will be ccl-
lected and seld by the club with
the proceeds gomng for con.
servation projects

A memberzhip drinve 15 alzo
benz conducted by the club
with a new theme of "Add One
In ‘71" for the new year. Each
member 1< being urzed to
hring a new person nto the
club this vear.

Four cuests were present at
the mecuinz he'd at the home of
Mrs, Fohert Thomas. They
were Mmes Ron Silva, Viclory
Perry, Louwie DMenezes, and
Miss .lenny Lyons

Attending the San Joaguin
District  meeting  held 10
Siockion, nn Saunday Jan 15,
were the club presiient. Mrs.
Charles kidder. and first vice
president, 211 Ray Krieger.
The distiie: meennz was ¢y
president, Mre John Bedd
ducted by Mis. Kiader Aue 14
the absence of the dictncy
teacou.t, nf Mndes'o

ke next m-eitne of the Inal
club will he held ar .he home of
Mre Ilioid U aitr on 25 23,
atSpm



Schools Ponder Waste Paper Problefi::

Waste paper salvage and
‘reus¢ may be an answer for
clementary and high schools
n Stanisiaus County now that
incineration has been banned
because of air pollution.

The 1dea has possibilities as
a practical lesson in resource
conservation for students,
says Dr. Paul Hillar, assis-
tant county superintendent of
schools.

Dr. Hillar estimates more
than 20,000 pounds of waste
paper and substantial
amounts of cardboard are
thrown.away each week In
the pubhic schools

Until this semester, the
schools have destroyed most
paper waste products through
incineration, but now that is
illegal.

Most school districts have
reacted accordingly, by bud-
geting for and ordering in-
creased garbage collec-
tion services. There is talk

ahout spzcial compaction
packers or special wcinera-
tors to handle the flood of
waste paper.

Instead, Dr. Hillar sai1d
the schools might cut some
costs by separating paper so
that most of it could bhe
batled and sold for reuse. The
schools could not make a
profit on the paper, but they
might cut the costs of re-
moving it.

Idea Discussed
. Hdlar met last week with
Rudy Bonzi, a commercial

garbage™ haulér,”and  Lesler

Corn™ of "the Ecology™ Actionm

Edutational Iislifufe, o dis—
cuss_the_idea ~Ecology_Action”

Jhas_been_a_catalyst in_Hil-

lar's thoughis about recyc-
Jing waste papers

The sad news is, schoo!
waste paper 1s of the lowest
possible grade and it must be
completely separated from
carbon papers, milk cartons,

paper towels and a number
of other “contaminments,”
Bonzi said.

Bonzi cannot bale school
waste paper for less than $8
per ton, and that does not in-
clude the cost of picking 1t
up at the schools. Since the
paper can be sold for no more
than $6 per ton, there 1s hi-
tle in 1t for Bonzt

Bonzi 15 willing to take the
paper, if 1t 1s separated sul-
ficiently, and pass on what he
makes to the schoals in terms
of lower collection costs

As an alternative, he of-
fered to loan the schools a
bailer for a semester, so pa-
pers could be bailed at some
central Jocation in the coun-
ty for direct sale to users.

Collection Zone

Ore problem is, Bonzt is
not allowed to collect school
wastes within the City of Mo-
desto, where most of the Mo-
desta elementary and high

schools are located Those
schools are considered c o m-
mercial accounts, reswricted
to dealing with city fran-
chised garbage haulers,
though the “purchase’ of pa-
per may be an exception.
Burners Snuffed

Some Modesta schools be-
2an the semester by lighting
up their incinerators but they
have heen snuffed out, one
by one, by order ol the coun-
ty Health Department. Rich-
ard B Eaton, assistant su-
perintendent of business serv-
wes for the schools, said
gdarbage collection services
have heen ordered flor the
cited schools.

Oraering increased garbage
collection for all the schools
may cost $25,000 per year
which the Board of Educa-
tion refused to budget, so Ea-
ton said the city schools are
looking at every possible al-
ternative.

il 147

Junior Women's Club
Adopts Ecology Project

The Newman Jumor Wom-
en’s Club wilt conduct an ecolo-
gy drive to collect aluminum
cans, glass bottles and news-
apers.

° f’;e farst pickup will be Feb
2;. The project “as adopted
after club members heard a
tatk by Beth Kenworthy, a vol-
unfeer_worker at the Ecology

Acuon Educational Institute of
Modesto

The cans and bottles the club
members collect during their
drive will be taken w0 the Mo
desto institute {ar recycling but
the newspapers will be sold by
the club with the proceeds go-
ing toward the club’s conserva
tion projects.

- e t® = tes mm wes WA g 4

ER I B B O



THE MODESTO BEE

McClatchy Newspapers Service

MODESTO, CALIFORNIA, MONDAY, NOVEMBEK 8, 1971 AAA PAGE B-1
S PSS -
: 5 AA» “ *~ . y u‘."ﬁ(
g 8 g S o ) ~% ; y
e L
3 s e 7% < ¥ B3
- o : -
i Ty ¥ ;
1 g0 Vet : S0 > o “p
: i 4
e dy } & Z
75 AdE ; i
A B ‘
3. | A T ;
i §
: | i ) 3. B §
i1 i
" v? “‘( g s ;
'f"\'."\ ¥
;€ “ 5
i ]
A
e . B
& A s
1 ‘ L a ',’ 1 4. "
;i / R
- s ‘ " : !
} .‘f % ; u
: s Wil SRS [
b i T T /oy
¥ i 7 '3 §
: 3 E
i ,
- *:‘ f'»s
1 3% o ~ s,
&, ®o | . LYY
' D (P, %3
- 5 /i
k- & y 5
F b I PR
S ‘: W, ‘ \::
T - skl
[ -
‘ - 'lx ) 5 o » v: .‘
b .;' X Pagg™ WY S ou
! TN i ef

Bee Photos

s .Experimenfal glass breaking machine is tested.
e

Ecology Action
WillPayGroups
For Recycling

An opportunity for clubs and
groups to make $500 for a
month’s work recycling glass
and cans will be offered by the
Ecology Action Educational In-
stitute, Inc.

Group ‘representatives are in-
vited to a 7:30 p.m. meeting to-
morrow at the institute, Kansas
and North Franklin Avenues,
near the Borden Co.

Ecology Action director Mary
Humphrey said the Modesto
High School ecology club will
undertake the first month’s
work, and the Alternate Ways
School of Modesto will work in
February.

Eight or nine other groups
have expressed Interst in the of-
fer but more are welcome, she
said, .

Hard Work _ .

“If they don’t work hard, it'll
break us,” she said. “They will
really have to expand our recy-
cling volume.” i

Ecology Action is paid $20 per
ton for used glass by the Gallo
Glass Co. and has markets for
used tin and aluminum cans.

But the institute i{s handling
all it can with present volunteer
help and methods. A member,
Charles Link of Modesto, con-
ceived the plan to hire citizen
groups for $500 per month to in-
crease volume. -~
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From left, Eichel, Schultz and Goff attack bottles.

High School Students Cash In
On Ecology Center Pay Offer

Mermbers of a Modesto Highjare at the Save-Mart stores at uied 1o preluce heme insula-’
Schoo!  ecolozy  club  donned Ulrich Shoppine Center. Greg-ition. !
plastic goggles yetserday to.ory Garden Shopping Center, The objcci i< to reduce the'
start a month of breaking glussion Paradise Road and Yosemite drain on raw maierizls by us-
bottles. {Boulevard; at the Value Worldlin" things over again. Ecology

They belong to ACT, vaelstore. 707 Tth St SherwoodlAcnon founder Cliff Humphrey
Conservation Today, a four {Liquors, 3124 McHenry Ave.; |says he hopes for a complete;-
year old environmentally con-|Firehouse Youth Center, 4]6|Cullural lransportanon away !
cerned campus group. They{Downey Ave.; the Peace Cen- ‘from throw-away packaging andl
have taken up an offer fromjter, 631 15th St.; Paradise Mar- resource w astefulness.
the Fcology Action Educationallket, 1400 Paradise Road: Cor-; Helping iaunch ACT's monlhi
Institute. Inc., to earn $500. .ner Grocery, R2]1 Tuolumnejof work vesterday weic seniors;r

Ecology Action founder Mary|Blvd.: in the Monterey Park Bill Garuin, 17. and Jcrryy\
Humphrev said the $500 will be:suhdmsmn and at neighborhond Huey, 17, and juniors Russell j,
paid after the vouths carry on, ‘life houses. Wagoner. i7, Everett Schultz. ¢,
recycling activities for a month. Bought By Gallo 18. Fred FEicbel, 16, and Ben
Other clubs are welcome to ap-' Broken glass is purchased by Goff. 16. all of Madestn. .
ply. the Gallo Glass  Co  from Instrucines Pete (islo. doe
In fact, the program will,Ecology Action. Cans are sold Davajon and Nonte Reed .u*
have to expand the collections.as scrap, and newspapers are'vise the club.
and sales of useful waste ma-
terials, or it will not pay forl
itcel!, she ~aid.

To help, citizens can take
used bottles and cans to sev-
eral collection points in the

+City.: Pottleednuss he:Clean, gnd.



