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It’s all about the pogrom being car-
ried  out against that POOR COCK- 
SIJOKER. I mean that kloda c ree^  

„that doesn’t have the BREAD or MOX- 
lE or CLASS to avoid this kind ^  
jSHTICK—in other words, you know 
getting busted for some kind of sex 
charge, and having fee nelghl^rs/and 
friends and JEEZ Employer find out 
you’re  QUEER (the touchy fruits call 
it GAYL Wondering?_ Well, honey! 
Let MOTHER lay it on you. It’s
those busts at L ind’s End and the 
P ark  (Golden Gate ParkL Y’see  
COMRADES—(Latin CAMA, Medie-
val Spanish CAMARADA,. RED or 
CHAMBER MATE, Modern English, 
COMRADE or FELLOW TRAVELER).

But don’t yai get uptight all you 
LEFTIES and MOVEMENT types about 
the trip  this concept has conie thru— 
yidon’tjiafta  ^  GAY, BUT IT HELPS!

But back to^~the main drag, about 
th is STRAIGHT CAPITALIST DAISY 
CHAIN, this cat that own^ the access

t h i s  HONft!)r^lealer gave these HON- 
DAS to the PIGS which are to be used 
“ free” , gratis,t_uhtil raid-summer 

^hen  either Proposition I,(wliich fail- 
— ed) or .an appropriation-Iqf fee Board*
■ of Supervisors pays for these greasy,

' Joy-riding bikers and feeliv?bikes.

^ 1 )  Fags are  u ltimatety “fee bet 
scapegoats.”  *SÓ' therefore - a, monor.~  
maniac or powermonger may ,(pntll 
GAY PEOPLE-STOP THIS-ailT BY

to the NUDE, “ FREE” beach at Devil’s - ■

ANY MEANS POSSIBLE) use QUEERS 
as VICTIMS by having their stooges, 
the MORLOCKS rip the beautiful PEO-
PLE off and then use these a rrests  
to» prove via inflated statistics (of 
victimless crimes) in the Examiner 
or other such rag;

2) SOME s t r a ig h t  CAPITALIST 
CHICKENSHIT is making $$$$$ off 
the agonies of GAY PEOPLE and are 
doing so thru the ignorant support 
of the straight m iddle-classers (who 
could care ISss even if they knew).

Slide, y’know, the place where you pay 
a dollar (if you have it) to park in the 
BtJLLDOZED-OUT mountainside", and 
fifty cents to get in; well, this cat also 

:-owns the LINGOLN-MERCURY DIS-
TRIBUTORSHIP (piss-elegant, huh?), 
for San Francisco—our own GAY BA Y-~ 
CITY! And, funny thing,isn’t it weird 
that another transportation agent or 
perhaps a dummy fronting for the 
sam e, donated those HONDAS to the 
PIGS to v a m p ^  the fags—^meaning us, 

“ honey. Y’know, for stripping to sun 
a t Land’s End or blowing dope or 
tippling a little Red Mountain (contri-
buting to the delinquency of) or suck-
ing a little cock in the bushes (strict-. 

“  ly CLOSET, DISCREET, y’know). SO,

3T Thè" PIGS are the real criminals 
along with their super-pig king-pins.

4) Only the middle class, rich and
informed GAY PEOPLE have fee 
MOXIE to beat this crap. The lum- 
penproletarians (unemployed or pen-
niless) and proletarians (“ unsecure” 
workers) are  fucked'!^ feat big steel 
shafp-dildo. ' "
5) Marx, though straight, wasn’t 

wrong in his ideas about the “ haves” 
and “ have nots” . It is  ̂obvious feat fee

m en’s John serving Macy’s employees 
and the closet Bay^^Area for the last

years, has been closed. “ It 
mostly used by the employees, 

emselves,” says- Danny Oliveira, 
who worked at Macy* s for three years. 

Over ^  two week period^ in-June 
Macy’s store detectives, moonlighting 
from the police department, busted 40 
people on felonious oral copulation.

B.J. Beckwith, who is defending 14 
of the men arrested , says the Macy’s 

* 40 were mod t3rpes, relatively straight 
I  Gays, not hippie. Five of them were 
Vmarried to women. One lost his Job 

at fee post office.
Oral copulation is punishable by 15

“ poor” cocksuckers that don’t, have
the bread or MOXIE to go tcf Devil’s 
Slide or San Gregonio—$1 a head, 
please; ACCOMPANIED CHICKS free 
(in other yjo^ds, no DYKE couples) 
or, to pay court costs, or fines after 
copping to a lesser, or are not. able to

d^end  themselves—all these “ poor 
cocksuckSrs” a re  gonna get fucked by 

' th a t'  afoi^mentioned Establishment 
steel dildo. ^

6) We “ poor fru its” have not had, 
do not have any choice in this matter 
other than to OFF THE PIGS, OFF 
HONDA, 6 f ^  t h e  OPPRESSOR POL-
ITICOS, GAY POWER TO GAY PEO-
PLE GAY POWER TO GAY PEOPLE 
GAY POWER TO GAY PEOPLE 
GAY POWER TO GAY PEOPLE." .

Pat Brown
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WilO IT?
What Is the value of a gay news-

paper ?
I -mean, is  the. m ere  instance of 

hom osexuality enough of a common 
purpose aropnd, which to c rea te  a
new spaper''• If "homosexuality is r e a l-
ly nothing d ifferen t than something like 
lefthandedness, then the creation of a 
paper for hom osexuals makes no m ore 
sense  ’ thM  a  newspaper for lefthand-
e rs .

And w here a newspaper for lefthand-. 
e r s  would be of special value only- to 
te ll its  re a d e rs  w here to find the ap- 
p rojfriate kind of monkey-wrench, so 
would a  newspaper for gays really  
be good only to tell where the hot-
te s t sex books a re  sold and where 
m ost other gays a re  getting together.

Maybe th e re ’s a need for that so rt 
o f thing. But I used to think a gay 
newspape r  would also  se rve  another 
purpose—th a t“oT "Being an exercise  of 
a .basic  component of freedom . Gays.
1 felt, »need ^  free  p re ss  to p ro tec t 

Oheirjji^s. _
Since all'"^ays a re  oppressed by the 

societysv I thought, a gay newspaper 
would be a powerful tool in'the homo-- 
1 sexual fight for equal rights, as it 
would be a  ca ta lyst that could caU 
forth the po litical potential of a sub- -

cu ltu re  such a s 'th e  one in Saft “F ran -
cisco  that constitu tes m ore than 10 
percen t of the total population^

Such a newspaper could wield a sub-
s tan tia l amount o f political power, 
the kind of power that is  needed to 
p ro tec t the righ ts of the c itizen ry  a -  
galnst the ja ia ten t kinds of a tro c itie s  
that a re  common to come down on 
homosexuals.

Existing gay ^ubljpsrtÌons— such as 
the San FranclsCo Freg,.i*ces3 bn 
one end and SIR’ÌS jiéK or m agazine 
on the other— alm ost deliberately  ap-
peal to only one sec to r of the total 
gay community in the a rea .

That’s  the way thè pow ers-that-be 
want it. They want to keep the c ity ’s
90^ 0a 4iom Qse»ials divided am ongst 
themsSIves so that they can’t be of
any noticeable po litical-Im portance.

Such publications -that j)lay into the 
hands of this m entality  —that p e r -
petuate the stupid haggling over whe-
th e r  o r not ’’gay”  is  an appropri- 
a te  w o fd ^ r-w h e th er  o r  no|t-a naked 
body is fit m ateria l for the expense 
of p rin te r’s ink— are  not new spapers 
in the sense, of actualizing the right 
to  free  p ress . They a re  really  .only 
what is known in the trad e  as “ house

organ’’ publications that se rve the in-
te re s ts  not of the to ta l populace, but 
of an eso teric  blub, organization or
sp lin ter group. _____ '____ ____ -  .

The (question., rem ains whether or 
not a genuthe gay newspaper is a 
possibility .

I have come to feel that it is not 
— ndt. that i s / s  imply as  a gay news-
paper. —

My thinking g;oes like th is:
— Freedom , equality and Justice a re  

a ll political ca tegories. 
-»^Homosexuallty is  not a political 
category, any m ore than lefthanded-
n ess is.

— Oppression is a political Category. 
— Not all homosexuals a re  opp ress- 

_ ed. They all au-e, but , then, many 
refu se  to  believe it.^B y  living double 
lives, accepting them selves as sex 
f r e ^ s  therefore "obligingly hiding 
th e ir  activities from fre e  and public 
exercise , many feel they c»n function 
a s  “ free A m ericans’’ like anyone else, 
and they a re  content with th is. They^ 
claim  they á re  oppressed because they . 
a re  gay (the gc^s, o r  fate; or th e ir*  
paren ts a re  the evil oppresso rs), so 
they believe that the uphappiness they^ 
experience in the homosexual dimen-
sion of their lives (loneliness, fear of

aging, superficiality) is  due to the in-
evitability of th e ir  lam entable condi-
tion, ra th e r than due to a  social, 
political m entality of acroS s-toe- 
board  oppression of all things not 
white, straigh t, middle c la ss , p ro-
establishm ent.

— Therefore, a newspaper try ing to 
se rve  the in te rests  of the; to tal gay 
community could not be a newspaper 
that speaks to the-political ca tegories 
of freedom and Justice.

— What is needed is a newspaper tha t 
will represen t those who understand 
them selves as oppressed—politically 
oppressed "by an oppressp r that hot 
only is down on homosexuality, but 
equally down on all things that a re  
not white, straigh t, middle c la ss , p ro - 
estabHshment. Such a new spaper 
should call to g e th er-a ll those who 
would see them selves as oppressed in 
th is way. It should r e s is t  the di-
visive tendencies to sp lit over little  
v ^ rd s , ta s te s  in a r t ' or the m anners 
of sm all groups of individuals. It 

^hod ldT iarken  fo á  ̂g rea fe r ^ u s e — 
the cause of, human liberation, of 
which homosexual liberation  is Just 
One aspect— and on that level m ake 
its  stand.; -i •

Nick Benton

Macy’s 1964 Christmas,
$1.95 P.H. ^

'  . I wits really excited about working there making all that 
bread. During the^Christmas Rush it’s really hectic antfbusyr 
so time flies . I was there for two months and it was like it 
alm ost never happened except for a few memorable events— 
walking through the employees mezzanine Just past the two 
Way m irror that overlooks the firs t floor; a stockboy says to 
his friend, “ Hey, look at the. fairy!” I looked around—it was 
me! I kept walking, as" it sunk in my eyes watered. I w as^ 

„little stunned. E>o I look like a queer ?—I didn’t know yet, so

Conviction also makes I

o

it was a mindblower.
After Christmas they -laid me off. I went to L.A. to go 

to college and came out there. I learned what Gay really was.
I, returned to S.F. Just in time for the Christmas Rush 1965 and 
was rehired by Macy’s at $1.99 P.H. - -  a four cent raise for 
my experience. ' •

That Christmas I saw the guy who called me a fairy in a 
neighborhood bar cruising. And I thought I had problems! I 
also learned how Gay the store really was,_„An„those iriendly_ 
guys weren’t friendly Just cause they thought I was a nice guy. 
Still being new to Gay fife I was really amazed every day by 
finding out so and so —:—̂— in personnel or'-̂ ^̂ ------- in rhahage-
ment was Gay. Everyone knew but sort of didn’t talk about it".

'nigH^r'istmas^they asked me to stay‘on. 1 staved there ' 
over a, year, as fee  real insanity of.'all sunk in: Do a good 
Job Dan, tomorrow I’ll give you more to to! . Turn in a fellow " 
employee foi^ shoplifting and you get' a ^ $ ¡0 0  -Bonus—onljr-r 
$5.00 for a customer, so w^tch your friends. Did you see the 
guards dragging those colored kids through the mezzanine? 
Yeah—at Macy’s we care! ’ , ' ^

Help me escape— I transferred to the warehouse tired 
—of . being a  department store Taggot: well dressed,cuLyburfeair,

you a sex offender who must reg ister' 
with the police at every town you mewe fj 
to. If you are  Judged a sexual psycho- ' 
path, you may be sent to a mental 
hospital for the re s t of your life or 
"until cured through shock treatm ents 
o r lobotomies if authorities deem nec-
essary

Beokwife is filing a suit in federal 
epurt asking for a three-Judge panel 
to rule on the constitutionality of 288a 
Calif. Penal Code wh^gh outlaws oral 
copulation. He is also fighting the 
cases on the grounds of invasion of 
^ iv a c y  and illegal entrapment.
-F o r  three weeks a coalition of Gay 
organizations has maintained a picket J 
line in front of Macy’s . ' The line will 
continue every day the store is open 
until Macy’s agrees to drop or r e -
duce the charges against the 40 bro-

“ "'fit/ VJS
shine your shoes, got to impress what’s his name, you knowi 
So to the warfeouse T went where I could re lax . "There was 
less tension there—well, at first. ^  .
—-  That year they built a wall along the end of the floor
with little holes along each aisle so the» g^ard could watch to 
see if anyone was pocketing any mei'chandise. The building 
was a huge cement block with wired windows and barred door-
ways.' Show him your purse when you leave or your lunch box 
or. your ass; can’t have anyqpe taking out any merchandise, you 
know, DonT scratch your n s s—the“ man could be watching you 
through the peep holes you know. Sq after two years I flipped 
out one day and;walked off.

Why was I there," I hated it?  For security to pay the 
bills I made while, working there. Life has to be more than 
that.If^ survival means kissing the man’s ass! rlpp'ing off my 
brothers, locked in, guarded and watched like an animal. 
“ You punched in six minutes late Dan—got to dock your pay— 

JDon’t let it happen-again—Got to raise, ydur production, for 
what? I didn’t need it! Do’you'^

So now 1970 Macy’s is-ripping off the Gays. That’s 
like the guy who called^ me ""a* fafey. I wondey what  he  fe l t  
like when he found out he was Queer too! If all the Gays in 
Macy’s would stop work, the store would have to close! They 
won’t , though. They got to pay for the color TV,plus,interest! 

• fe  you work—■ -  ‘ ^  ,
TfeiFget paid--- ; ^ “ " ""7 " "T:
- You pay the Bills—
and you keep working'—

You get no where! But fee man gets 
Bigger £md Bigger and now he can 

~  strangle yew- -and you’' 11 die—Nowhere Danny



VENCEREMOS

The Cuban revolution must notbearevolutionfor'men first, , 
women second, and homosexuals who stay in the closet. It' 
is precisely the contradiction between the promise of that 
 ̂revolutioiMumd its practice towards homosexuala that coh- 
i vinced us of the need for GLF in this country to confront 
both capitalist society and the movement which hopes to

|-Ohange it. _  -------  -—  — ' '  —
Honaosexuality is not illegal in Cuba, but the line that a 

homosexual cannot be a good communist oppresses all homo-
sexuals and builds a society of sexual repression. A com-
munist society cannot exist iii a land of «e^at-repression .

re humaitCJ&eings c.an be organtzecL- 
around their own needs slod where the rigid authorlt^ian 

: heterosexual family structure J.s riot ̂  necessity for the 
sdcfety can we horinosexuals ¿5.in our freedom. That society 
is~~called communism and the Cubans a re  building--that'^ 

.society. They are building that society for our benefit as 
homosexuals Mshether they know it or not.

I do not work as a homosexual in the revolutionary move-
ment to prove myself to anyone., , I work in the movement 
because it is our only" chance of survival against the forces 
of death. If the Cubans have always regarded homosexuals, 
as less-than-huraan freaks, we are going to show some homo-
sexual revolutionaries wdtose humanity is manifest in the 
struggle. We have-no-alternative.— ~ ~  ~  ^

Tím e  MS NOW
.  \ i

\
“ We love pur Gay brothers 

and sisters and we a re  not in

à

the least ashamed we a re  Gay. 
We proclaim it on the stree t, 
we have argued in favor of itpn 
two radio stations, KUOW and 
KRAB, and we have inarched^ 
under a GLF banner* Weleàf-" 
letted the Unitarian Church 
when they held their recent

and voted

behavior.^’ (from SeattleGLF _  Graig Smith, GLF member. ; 
^ w sle tte rL  —̂“ We put out a  newsletter every

\.

favorably on a proposal to le -  
jgalize homosexual—bisexual

Gay Liberation in Seattle *is 
only two months old, but it. 
attracts about siitty people to 
its weekly meetings and each 
week a^new small discussidh 
g ro u p ^ rm s; - ^
- Most of GLF e n e r^  the first 
month was directed outward— 
iu rn ing on s ^ a i^ t s .  “ But I 
.think most of otlr energies are 

ng iialready turning

week. We picketed a private 
picnic which the guys here pay 
$7 to get into so that they can 
meet without hasslé^from thè 
pigs. We.’ll -probably have a 
contingent at the Slqr River 
Rock Festival. A gay commune 
is already being formed by- 
some of thé GLF activists..,?’ 

Craig w rites:' “ At one of the 
nward,?.’- says——dast consciousness-raising

A Fourth Venceremos Brigade will be organized sometime 
this fall. Gay’people who want to go to Cuba for six wepks 
should write-to Venceremos Brigade, 933 Channing-Way, 

; ,Berkeley 94710 or call 845-6326. The Brigade is committed 
.to accept Gay people-andjwe are to be screened by, other 

I'^Gay people. r
Vf.T

When San Jose Gay Liberation 
applied for recognition last fall 

~ as a student organization' at 
San Jose State Max Rafferty got 
wind of it, and wrote S. J...

, State’s President a letter: 
“ What are you running down 

there, a cesspool?*’ Maxwant-
?d to know. Needless to sfiy, 

ecognition was denied. The 
denial got a lot of people in 
motion, however, and S.J.GLF 
now has about 50 active mem-
bers. Zelima Williams re -
ports:

Beautiful things are happen-
ing in San Jose.--/We have 
meetings every Wedriesday,

.and Thursday we have .sensi-
tivity sessions. We have one 
group of singles and one of 
couples. The purpose of the 
sessions is to get ourselves, 
really together and to develop 
bur own true self image, not 
the stereotype society has so 
thoughtfully cut out for us. 
The couples group is a first 
of its kind.

We work with the Suicide 
Prevention Hot Line and Teen 
Crisis. We have spoken in 
several classrooms. The re -
sults have been great.

Right now we have more male 
members, but that is because

many of the females have 
moved. However more and 
more females are  joining and 
■I'believe it will level out soon.. 
It is very important to keep San 
Jose GLF a mixed group. We 
realize how much we need each 
other. We have g a in ^  a lot 
through sensitivity sessions: 
touching one another, talking to 
each other with our eyes and 
hands.. Loving a  gay member 
of the opposite sex is quite'a 
beautiful experience. If a bro-
ther and sister happen to meet 
on the street they have Ao

qualms about running to each 
other and huggit^ onb another. \
• We will open a coffee house in , 

the next two weeks. .It will be 
 ̂ in the San Jose Cafeteria, be-
tween 2nd and 3rd Streets in \  

: - East' San Fernando and will 
open at 4:30 p.m. We will 
serve all sorts of unheard of 

.. but very good food—also ham-
burgers, cokes, etc. We will 
also iave poetry readings and .. 
other entertainment.

. • Contact San Jose Gay L ibera- 
* tion at 1771 Ocala Aye., San 

Jose 95122 or call 415-251- 
5666.

\-'-

\

c m s p ^ tn
The GayCatnp-iri—originally 

scheduled Vsfoi* the Fourth of 
July ^ t  cancelled when the 
Forestry S^yice revoked the , 
permit—4ias been reschedulecf__ 
for August 2.9-,September 10. 
Site is-YOkut Group Camp on 
the'Kern River in Kern County 
California'. A.,$4.00 registra=^ 
tion fee to offset cost of re^^

servation should be ^ i d  by 
writing to Ted Taylor III, 604 
East 8th St.j Oakland, Ca. 
94606. Bring your own camp-
ing gear, stay for all or part 
of the camp-in. The site ac-
commodates^ about 70 people 
at a timer—survival training, 
hiking; swimming, symposium_ 
and all the usual activities.

letterato the playboy forum, may 1970

Excerpts from a symposium-on homosexuality "arranged for 
and published by-TJME Magazine last fall occasioned comment 
in your February Playboy forum. In order to clarify my 
position which was misunderstood by your corresporident, I 
would like to point out that:
T) Overt obligatory (as different from episodic utilitarian

homosexual acts of a volitional nature! is a medical problem 
[:rand -is -neither-due te  niltural or-wichri r!onsia^ation&,-n^v 

ameliorated by them. —
2) ' Obligatory homosexuality, as the-term makes clear, is 

a disorder in which the individual has no choice. It is caused 
by intrapsychic conflicts engendered in early childhood when 
the.boy or girl is first'attempting individuation, a process in- 
which sexual identification is fundamental.

3) When deep-seated fears, rage and guilt, unconscious for 
the most part, impel a person to avoid all meaningful inti-
mate relationships with the opposite sex, a physician- 
psychoanalyst is scientifically justified in observing (as I 
did in the;TIME panel) that function is, indeed, impaired.

Five hundred million years .of evolution have established 
the male-female s t a n d a r d t h e  functionally healthy pattern 
of human sexual fulfillme^nt—a pattern promoted and docu-
mented by Playboy since its inception.'-i Only the gravest 
anxiety/can pervert the-emotional and biological mating 
congruities between man and women. -

-
Î
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Charles W. Socarides

-A weekend of “ developing 
mind weapons to back to  
school and'flg^t with”  is the 
goal of a Gay Students Lib- 
eration Conference planned 
Charles P. Thorp. Charles, 
founder of San Frimcisco 
State GLF plans a three dayV 
meeting, August 21,22,23 at 
SIR Center, 83 6th St., San 
Francisco. - ~
Charles says he is  going 

to give a pro-violence “ key-
note” speech.. “ Gay leaders 
a re  behind where the people 

^are...Frank hartley (murder-
ed by Berkeley police . last 
year) is not a m artyr, just 
another senseless victim'.”

The opening day will include a 
State of the Gay Nation, reports 
from participants evaluating 
their tactics - and progframs.

The second day will be work-
shop day on Gay studies, food 
conspiracy, communes and' 
other economic programs; on 
social experiments Buch*^as 
coffeehouses, gay newspapers; 
on cultural things such a^Gay 
guerilla theatre, camp as an 
a rt  form suid the need for Gay 
people to handle.art created 
by Gay people; and on polit-
ical things like “ an army of 
lovers,” pickets, sit-ins arid 
firebombs, says Charles.

On the last day, Charles hopes 
several well-known Gav people

yet though,' ^
Confkct Charles at 2729B 

California St., Sail Francisco 
94115. -

groups someone asked a guy 
why he got into GLF and he 

-said, Tt’bhardtosay. There’s 
so much repression now that' 
ye could probably be smashed 
by the state in one afternoon. 
But I just have the feeling that 
this is  right, that's all, teat 
our time is now. The only 
thing that m atters is that we 
get together,’...Tho'se g^oiip 
meetings are  such highs that 
we all just float out of them; 
love overflowing and rolling 
down the s tree ts .”

GLF meets every Tuesday, 
7:30 p;m., at Helix House, 
1242-15th Ave. E., Seattle.
Call 206-MA-3-5671.

-i —1

COME OUT!

GOME OUn—is a^iewspaper 
published about every -two
months by the Cóme Out col-
lective of New York Gay Lib-
eration Front. It’s a g;oodlook-
ing 20 to 28 p a ^  tabloid; Order 
12 issues, for $6 fromP.O. Box 
9 ^  Village Station, 150 Chris-
topher Street, -New York, N.Y. 
10014.
PARADE

Henry LeLieu has organized 
a Gay Parade on Folsum“St.,^ 
for 6 p.m., August 16th. It is 
nonpolitical, that was one con-
dition in getting the permit. 
Various bars are expected to 
participate. , _

While it is commonly under-
stood that “ Gay” l i ^ i s  a lone-
ly one, it. is difficult to rea l-

T±

ARE YOU INFECTED WITH 
MALE CHAUVINIST IDEAS? 
You may be if you can’t solve 
the following riddle from the 
Old Mole:
, A father and his son were 
riding In a car, •They got into 

~ an accident and tee* father was 
killed. The son was rushed to 

‘ the hospital in an ambulance 
and taken to the operating 

The doctor walked'iri7

t n v v f  n t i tu im ii i in n n iir

. The_North American Confer-
ence of Homophile Organiza- 

, tions (NACHÖ)'  ineete'in 'Sari 
F ra ricisco. August 28. 29. 30, 
at SIR* Center, 83 6th St. Gay 
LiberationistsTrom New York 
and Chicago , as well as many 
other groups will attend.

.my

room.
looked at the patient, and said, 
“ I can’t operate—that’s 
son.” — : ^

--All facts, are  I tu e —the father 
and son in the^cararereal, not 
-spiritual father and son. The 
dottor is tellingtheiruth. How 
can this be'’ ^  ----

('U BU l
-OAV n seM joioop rj o ms u v )

WORTH WATCHING ^
“ The Gay Liberaticih.Front 

is a radical and revolutionary 
organization,, based on anar-
chist guidelines, sim ilar to the 
Black Panthers and Weather-
men, _The organization is
worth watching, although there 
seem to be only one or tWo 
radical individuals present at 
any given time. There is no

ize the extreme loneliness of 
the old Gays. I know quite a - 
few (my contemporaries) and 
this is certainly true as in 
many cases they are without 
family or filends andfrequeht- 
ly are hard pressed for hinds, 
often living in less than pleas-
ant surroundings and suppres-
sed in their ^ack of places to 
contact others of their way of 
life'.

In some respects I am for-
tunate in th a t. I have a com- 

-  fortable home-^-my-evm-and 
sufficient funds to “ get by*’
without toó many worries on 
that score but being confined to 
it because of physical disabil-
ity I know quite well that feel-
ing of loneliness and lack of 
affectiorr which -comes from 
spending the long d a y s ^ d  

, often sleepless nights alone 
and Wishing for companionship 
ind understanding.'

immediate threat. They re- 
present thernselves as a homo-
phile organi^zation, but are un-
like such respectable and dedi-
cated organizations as Daugh-
ters of Bilitis and -Matta-
chine.” -  ^

---- Paraphrase o f^  police re -
port o'!! New York Gay Libera-
tion Froet.

STOP. ANUTHINK— som eday  
~you~may be. old too! Does 

the younger person'reali zethaL  
one’s desires and dreams dó 
not lessen  with age, they just 
become le ss  attainable, so do 
not forget’ thè “ old Gays” in 
your plans as it is  a form of 
se ll-in su rance for the day that 
you are, old too._ : __ ■ .

—Just One of "JMany

■ , /



rvr izvc yvaio iiuw su yuu uoii see
at l  am way behind as fai;̂  as what’s 

'ining. Probably the . main rea-

ls that I tafiidw no one Irf'California,
ad-^iat is my inain reason for writ- 

to' you  ̂ I have l>een> following the 
gay liberation versf—closely in your 

I think^t is beSiltiful. Since 
was^& h^jesat catagory I

getting spmié contacts that^ 
may be able' to help me _ get out o r  

e and get a Job. Belovryou will'  ̂
light resumae of myself and if_ 

know anyone that may be_ able 
m e  out please let them reac 

1-lt.

I am a 2.8 year old caucasion and am 
in prison for the crime of Robbery 

nd Escape. I graduated from high.| 
school in 1959 and since then ha'v 
worked at many jobs. I have Elec-'-| 
trocardiograph Technician Certificate 
and some training in hospital attendant 
work. At present 1 have.learnedquite I 

of accounting through the Jom 
I am working. 1 am working in the | 
-canteen at North'Facility and wHl be 
going to the board in Janui^y of next.1 
year. As I say 1 have a" very good 
chance of getting a parole but a little 

'help from the outside would cinch it,
I also have quite a blt,of eiT>erlence 
in clerical wtnrd-and feel that I could
handle any Job in that area

Q u estio n }  T here a r e  many g ro u p s o f  women to d a y  
c a te g o r i z e d  a s  Women's L lb e ra tT p n , and y e t  th e y  
r e p r e s e n t  a  v a r i e ty  o f  g ro u p s ,' o n ly  some o f  whom 
p o l i t i c a l l y  c o n s c io u s .  And t h e r e  a r e  o th e r  g r -  
6ups l i k e  th e  Hom osexual g ro u p s , 1 would l i k e  
j o u r  t h i n k i n g  otf t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  w hat you 
a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t.

L ib e r a t io n  F ro n t  g ro u p s a re  p o l l t l c a i l y  c o n s-
c io u s .  ■ Ih o se  g ro u p s w hich 'a r e  p o l i t i c a l l y  con-
s c i o u s ^  we would l i k e  to  u n i t e  w ith  them , and 
we jwould l i k e  to  a l s o  have  u n i ty  w ith  tlve Homo-
s e x u a l  groups_who^ a r e  a ls o  p o l i t i c a l l y  c ò n s c i  —, 
ouB, We'Ve had m e é tin g s  w ith  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s
p J L ^ e  Hom osexual g ro u p s and a ls o  th e  Women's 
L l b ^ a t l o n  F r o n t ,  Now th e  Hom osexual g ro u p s

. how  ̂ these pigs are holding -n ê in ■ 
here because I am gay and protld of 

; ■ it.- A person normally does 3 and 1/2 
[ yearà for - the crim e I am in here on 

and so far I have done 5 and 1/2. I 
ave a perfeot-work recOTd and baye - 

broken no rules for over three years, 
lyhen I went to the parole board last 
Jaiwary^they denied me another year 
fiS_twò_rèasons. T hefirstreasoaw ae 

T f r ie d  to  commit suicide last 
year and the other was because of what 
they called homosexuàl activity. • I 

tried many times to write to the 
<3ay Liberation and every time they 
shot my letter down because they said 
1 could not write to'a gay organization. 
Thè letter you go]b-&om me slipped 
by ihem bé'cause it was addressed to 
ttie Tribe instead of you. I guess I 
am kind of fighting a battle of my 

wn-iebere-because-irefuse to chfoige~ ' 
for them. They thfnk lean turn s t r a i^ t   ̂
anytime I want but what they don’t 
khpw is I don’t want to. . I hate the 
life in, prison because for a pierson*

^ 1

■like» myself 1 have to get -a Dad<
. . . .  _  . .  .  .  .and this Daddy, is usually a straii 

guy wbo takes advantage of. you-J^t
will not give anything in return. I am 
a very emotional person but cannot live 
on one way emotions and sex. I am 
not weak by no means but 1 am very 
versatile and enjoy sex alL ways. The 
life in prison for the gay stinks and I 
hope thAt .I will get out of here soon.

With Love, 
Your Brother, fV-

Tommie

H u e y ^ ,  Newtoni th e y  d e f i n i t e l y  hav e  a  pl a c e  to  
th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  movemeilti Some o f  th e  Women«

hav e  b een  o p p re s s e d  so much and so b a d ly  t i l l  
^ ^ c o n V —tlndD—uVtifi —oX&ck—f  w
t h e r  P a r ty  I s  r e l a t i n g - t o  themi. B u t we se e  t h a t  
■ 'Homosexuals a r e  human b e in g s  and th e y  are" opp-
r e s s e d  b e c a u se  o f  th e  b p u rg o ls  " m e n ta l i ty 'a n d  th e

w ords, freedom  fro m .co m p u ls lS n s  and o b c e s s lb n s «  
Man I s  n e t  happy when he  f e e l s  f o r c e ^ .  These 
a r e  th e  I n t e r n a l  th in g s ,w h e n  h e 's  o lpcessed  and 
f e e l s  c o m p e lle d , w h e t h e r 'I t s  th ro u g h  r e l i g i o u s  
re a so n s  o r  backw ards v a lu e  r e a s o n in g ,  even I f  
he c a r r i e s  th o s e  v a lu e s ,  h e 's  unh ap p y . When we 
s t a r t  l e g i s l a t i n g  from  th e  o u t s i d e ,  t h e r e 's  
fo rc e  op. .^the o u t s i d e  a l s o ,  and . t h i s  i s  bn th e  

^aw B ^ o n ^ h e  law books sa y in g  t h a t  a d u l t  p e o p le  - 
gan* t  h av e  an y ~k in d  o f - s e x u a l  r e la t lo n s h l i j s ^  

-...they w an t t o ,  I  d o n ' t  th in k  t h a t  th e  Homosex-
u a ls  sh o u ld  be h a r r a s a e d  dnd b a d g e re d  and b r u t -
a l i z e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h ^ r  d e s i r e  to  ha^ve a s e x -
u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  th e 4  I s  n o t  p o p u l a r - - a t  t h i s  

. t im e . So we p la n  In  th e  f u t u r e  to  make s u re  
t h a t  w e 'h av e  s o l i d a r i t y  w ith  a l l  o p p re s se d  peo- 

.p le ,  M. . ’

Qay L ib e r a t io n  F ro n t  o f  B e rk e le y  se n d s  g r e e t in g s  
to  th e  B la c k  Pa n th e r  P a r t y M in i s t e r  o f  D e fen se . 
Huey P , Hewton on the_ o c c a s io n  o f  hl_s r e l e a s e
from p r i s o n — a. v i c t o r y  f o r  B lac k  p e o p le . We a ls o

b o u rg o ls  t r e a c h e r y  t h a t  e x i s t s  In  t h i s  c o u n try  
t h a t  t r i e s  to  l e g i s l a t e '- s e X u a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  M ost 
o f  th e  lawA a re  n o t  ISwa to  p rom ote freed o m , I 
b e l i e v e  thart' one o f  th e  m ost' e s s e n t i a l  th in g s  
t h a t  man u n i v e r s a l l y  s t r i v e s  a f t e r  w h e th e r I t s  
ln .tem n.1 freedom  o r  e x t e r n a l ' freedom — In o t h e r

warmly acknow ledge h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  Hom osexual 
l l b e r s m o n ' In h i s  r e c e n t  s p e e c h . The o p p re s s o r
o f  Hom osexual women and men- I s  a l s o  th e  p p p re s -_
s o r  o f  B lac k  p e o p le  everyw here'V ^Sie r a c i s t ,  
s e x i s t  o a p l t s l l s t  0»S ,; e m p ire , O u rs ^ ls  a.common _  
s tru g g le - . V ic to ry  to  th e  B la c k  p e o p le s  s t r u g g l e  
f o r  l l b e r a t l o n l  A ll  p < ^ e^  to  th e  p e o p le !  •_

ide—Jim Wagner, âgé 20 or 21,] 
last month, GayJbrothOT.'-^_

;rapiped —D avid  D ickson dn< 
[■another Drag Q ueen, t a k in g  

jab  to  g e t  a b o t t l e ~  a ft<  
I h o u r s ,  S a id  th e  cab  d r i v e r .

' I  know a c l o s e r  p l a c e ,  andlj
[he d ro v e  them I n to ,  th e  base-^l 

o f  th e  H a l l  o f  In iu E rts f  
[ Ic e  and b u a te d  .them f o r  s e x - j

r II I

 ̂P o lic e  f i l l  u p  th e  Que< 
'T ank  ev ery  w eokend.W atch ó\ìi 
f o r  pxïllcem èn p o s in g  aa  cat 
I r l v e r s »

îatérT ànd Busteeb^Pat" Brown anc 
[Gary Alinder, singing in theSaturday^ I morning-sunshine in front of a partyj 
la t Sacromento and Stockton Sts. /S /h- 
I nesse^ .'S em  .tbp party said policé ] 
pushed the brothers up against the ] 
wall, pretended to search for ID’s 
and announced loudly, “ No ID, no ID,’’ 
to -«hich Gary responded, “ The sun’s 

I my IDi”  The pigs then beat our bro- 
th clubs.—Other  siste rs and 

I  brothers irom the party came down ! 
to plead with the cops to stop, but ] 
they continued vrtiile threatening to 
bust everyone. “ One day they’ll be 
beating our brothers and we’ll be re -

lady. Right on with the revolution,’’ 
said Lai Lani. Adona, one witness

äW'JSwÄÖNlW*,

IH a l s o l i c i t i n g .  When 
Ip le a d e d  In n o c e n t ,  Ju d g e j 
lo 'K a ln e  s a i d ,  " A l r i g h t . '  cornel 

jaok^emd be^gon v ic  t é d , — Ju r jp  
ill. A ugust 19'

I who scattered. Gary was charged with I resisting  arrest and being under the 
influence of dangerous drugs. Pat 

I was - charged with being under thê
I influence of dangerous drugs, re s is- ,  ̂
[ting a rre s t and possesion of narcotics,1 a felony.

Pat, because^he'wore a Gay is Good 
I button and beautiful blonde hair down 
to his waist, was illegally searched 
and busted at Lands End last summer .| 
f ^  -possession. Charges were later 

[(hipped. Tn Nr>ypmb#>r he served twe 
Ways for contempt be  affirme
“ Power to the People’’ when defend-1 
ents from, the Gay Liberation Exam-1 
iner protest came before the judge. 
At the KGO-ABC protest Pat was bust-
ed with Steve' Mattews for chanting! 
“ Suck Cock, Beat the Draft,’’ P a ti 
handled his own défense, explaining to ] 
thè straight jury that sucking coot 
was a beautiful part of Gay lifestyle. 
Hç asked the arresting officer on the  ̂

ÎSS stand if—“ Violating^Sect 
288a of the California, PènaL Códe^ | 
Beat the Draft’’ would have disturbed 
the peace. The judge ruled, that and 

[ many other questions irrelevant, and | 
le ju iy  found both brotheis ©iUty. 
^plr conviction is on appeal.

B eaten 'and Busted—^Tpm Mitchell, 
'marching in Macy’s piicket line, at-^ 
tacked and slugged by a straight cou- , 
pie. Stunned, he fell out of line,| 

id"'tb the riftrnftr where he waai 
I jumped bj£-a plainclothesman who ‘a r -  j 
[rested mm on tw;d' counts of battery. ] 

3o-chalrfil^ of the picket line Billj 
?latti, own^r of the Orpheum Circusi 

insisted-MitchelLwas not bustedi 
the line “tu t for cussing“ out! 

[straights. Did SIR try to bail-himout?| 
i “ SIR (a $86,OOTO/year orgahizationfor| 
Ithe defense of the Gay community)! 
I^as no bail fund,’’_ said Plath right-J 

ausly.

ulclde— Dale Switzer, age 32, treS- 
.surer of SIR 1968-69, died last mont 

^ a y  brother. , -

Jasslied—Konstantin Beilam ltrhltch^ 
lin g  home at 5 a.m^ from San FranciS- 
I CO Gay Liberation dance,-ta^en-lnto‘,1 
I police station for ID check. i “ What i 
I crlm e am I suspected pf-^’ Qfficqr:; 
I “ I th ii^  ypu might bet-sn esoapeej 
from a mental hospital, '" t’d suspect-f 
anyone who has a beard and is wear-j 

^ing a d ress.’-’

Justed—Four brothers, in one n l^ T  
|ln Buena Vista Park. Suspicion of 

>ral copulation.

?0 THE MEMORY OF 
FRANK BARTLEY

Berkeley Pigs)
by the

^thei^ Busts— l̂OOsi 
Iters busted in Golden Gate Park and 
I Lands End by Honda Hog Golden Gate 
[Gestapo. 300 “ ninaways” —tourists 
Iwha don’t spend moriey~in Berkeley^

1 don’t hear —̂
the cry of a dead nian 

the dead don’t cry  out 
that is left for the living

rHELP! Bail fund raising, property^ 
owners willing to sig^ as references, 

[attorneys willing to make at least 
initial defense free. Coordinate 
through Gay Switchboard, 843-6982. 
L et’s get our sisters and brothers 

^but of jail. Organize now in your 
?wn defense.

Brother Bartley
was murdered by a Berkeley Pig | 

and his murder was^sanctioned
it ^ould havS^^^been you or me | 

brother
'we who live must cry out about this ! 

injustice
and find its justice ip the streets!

no - j^ou won’t hear that 
dead man cry out 

that is letl for the Jiving

homosexuals let us take up our bodies!
J  we are the weapons of the war | 

let ui^out in the streets
- die or survive - —--------
let us not die singularly 
at the hands of the pigs 
no - let us stand as brothers arfn I
. in arnj- ’ ----  -

homosexuals our justice 
- awaits us in the streets

Charles p..,,thoi



n
'  The Gay Switchboard nowex- 
Jflta in Berltfttoy,

7: number is 843-6982. .. It pro-
mise® to be open at least 3-9' 
p.m., but usuaUy is open much 
more than that. The Free 
Church Switchboard may be' 
used as a back-up number if-

Oakland ----  Golden Uirty
Straight City Suburb on the
East Bay. J:__  " , . '

Everything., is defined im

1-iakeshore, Daxiand^s biggest 
Gay* bar, Rendezvous reflèc-^

The YMÇA is a typical bourgeois 
institution, “ respectable” up front, 
“ indecent” and “ amoral” atthecore.

-.The “ woïtst’’’ of things go oh inside, 
the “ bes t” of thé loeal-ettizenry sit 
bn-the Board of-Trustees l i v e  outsidg-*. 
the institution, control its finances 
and policy, intervening on the inside 
activities only when the Public g e ts-

w,e are closed, and'can usually 
get holC bf one of the Switch-
board workers in a crisis, or 
handlQjthe crisis itself. Their 
number is: '549-0649. ' __ _

tio n s^  Straight Gay crowd. A 
freak from the band said hello

they ever say “ West Bay*^’ 
San Francisco—Gay City of the 
Universe.

East Bay Gay commuters. 
Last month Gary and I visited 

Ihe  Oakland Gay bars: 
Grandma’s House, 12th St. 

near the museum—bar rb s- '  
taurant. The m anager told us- 
to stop distributing our leaflets 
for the dance. We .gave them 
out quickly and left.

At Berry’s , 352-14th St. down 
town, pseudp-*dlrty-old-nien 

»-bought us di'lhks. “ I admire 
what yoii hippies a re  doing, but 
don’t u se . yiplence, please,” 
said one man in a suit. I alho 
talked about organizing with a 
young hospital worker who said 
he would come to the Gay Lib- 

- eration dance Iri Berkeley. - 
Only- a few people at the In- 

Between, 2325' E. 14th St.'— 
black queens and a drag. Soul

some real people here,” he' 
related to our hair. “ We’re  
all. rea l,” we said.

And don’t forget the White 
Horse, 6547 Telegraph, Ber-
keley’s only Gay bar , and loca-
ted on the edge of Oakland. 
Gay freak center. Juke box

wind of dirty linen 
,:..,The YMCA, like the njilitary, like 
boarding schools and dormitories, like 
juvenile hall and the pris6n<vsystem, 
like conipeiitlve athletics, is bun t

'The maiHhg address is: P.O. 
Box 4089, Berkeley 94704. . . 
and the street address is 2490 
Channing, RoomL_214. Call 
ah^t<f if you are .dropping iyy 
aftea*'hours, since the buildihg 
is. locked after 7 p.m.
The Switchboard came out of 

the last year’s ^xpertencerof 
^ a y  liberatioD, .^ e n J tb e o ^ e

Foundations are  'beii% fip-; 
¿rgached, ^imd people^ wltb^
money a re  asked te contribute 
a monthly amount—preferably 
$15—tP 'keep the effort going.'

The: whole; idea of the Gay 
Switchboard . is tp dp radical 
sbry lce  to ffie cemmimlty. To 
state here ' ^ a t  it is meant to 
do would only Serve to limit 
its functions i It’s better if Hie 
coinmunity itself determines 
that. -A few of the things so far 
are: requests for information 
on homosexuality-'or on the*̂  
vairioas gay iiberafion organ! 

s, need jobs, offers of

A

new black light posters on the 
walls.
85 ‘cents for drinks, hassles 
with Ruthie, the bar’s chic 
hostess, if you touch or kick 
your shoes off.' à ie  doesn’t—- 
lik^.freaks and-complains the 
dancérb don’t  buy —enough 
drinks.“  .
I met Russian History Pro-

fessor Martin Malia~ in there ' 
one nig^t—an old friend who as \  
a Publishers Board member 
appointed by the administra-
tion had opposed my prom otion.. 
to City Editor Pf the Daily

■mus ic juke box and slowdanc=----Californian. 1 had a badrepu-

Slow dancing also at the h^n- 
hole, 6534 Foothill Blvd., to a 
live band. Women and men. 
Small, crowded. A black wo-
man said, “ Rig^t on, brother,' 
I’ll be there,”  when she saWthe 
raised fist on the dance leaflet.

Almost no one at Lou and Al’s,^ 
23rd andT ele^aph , and a Gay 
Woman’s bar. Carnation, 1260 
13th St., was Just closing. The 
two women v^o shut the doors 
we saw again at the Exit, 3333

tation since my series on ho-
mosexuality.

“ Hello,” - I said to him in the 
bar. .

He stared at me blankly." 
=’'” My 'name is Konstantin.’-* 

‘̂ Konstantine ^ o ? ” 
“ Konstantin Berlandt.”
He shrugged-and turned away. 
What h&ve you written about 

the oppression of homosexuals 
in Russia, *Mart^7 Your own 
people are dying -and you’re  
chronicling the kings.

around^Tl bourgèois sexism ca.lled 
repressive homosexuality. Hetero-
sexuality reigns like a Queen> as all 
men gjo down before Her. .. (Or is it 
Hiin?) We men, queered by the in-
human way of American life, queer 
ourselves in the YMCA, maldng our-
selves into sexual objects fori our own - 
self-exploitation or the exploitation-of 
others. The mental tortures the YMCA 
represents to the sexual rebel of 
America are blatant and omniprésent. 
If that is what sex Among men is a ll 
about, then count me out.

Every city, every toWn, every man’s 
mind is filled to the brim with scenes 

cArrldorff, YMCA showers. - 
’YMCA men’s rooms. Life is silent, 
eyes averted.a giggle is heard. Heter- 
'os®Mal_.pr homosexual, you’re  queer 
in the YMCA; you’re  damned if you do, ■ 
damned if you don’t. . —

Every man who'walks into the YMCA 
has admitted the failure oftheAmer i -  
can dream. Every young man in Amer- 
'tca soon learns his fate’a  the YMCA

obvious that the n ^ d s -o f^H^e projects, and was still outln was imniediately begun on the 
gay community w»T»f> not belngr ^  When, in March of .project. '  "
ttiet, mainly because therq^waB this year, I talked witltPliyttis---- The Regional Young Adult

employment, w ^ t  roommates, 
crashing, emergency calls for 
legal aid and advicp, people 
just into town, needing to  make 
contacts, people wanting, to 
know just • what the current 
events are, 6md so on-. Anything

4 '

is possible, but only adequate
no way IqrTtluirgommunltir fe '
voice its needs.' Further, it 
was evident that the précise 

•people for whose benefit many 
ofbur actions were undertaken 
—the hidden or undeclared Gay 
—^was not. able to effectively 
relate to existing situations or

Lyons jsn foivminga  Coinmlttee 
of Concern for Homos^uals 
and mèntioned the various
Kinds of projects such a com-
mittee couldiindertake^theone 
project _ she felt most needed 
wa.s a switchboard. As a re -
sult of that co'nversation, work

Project and the Council on 
Religion both gave one mpnth’s  
expenses, and I managed for a 
While to contribute a  good deal 
of my salary. That is no longer 
going to be possible, however, 
and alternstiy.e.means offinan- 
cing will have, to be found.

help and people to set up new • 
pregram s and carry  through
'on thenn will make it. To volun-
teer to work, cx>ntact me at the 
Switchboard. I t  you work on it, 
you govern it. (^ne person, one 
vpte.

■ -1—Jim Rankin
%

An informal Gay Coffeehouse- 
opened last month in Berkeley. 
People who live'in a storefront 
apartment open their roomy 
and comfortable living room, 
every Friday from 7-11 p.m. 
and Sundays from 2-7 p.m. 
The coffeehouse attracts thirty 
or forty people an evening to 
a ' room decorated with art . 
donated by people who visit it.

ours. Xbe coffeehouse partial-
ly .fills that need. A^fulltime 
coffeehouse and community 
center is one of'Gay Liber-
ation’s goals.

Dunbar, the tall, bearded 
Moses* figure of Berkeley Gay 
Liberation is coordinating the 
coffeehouse and a Free Par-
ticle project to make a cata-
log of skills, services^ tools.

r

available for free or a donat-
ion if you h a v e , i t . ,

‘ The coffeehouse, called Five-», 
"squarred. Four-squared, is a t'

2516 Regent Stv,-Berkeley.----
With the evictionhiOf Gay Lib-

eration from Sherwood Forest^ 
Gay people in Berkeley have no 
place which is specifically

People. The idea is  to keep 
a flle*̂  and whenever anybody 
heeds something he will look 
fri the file to find someone who 
has the partipiitar- article  or 
information needed. The file 

like the Labor Gift Plan

forever. In one guise or another, OR 
ELSE A HATEFUL MARRIAGE, A 
HATEFUL JOB, EVERY MAN ANO-
THER -MAN’S SLAVE. , Repressive 
heterosexuality is thé obverse of the 
YMCA. •

From the Board, of Trustees on doWm, 
the—men dominating the YMCA are  
afraid of any human, non-contractual, 
relationship between men or between 
women and men. All true human 
relationships are libidinal in nature.^.^ 
Alienated sexuality, inside m arriage - 
or on the YMCA shower room floor, '  
is never, and never could be, at the 
heart of man’s desire to be with a man 
or with a woman.
Gay Men’s Liberation must liberate 

the many men caught in the YMCA.
„Pull heterpsexuallty down oft theped-_
estai. Admit it, baby, the YMCA is 
queer; top or bottom, straight or Gay, 
we’re  queer. Wè must begin to relate 
to each other as real human beings, 
one to another, men and men, women 
and men.

Break down the walls the YMCA’s 
have created in our heads, in our very 
bodies. We^queers know what’s on 
the other side of the partition; I am._ 
Let’s take a good look, brothers, 

we’ll

Some people in the Bay Area 
_ are  trying to form a pqmmani^ 
cations network modeled on thè 
Underground P ress Syndicate.

, ■ The way it
works is this: a m ailiig Will 
be_, sent out in August^'to all 
known Gay Liberation groups 
(all groups we know about). 
A form to be returned to the

,our mailing  ̂list ? 3) Will
you put all groups on your 
mailing list vlio-agpre'e to . do 
the sam e? .4) May all gp:oups 
listpd who receive jrour m ail- 
irgs reprint articles for their 
O'wn publications'^

If your group does not get a 
-mailing or if you would Hkp

GLCS will be enclosed. Four 
, check off questions will be on 
the i g r m : 1) Would you like 
to receive further mailings? 
2) May we list your group in

more information on this pro-
ject, write to r  I *
GAY LIBERATION COMMUN-
ICATIONS SYNDICATE 
P.O. Box 4089 
Berkeley, CA 94704

• I think it is wrong to say that 
camp . Is Gay qplture. Gay 
people -camp most of the time 
for the amusement of straights 
and when gay people laugh at 
camp, it is most often the 
la u ^ te r  of self-hatred. I can 
laugh at a camp joke and appre- 
ciate it just as much as the next
one» In Central Park, after our' 
beautiful Gay Liberation 
march June 28,~ohe person 
camped, pointing to a gay man 
with a flag, “ Look at that bitch, 
she thinks she just discovered

America.”  I laughed. But I 
don’t think camp is 'hunio^can 
fee l. fCOzcdor1^1e_ y itb .- ever,; 
not because I am not proud of 
being Gay, but l^ a u s e  -it is 
s t r a i^ t  society which tells us 
that to be Gay is to be womanly 
(read, inferior). Our fight to 
re jec t sex roles, and to reject
heterosexual male.ctiauymism 
is to , 're ject; terminology and 
humor ydiich reinforces, .Ulti-
mately, those same straight 
roles.

Allen Y oung—New Y ork GL F

J

see someone 
else, someone we like, another human- 
being workmg his way out into a world’ 
he too can create. LeU s -take wha£we 
inherited and make it 'in to  
decent; .more »real way

a more 
of life.

is
which started in certain parts 
of Berkeley last, year .

-Shnedleyl
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A few weeks s fo  e  Omj brother end 
J  Interviewed B. jr. Beokwith, e  Uwyer 

« t o  ^  e < ^  of the Tcrrw ice HeUlnen 
for the aest community in Sen Fren- 
olsoo' when hnnyienunils ern^^ffttil f 
M  of  tleople  hirB Wat lu aettha iheme: 

1 naked Beckwith If he tn Qey (b< 
obelouBiy is , but that’s  Just n y  nlan-' 

^derous opinion—I can’t prove It). He 
. said , “ If you’re  trytng to get me to 

Pm <|«eer. I won’t do i t  What

exactly'a flaming teggpt. I drove a 
tractor, plowed the Helds, tossed bales 
o f hay into the hay loft and Joined the 
Juture'Farm ers of America.

—  r wanted to scream . ''’Roney,"l don’t 
car e  what yoh dp m bed; l Jutt askeg~ 
If yon are fl»y,»*______

A (ekr days' later .1 was in a rap 
with som e women wtio are heaiqMnto 
Women’s  Uberatlon. “ You sero in or 
sex,~^(ou always zero in on sec,’’thm 
said. . - - . . i

^  Pve been told the sam e thing by 
liberal, homosexuals and straljjtiU a- 
like, “ what -you do In' bed is your 
business; do your thing.” They are 
ey in g  that Oav means SEX, nothing

Well, I am tired to the bone of being 
told what I am. I am Qay. Yea, 
y ta  my cock, my mouth and my ass-  
liule la .Oay. So Is my fingernail, 
my_blg toe, my nose and my brain.'
I am not Gay because of where I 
put my cock or vdM I sleep with. I 
am Qay because everything about me 
is  Gay, because I am part of a Gay 
community.

I was Gay long before I adndtted my 
homosemiallty to m yself, long before

.1 ever had sex. long before I knew ' 
what sex' was.

c la ss  place, everythli« based on a 
socia l pecking order of hratwrnltlee 

. sm i sororltiee. Even the lowest Ha-  ̂
' tem lty—a Ixmoh of creeps—didn’t 
w ^  me. DhU^ have a o . ?  
brèath? Np. - 1 was Mpper and in
som e ways m ore togethw  ttan they 
w ere. But I couldn’t oensor m yself 
enough. My Qay se lf  was showing 
through* And my Oay se lf was me.-. 
And every response I got firom the 
world told me my. Oay se lf  was dea-_ 
picable. So I censored m yself more,~ 
built "higher and thicker walls around 
my soul aiul retreated deeper into my 
closet.

I had f r ie i^ ,  other guys at the botv 
tom. 1 was afraid to fae seen on 
campus with them. I thou^t I would 
slip  even lower. We were all Gay, 
but that could never bC talked about.— 
never be acted put. We were the 
outcasts hit we werh not together.

Two years later a good friend came 
out. At-Hrst I played straight; finally 
I admitted that I was Gay too. We 
had been friends since we were seven 
years old. But it was hot until we 
were 22 or 23 that we could deal with 
Wtet brouidit us together. Since then—
although we live far snart— I’ve felt '
jreiry close to that friend. We’ve oeen 
through a lot. ' ,

When I was' lO.-I played paper dolls separates me from thestralght
With the g ir ls  end dug I t ;* ^ ^  i had -̂--- 5 2  *5..“^  the  ̂things we do in
to. I played baseball with the »»«en-

I__

to, I played baseball with the guys and didn’t dig It. B jr o«u
, When I was 13 a gang o f  four or 
five guys tormented me— all throdgh 
junior high school. They called me a 
cocksucker.'. I didn’t know what it 

- m e a ^  but I knew it was the worst 
thing aguy could call another guy. They 
called me MRS. Alinder, They p ro-' 
bably had homosexual fantasies and 
wanted to relate to me physically_and 
the only way they could sense t«̂  do 
It was to provoke me to fight them'. , 
But I dldnH. 1 was scared shitless.

There were five of them and I was 
alone.

I grew up on.a farm in southern 
Minnesota ' and there' you proved 
your masculinity in competitive ath-' 
letlcs. I had too much se lf  doubt to 
be any good in that. In high 
I earned a bit 6f r e s p ^  .throuM; 
Journalism, theatre and krt; !̂ But I> 
was never the man I was supposed, tob̂ e . -

^ n ’t. get me wrong. 1 wras'not

A^en I meet'an upfront Gay brother, 
T make a connection. I already know 
a lot about hini.

I need to be together with other Gay 
m en. We have not been together—  
we’ve not had en o u ^  se lf  respect for 
that. Isolated sex  and then lodk for 

-another partner. Enough of that, that’s  
where , we’ve been. Let’s go s o m e  -
where else. ' Let’s  go somewhere 
where w;e value es£h other as more 
than Just a h i ^  of meat. We need 
to recognize one another wherever we 
are, start talking to each other. We 
heed to say “ Hi, Brother” when we • 
see  each other on ' the liitreet. We 
need consciousness ralsinggroupsand 
com m unes,— ---------  ------

Our Qay souls have nearly been stom-
ped to'death in that desert called 
America. If we are to bloom, we can”  
only do. It together. -

I need you brother, because brother 
you are all I have. ■

^  m. ‘ aQLF. xTOuna 
m yself plagued by what I called irra-
tional impulsés. Mainly, I kept having 
an urge^to tell my parents about my

KmMexuality.., But-every tim e this 
gé cam e-to the surface. I said to 
jnyselL -J'Q h, come on,- you’M  going 

through dianges-iiitense anxiety^ re -  
orgaplzatiun of your life Style .’’ And"' 
I would call up a friend and get my 
friend to persuade me not to call my 
parents (sort of like Alcc4iolics Anon-__ 
ymous.)

^;Why hadn’t I told them previously, 
even though my friends and employer ' 
knew? Some background will explain ' 
r—I left home seven years ago, and 
h'aVe had almost no contact .with my 
parents since. My father is a career 
employee for the Defense Department. 
My mother Is almost a prototypical 
Jewish Mother. 'As' a result, my adol-
escence was a continuous hassle-^-my. 
need for independence VS my parents’  ̂
d esire to control me, to marry me off 
to a Nice Jewish-Boy (a doctor) and 
deliver me, virginal and Ued in pink 
ribbons, to Scarsdale.

The day I left home was theoccasior * 
of a fight, one vdiich represented the 
clim ax in this struggle. My mother • 

-had found my diaphragm. I saw no 
need to enlighten her as to iny other 
activities and Impulses. . . .Át any 
rate, I was convinced that oomnounica- 
llon . between me and my parents was 
Impossible and convinced that nay-im-
p u lse 'to  call ..them could only mean 
one of two things:

1) I still hankered after their ap-
proval,

2) I wanted to start a flght with them, 
to hurt them and to, make m yself 
m iserable and depressed.

About -'a month .ago, I received a le t-  • 
ter from nly kid sister, telling me she 
was going to be married. She also  
chastised m e for avoiding my family, 
and asked m e if-I were staying away 
because I was ashamed of my homo- ' 
sexuality (I did tell her and my kid 
brother). I was annoyed at this accu-
sation, .and Ironed home to defend 
.m yself to her—end also, come to 
;hink of it, to find out who she m s  
marrying. ~

My father . answered. After som e 
casual conversation, I’ surrendered 
l o  the Impulse: ^

.“ Dad, I have sosoefhing to tell you.”
**You’re Hot in trouble, are you ?’*

' “ No, it’s something personal.”

—■ “Well, it can't be anything-that new 
to us. We are your parents.”  .

‘-'Dad, Pm- a hom osexual/’ -’ I was 
e:q>ectlog shock; silence, andsnythlng 
but wlud-followe|d:

“ Well, yeah, lilartha, we knew akout 
that.”  . . .

It was my turn: tô'lié shdticed an«T 
— BtlBHt." :YéB, awy krow;— It ^eeiusir 

that 1 l e f t  som e gay novels around 
the house—and som e of my drawings. 
were more obvious than I was aware 

' of. That my father had paid any 
attention'to the contents of my draw-
ings was also a surprise. A n laU  he 
w u ted  to know was If he or my mother 
were responsible for my. honxmex- 
uallty. And. 1 said no.
„‘/JMs-Just an aptitude. Dad. Like an 
aptitude for math. . .or m usio. . .or 
poetry.” . How cotild I te ll him, yes. 
you made me a’ homosexual and 1 
love i t . .  Thsnk>.y«xi very muchi

-  —8o, after seven years, tile prixllgal 
daughter accepted an ;lnvltatl<xi .to 
come home' for dinner. It tvasn’t the 
most comfortable evening in the world

■ — but it amsn’t a hassle, either. My
parents are-stlll un)uQ>py that Pm  not 
trying to claw nfr way up Into the 
Establishment. On theother band, they 
didn’t try to Impose their ideas on me 

. .nor did I feel it necessary Ip 'châK. 
. lenge every word out of their mouths^

. Mom has become an sup-
porter'of the National Minimum In-
come. As she put It, “ Everyone has ’ 
a right to eat!” . Dad is  burned up

— about the war in Vietnam. After kS
years with the Dept, of Defense, he 
has decided that if_my kid brother 
gets drafted, he will send the boy to 
Canada and support hiin there until he 
gets a Job. ' ;

I called an old friend of mine, a guy 
named Bill, who has helped me In the 
process of leaving home and getting 
my head clear of the hangups my family 
had imposed on me. “ I guess even 
people over 30 can change,” he said.

Last week, I saw them again. Dad 
was readlngthe TIMEarticleonhomo-
sexuality. He showed it to me and said, 

" T h is  is the first tim e I rea lised  that 
homosexuals are anoiqnressedmlnpc- 
Ity—ths t pnnpls hsus hsen telling lies

-about you. __ ____  •
“ Yeah, Dad; Like we eat iShrlittan 

children for Passover.” ’ ^
by Martha Shelley

from COME OUT!, New York GLF 
newspaper.

I
WE WEBE BORN BLIND AND UN- 
IMAGINED, CONT.

We Me shadows in search of their 
■bodiesi- Like aagels—from the frture 
we seek a habit of flesh-that is not 
m erely the old concealing itself as 
new o r 'th e  new as reaction, to thé 
old. The undtscbvered “human na-
ture”  stands imtouched (the one thing 
the users have never gotten around 
to using) Just behind our thin dis-
guises. %all we, the gay, seek the 
approval ^ f  the Establlehmeht Mblch 
binds its children’s feet at birth with 
the Law^ %all we,, the "gay, s^ek 
■ the approval of desperadoes ? Ha-ve 

we not had enough of despair ? '
To find its body a shadow need only 

follow toe simple thread: be true to 
your self7 "If yôiî believe a-self is 
there to be truè to it will soon emerge, 
toe flower drawn from toe-jseed by a 
warm sun, the sublime statue deliver- _ 
ed from its blank marble block of the 
future by the sculptor’s hand. Neither - 
th& law-bound bor the law-less h a v ^  
the benefit of this'yision. The'body-
ing forth of your being is the birth of 
your power, and ybur power is your 
body emerging from the eclipse of its 
shadow, like a flower bursting from its 
seed. -  __ _

We, the gay, have hung suspended .in 
space, waiting for a just earth to 
finally be established beneath our feet, 
a _ just heaven thrown over our heads. 
Yet the earth, like us, never belong- * 
ed to anyone but itself, and it was our 
brother all the centuries .that, it was 
property to conquerors. And who was“ 
closer to Heaven, to visionary sight? 
And isn’t this the answer to the next 
question: how shall we proceed with 
our existence? How can we^eXTst but

. '■ -X  -

by convlng from our exile in space, 
rather than trying to  make vtoole new 
truth out of old lies, flgs out of this-
tles ? Since we , if we are  true to 
ourselves, can_only come from agape 
into eros, from love into sex, how can 
we ever have.cotiflijsis between sexiand 
morality? The forms of our sexual 
practices are  practically without re -
striction, but this freedonr is won by 
means of the most -stringent re -
striction: that we not be old-world 
jnaterialists, mere objects colIIdihg~ 
with Objects, collecting objects, re -
producing th é , alienation, estrange-
ment.,and isolation of-objeets. "

For haven’t the gay been strangers ' 
enough as they hung suspended between 
an old earth and an old heaven. We 
have been left out of all the defini-. 
fions. We are the unnamed crea-
tures of the Creation. And the old 
earth and the old heMen are  ruled 

-over by dead men. It’s a graveyard,. . 
and we should consider our milleniu'm 
of shadowy exile a blessing. It be-
comes the worst curse of all, however, 
when your fellow exiles abuse you. 
Shall we cooperate with our oppress-
or ? Shall we join Ĵ iim in his con-
tempt for us ? When your own stomps 
on you. that’s Billie’s Blues and 
Bessie’s Blues.. When the Ceasars 
persecute you, that’s hard trouble to“  
endure, but when your-own co-operate 
in creating a limbo of despair among 
the desperate an'd alienation among 
the alienated, that’s the deepest blue 
of the ocean and the highest blue of
the heavens; and aften  thatJhere’A __
o place to go but out of that world, 
lut of its narrow view 'of things: 

We’re  too full for that.. There’s no 
l imlt^to toow high the heaven of our 
sp irits can fly, how deep thé ocean of

our ̂ humanity can-feel. The outsiders 
a re  n.earest'to hon^e. , ̂  .

So isn’t the choice a simple one? 
To. remain a shadow in a* dead world, 
a stranger breeding estrangements, or 
to leave that hell by rejecting divi-
sions and embracing un ities.' A sim-
ple feeling for a guide: does this
hurt or.heal my brothers? Does this 
divide the livii^ from'the dead or does 
this sow division among the living bro-
thers whom I léve. Is this the tun-
nel-vision of a mole burrowing its 
way, man by man, through its buried 
life ? Or is this toe'^neW sun burst- 
ing iñ'toe face of each awakened man, 
mind, spirit and flesh, like three 
planets, aligned in thé Edngle' glance 
of men born out of the spacious, 
freedom Of the füturé. Create your 
new world under this light, and let 
the wolves devour the wolves and the 
dead bury the dead in toe old world 
that is passing away.

A simple guide based on a diffi-
cult knowledge: lovç. But if it werfe 
not for these, treacherous nets and 
webs—the lies of manunkind and his 
barbaric history, like severed heads 

_ Jield up as exalted banners, and the 
' bloody evidence of unforgiving and un-

forgivable crimes waving from every 
flagpple—if not for this maze of de-
lusion, both.love and your own true . 
nature aré  only an arm ’s length away, 
and simple to Tb«> ‘K îngdom
of Heaven’ is at hand, yours^to r each 
out and touch if only you shake from 
your hand thé history w hioli^ver, i r ^  

- any, case, admitted  or éven-concel3ís^ 
_ ed that you ejdisted and have alwi ĵis- - 

existed as rpuch aç thç earth i ts e lf - 
which few men have^ver named by 
its proper name. ..- —. .

•

Jim Eilers

u .
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a ^ s m s H M fe

by Bill M iller

It’s  rea lly  hard  for me to cut through 
,all th e  bullshit .d rilled  into my head... 
throughout' life and dig out what I,

1 Mi" -■ Bill M iller, feel about the moment. 
It’s  Im portant that I get tom yfeelings 
now because P m try ing  to express what 
gay l iberation  is  to  me. I’ve never 
trlBif lb~spelV thih' out so precisely ; rtiy 
idbas a re  confused.

In the la st two months I have begun to 
■ reiU ize that my liberation is gay lib e r-

ation. I am  beginning to re a lize the
ty rym y  which my"eotiscious, (hinking

Í

mind holds-over the rest, o f my ex is t-
ence. and th a t 'th e  one thing, which 
dom inates my thoughts and dream s is 
the fact that I am  gay. Illa m rto  break  
down this tyranny of mind over feelings 
I will have to t onfrun t the things ^^ich  
fill my mind. F or m e this m ^ans coa
fronting m jr.gay identity, expressing 
my gay thoughts, digging out my gay 
feelings. ; C

I am high in the S ierra s , lying nude 
in the sun, w riting. Yesterday a gay 
friend and I backpacked in to this 
i s o l a te  w ilderness where we will 
camp for a few days.. • L ast night we 
finished cooking and getting our camp-
s ite  together just as a full moon began 
to r is e  over the mountains. We c l im b ^  
ed to the top of a  rooky ridge, g o t \  
stoned, and let. ourselves absorb  tl)e ' 
m irac les  taking place around ust 
Everything was love and peace until, 

,M! A r ‘WHAM! All of a sudden I was afraid .
I wasn’t  afra id  of b e a rso r  ra in  o r pigs 
busting our cam psite. I Was afra id  of 
m yself, of the fact that in my head I 
was alone even though in my a rm s was 
a beautiful guy and in my world was 
the beauty of moon and s ta rs  and tre e s  
silhouetted against a  black night and 
s trea m  form ed by m illions of ripp les 
joining into a m ighty chorus. I was 
afra id  of re la ting  to  the beauty around 
m e With nothing but my own feelings.
I knew that if my feelings got heavy I 
couldn’t  sp lit to  see  a flick or go^to a 

—gay. bar o r. call a  friend. I cotUdn’t- ,  
change the world around m e last night 
— I was stuck th e re , afraid.

The sam e thing happened th is m orn-
ing when I woke up to  a beautiful sun-
r is e . :I thought that th is  and the coming 
days lay before m e to b e fllled w lth m y '' 
experiehces, tha t I would seek out, that 
I would feel. T here  would be no sch ed ^_  
ule to follow, no ci^w d of people to 
d is tra c t m e from  m yself. Everything 
would be my own doing. And I ~was 
afraid  because of the demands placed 
on me by the w ilderness to be m yself.

When I was a kid. I !was taught to  feel 
inferio r, humble, and inadequate. P a r t 
of th is train ing s tem s from the P uritan  
Bthic which says that God is  good, Man 
is  a sinner. Having been ra ised  In a 
conservative Southern Baptist fam ily,
I got a heavy dose of this medicine. 
Whatever the sou rce , as i'h it adoles-
cence I had strong  doubts about the 
worth of my in te llect, my physical 
appearance and strength, my sexual 
d es ire s , my ab lllty 'to  re la te  to people 
— in short, about myself. I usually 
felt that I couldn’t re la te  to what’s 
going on around me. Whether o r not I 
was rela ting , I always told m yself that 
I wasn’t and next tim e maybe I will do 
be tte r,
T hese feelings of Inadequacy a re  s ti ll 

dominant. They a re  closely connected 
with feelings of fear because when lam  
afraid-T—like la s t night and th is m orn-
ing— 1 am Inadequate to handle what’s 
going on without, but also I feel th rea t-
ened by what’s  going on without. 
Things a re  going ,qp which pose a 
danger' to my peace of nilnd or the 
safety of my body and the re’s npthing 
1 can do about it. I feel trapped and in-
capable of escaping. I am afraid .

My fears a re  feelings which d e trac t 
' from  what’s  going on around me and 

take my head on tr ip s . They a re  b a r -  
ifirs between the moment and my en-
joyment of it. They grow out of goals 
and expectations drilled  into my mind 
which put conditions on the way I re la te  
to the p resen t and force me fo define 
the presen t in te rm s  of the future. It’s 
a rea l drag to have g rea t expèctatfons 
because they a re  ra re ly  fulfilled— just 
by my nature arid by th e ir  nature I can-
not fulfill them . Some qf my expecta- 
tlons a re  tninking I should be'lietero-_ 
sexual, thinking I should fall rom anti-
cally in love with someone and that any 
relationship  ¿hort of this isrrM'worth 
my tim e, that I should achieve success, 
th a t  I should be “ prckiuctive” , never

■ A fter becoming aware of the concept 
of liberation as i t  ^ p l ie s to m e ,  I have 

‘ undergone different stages of libera- 
tion^ I think Ihavecharig^from belng  

- .  homosexual to being ga3L When I was
_homosexual I felt my need to r e late to

men pould be fulfilled only In the se-
crecy  of a  gàÿ bar or. cru ising  in the 
dark  of the night. Neve r  did I se e  Htese 
needs as something which could be 
talked about o r  actualized« in the 
s t r a i ^ t  world. So when in s t r a i ^ t '  
c irc le s—vdiich was m ost of the tim e—
I felt inadequate, never able to re la te  
to people in  the way 1 waiited.—“Fhere

'm a le s—never adm itting any personal 
difficulty in consummating the sex  act 
to  its  ’*riatural”  oonclusion—the o r-
gasm . The fS riiih ln e ro l^ is  t o t e  sub-
ordinate to  and sujpportive of the m as-
culine ro le . A fem ale’s ro li 'ls 'to  make 
th e  m asculine ro le  w ^ k ;  thus a fem ale 
Should not challenge the concept o f. 
m asculinity by . being t^ySically 
strong , intellectual, com petitive, o r 
“.together” .

I have been brought up in a  'sexist 
cu ltu re. At som e point m y-fear of

seem ed no hope of-changitig e itherthe  
external situation to'the point whet^e it 
accepted homosexuality, or the in ter-
nal situation' so that L was no longer 
homosexual. I was often afraid , anx-
ious, neurotic—the whole scene—e s -
pecially when homosexuality was d is-
cussed :"  I felt I v«s a (yieer, that I’d 
always be a queer, that everything— 
when .1 got .to the bottom of things— was 

I wa
Th.en things started  to  changé. I 

s ta rted  having sex with guys, and en-
joying it instead of feeling what I had  
just dome was wrong. I discovered 
angèr within myself and s ta rted  to ex-
p re ss  it, before I was very  much afraid 
of m y  anger. I discovered the joy of 
doing things with gay guys o ther than 
going to bed. In short, I d iscovered , 
feeling in my life that wasn’t com plete-
ly associated with an in tellectual trip  
o r  with my expectations, but which 
cam e 'from  the sensuality of my body 
and from  the "new way of relating.

And so I became gay; I began to dig 
guys sexually, to  dig doing things 
openly with gay guys, to dig being open 
about homosexuality in the straight 
world, to dig myself, to dig life . Now 
I feel th is way most of the^im e, hut 
not always—there a re  s t i l f  inadequa-
cies and fears which cripple m e, like 
la st night and th is morning. When I’m 
c lo sest in touch with these feelings I 
feel able to write about gay liberation; 
to. m e gay liberation in la rge  part 
means coming to term s with my inad-
é q u a te s  and fears.

'r e la x .  Even though I have rationalized 
away the validity of these expe.ctatlons, 
they s ti ll  influence me and som etim es 
leave m e feeling that the presen t isn’t 

— going as it should—that it isn’t really  
what I want. It’s stupid of me to make 
th is  assum ption because I ra ise  b a r-
r ie r s  and don’t  experlenbe the present 
on its own term s.

Whenever my expectations a s se rt 
them selves and a re  not re s itz e d rlte e l 
inadequate. The p resen t isn’t  going 
righ t. I feel the cause m ust besom e- 

.thlng wrong with me not with what I 
expect, becaus'e my expectations a re  
created  arid reinforced by my cul-
tu ra l experience to such a degree that 
in my head there j s  no doubt as to 
th e ir  authenticity.' I feel inadequate 

..because my head is forcing me to feel 
inadequate.

If I feel this way I  try  to change my 
life . B ut chances a re  I’ll feel inade-
quate again given enough tim e. If I 
can’t change things around either ex-
te rna lly  o r internally, I feel afraid 
because I can’t do anything— I.am  
vulnerable in the face of danger. 
-What does all this have todow lthgay 
liberation?- -.Most likely everybody—  
stra ig h t o r gSy—feels inadequate and 
afra id  a t tim es. But because of the 
special taboos against homosexuality. 
1. think I was more u p tip it 'th a n  a 
s tra igh t person in suppressing my 
feelings. So these feelings took on a 
g re a te r  dimension within m e, because 
I d idn 't g e t^ e m  out. ,

What do I most fear_? Is it suffering 
the rebuke of the straigh t world for 
being “ homosexual’’ ? o r the fear of 
never finding the ̂ ig h t person  to fall 
in love with ? o r the fear of not reach-
ing orgasm  without .fantasizing? When 
I really  dig out my fears'I think I.^most 
fear becoming a woman. On.a-deep 
level I feel that a woman is the most 
inadequate of human beings.. She is 
sentim ental, physically weak, depen-
dent upon men.to get things done, un-
re liab le  when the going gets r o u ^ .  I 
fear that if I allow m yself to get close 
to. a woman I will become like h e r be-
cause she will dotfiinafe me and make 
me over in h er image. This Vould be 
disgusting.

I te ll myself J  have to be ̂ t c h ;  my 
body l ia s  To look 'arid feel strong; my 
clothes have to be masculine; my man-
nerism s cannot be feminine; 1 can’t 
c ry  in front o f people— only women do 
that; I can’t associate w ith . feminine 
guys —  especially queens —  because 
there is something ’’wrong’’ with 
them. '

My fea rs  of becoming a woman are  a 
sidknqss wIMiin me that I want to  shake 
off. This .-sicicriees is not unique to me; 
it is' a sickness which perm eates all 
levels of our culture, like rac ism . I 
call it sexism . It means that our cul-
tu re  has defined se x  ro le s  so rigldfy 
and unnaturally that anyone unable or 
unwilling to ■ adjust to these ro les  is 
taboo. Whether or not anyone else 
knows it, a taboo person knows he is 

'taboo— his head always rem inds him.
The sex roles a re  easy to label: the 

m asculine role for m ales and the femi-
nine ro le  for females. The m asculine 
ro le  is  to tep h y sica lly  strong, c lea r-  
Snd rational-thinking, unemotional, in 
subordinate.-competitive, totally  ade-
quate. It is also fucking fem ales or at 
least talking a lot about fucking fe-

beedming a woman was flrm ly estab-
lish ed  in my head. This_fear pro-
bably developed because I frequently 
associa ted  with m en and women who 
w ere  insecure in .their sex ro le s—to 
be expected in a  sex is t culture. As a 
re su lt  I developed insecurities which 
expressed  them selves p rim arily  as a 
fe a r 'o f  becoming a woman. This,j(par 

"contributed to the development of.my 
sexuality in a pattern  which until r e -  

e  exclusively ho 
sexual. , .

When I began to feel my homosexual 
tendencies, I suppressed  them because 
I te e w  they were Incompatible with the 
se x is t culture which I was trapped in. 
When my homosexual tendencies be-
cam e so obsessive that I had to  act 
teem  out, I.knew I was a disgusting 
and taboo person. My inadequacies 
and fears extended to everything!did, 
because it wasn’t  a s  if a p a rt of m e was 
bad and could ^  avoided; it was as if 
everything about m e was bad and coaid 
not be avoided, un less I com mitted 
suicide. Orily when -I began to  View 
m yself outside the context of the sex-
is t  culture did I begin to  develop a 
different opinion of m yself—a luimtm 
way of looking at m yself. — -̂-----’ —

I have begun to lib e ra te  myself from 
m y inadequacies arid .fears. B utthere 
a r e  many hang-ups from  the past 
which a re  heavy. F or one, la m a  m ale 
chauvinist. I used to  think I got'along 
w ell with chicks— in a  superficialway 
I did. But often I to u te  m yself in  situ-
a tions which demanded intim acy, care , 
and concern and I ju st didn’t  come 
through with these responses. I turned 
off to a chlck ln those situations, espe-
cia lly  if a  guy was around. Most 
s tra ig h t guys tu rn  off to  chicks emo-
tionally  a t tim es, ju st as r  do; but a 
s tra ig h t guy at le a s t is  Interested in a 
chick as 'a sexual object—which I am 
not— so he will com e around to her—• 
which I may not un less she confironts 
m e with my m ale chauvinism and de-
mands a change in attitude.

O ther hang-ups have to  dp with my 
re la tions with gay guys. Sexually I am 
turned off by queens; intellectually 1 
am  beginning to see  how beautiful they 
a r e  in the-waythey re la te  their sexual-
ity to our culture. I hope my b a r r ie r s  
against femininity and especially  
queens can be broken down so  I can 
re la te  to them and be m ore natural In 
my own m annerism s, speech, and 
mode of d ress . Maybe one wray to 
b reak  down these b a r r ie r s  is to  go in 
d rag  occasionally —  something Pve 
never done and which would freak  me.

I s till have b a r r ie r s  toward feeling 
gay guys a re  my b ro th ers  in the strug-
g le . In gay liberation meetings I som e-
tim es feel '“ b e tte r”  than the other 
guys. I look on them  a s  being homo-
sexual and therefo re  bad, while In my 

'Head I am stra igh t and good. P a r t  of ■ 
th is  feeling comes, from  my lack of 
adequate im ages of m yself as a gay 
person . My mind’s  eye s till views me 
a s  strat^sririuchTof theMm . I need to 
feed it new m ateria l to  help change its  
outlook—say through plctures-of m y-
se lf  making love to  a guy o r through 
gay lib  dem onstrations when’the side 

i I’m on is very- obvious to  r^y head.

.
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When I began w riting y es te rd ay ,'I  
fe lt afraid of cariSping in the S ie rra s . 
Now I feel there la T itrp lac e  I would 
ra th e r  be. Everything seem s te a u ti-  
ful,' especially th e  fuck I just 
W riting has rea lly  helped me change 
my internal being so that I can snjoy 
the external world. W rittnghas helped i 

- m e so rt out and d iscard  the Intellectual - 
b a r r ie r s  between m e and this w ilder-
n ess  experience.
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by Most Rev. Mikhail Itkln

by Mike Silversteln

— This  soole ty denies us our gay her-
oes. Growing up, the young Qay boy 
o r  ^ r l -n e e d s  people like hinlself he 
can look up to, pe<q;>le whom he can see 
a s  strong, courageous, m oral, and 
exem plary. Instead he has only dirty 
s to r ie s  and fag,Jokes to identify him-
se lf  'by . There a re  numerous Gay

. figures In h istory he might Identify 
with, yet the straight cu ltu re system -
atically  keeps him from  knowing i 
there, wrere individuals like him self he 

•  could adm ire. " If these homosexuals . - 
a r e  too im portant to be excluded, their '

1  homosexuality Is 'e i th e r  ighored or
------  heated ly  denied. This is  tru e  of figures

ranging from  Michelangelo, F reder-
ick the G reat, and Queen Christina to 

,Hans C hristian  Anderson, Walt Whit- 
 ̂ than,, and G ertrude Stein. In other - -  • 
. cases  Gays Whose homosexuality can-
not be denied, and who played Impor-
tan t ro le s  in the life of U e ir  tim es, 
have-sim ply been expunged from the 
h is to rica l record . This is  the case r 
with such people as Edmund Caroen-

roj

' and was appalled by what he saw. On 
hla own he se t about to investigate and 
expose the brutal exploitation of the 
Congolese by Leopold’s syndicate.- 
Casem ent’s  r e p o r t  on the-£k>ngo j r a s . 
the Origin and ma]or weapon of an 
international c a m p a i^  against the 
brutality  of the Congo T re e  State. 
Leopold was forced to su rrender the 
Congo to the Belgian government, 
which continued to exploit am ^ravage 
it, but in a somewhat more humane and 
decorous m anner.

Three Sundays ago, tw©.your^ 
men from Alaska^Russian Or- - 
^odok in SAn Francisco on pil-
grimage for the canonization of 
F r Herman^^^ended the Di-
vine Liturgy for Homosexual 
Liberation and Peace celebra- ■ 
ted every Sunday according to 
the rite  of St. S er^ lon  at 1149 
Hyde St., San Francisco, at 
5:30 p.m. During the .Nazi 
occupation of Czechoslovalda,

Casement achieved fame and was 
promoted to Consul to Rio de Jan lero  
w here he heard  of s iih ila r exploitation ~ - 
of the Indians of the upper Amason In^ -  
P eru , and was o f t  again in investigate. 
Again h is investigation exposed bru tal 
treatm ent o f non-W esterners, and a -  
gain it led to  th is exploitation being 
somewhat m itigated.' Casem ent’s  a  
fam e was now at its  peak. He retu rned  
hom e and was knighted for his se rv ice  
to  humanity. By now, however, som e-
thing had happened to Casem ent that is

t e r . F ried rich  Casp a r u ir lc h s , and the 
subject of th is  a rtic le , Roger Case^ 
ment.

I d iscovered the sto ry  of Roger Case-
ment when I was in school, searching 
desperate ly  through the official cul- 
tu reT o r someone like m yself of whom 
I didn’t  have to be asham ed. The firs t 
thing i  read  was a" review  of a book 
about Casem ent in TIME Magazine. 
The tone of Uie review  was condes-
cending with an undertone of titilla -
tion, p a rt psychiatric case  history, 
p a rt d irty  -story. The book was THE 
BLACK DIARIES OF ROGER CASE-
MENT by P ete r Singleton-Gates and 

_ Maurice. G lrodlas. The book is pro-
bably the most accurate and satisfac-
tory  work on Casem ent. It is now out - 
of p rin t. --

dangerous fo r -any nign-ranxing civil 
servant. He had lost-his ability not to 
see  exploitation and rq v e s s lo n  where 
ever it .existed. So returning home he 
could no longer fail to see  that h is 
own people, the Irish, w ere also  
exploited and-rep ressed  by fke sam e 
English government he had served  so' 
long, ' . . _  ■

Now Casement showed the courage 
 ̂behind his hum anltarlanism  that made 
him  heroic. Turning his back on the 
B ritish  government that had been the 
source of h is prestige and fortune, 
he became an Irish  nationalist. World 
War I had begun and Casem ent was- 
sent by the Irish  rebels as  am bassa-

these (at .that time young boys^ _ 
lovers then and still lovers)- 
were prisoners at the Dachau 
concentration camp. Among 
the oppressed peoples impri-
soned and murdered- by the 
Nazis were Jews,-Slovaks, Or-
thodox, Catholics, Gypsies* 
political “ undesirables” and 
our Homosexual brothers and - 
s is te rs . Èàch of these groups 
was forced to wesu: an armband 
of distinctive color : the best- 
known of these being the yellow^ 
armband of thé Jewish people. 1.'

After the liberation thé p ri-
soners, of coiu^e,'were freed; ^  
those that survived, that is. 
Besides the six million Jewish 
dead, thers wëre millions of 

'  dead of all these other groups,
- including the Homosexuals.

. .Some years later, the gavern- ' 
ment of West Germany, in an 
éffort to make "Symbolic “ re-r 
trlbution” , and with the aid of 

. the conquering allied powers,
■■ built outside ttm gates of the 

infamous death camp7 Dachau, 
a monument to-the people who

died ^ e r e . «  Included liT tha t ; 
monument w ere ther co lo rs  of 
a ll of the arm bands. > .except 
the color of .tbe arinjbands of 
the Homos exuals-avhd didd in
Dachau. . - __

The y j^ n g ja e n ^ w ho had ju s t  
re tu rned  from  (Se fm any, hach 
vlslLed^^ e  th e ir  fo r-
m er suffe^ring and had s e e n . 
th is monument.-" They bring 
to us^one-quostion only; DroS- 
the  e n tire  >wrld
acquleg49e_-tadaigmurder of our
p e ^ ^ ?

The wildest showlntown=—^whenthe Cockettes a rea t the Palace 
Theatre on Friday and Saturday nights—most recent perfor-
mance. “ Hollywood. Babylon,” August W and 15.' The audience 
Ts allÈòst as. h e a ^  a shew as the Cockettes-^verybody hoots 
and hollers. -  It begins a t m idn i^ t after . thè Chlnèse movies 
and goés on tlU 4jor 5 a.m..

”0

dor to the G erm an governn^nt to see 
)le. t t  \

Reading this book made m e eager to 
read  'm ore about Casem ent. I read 
everything I could get my hands' on,— 
and the more I read, the m ore adm ir-
able I felt Casement to be. He was fax 
ahead of h is tim e in h is opposition to 

' im perialism  and dehumanizing coloni- 
' a lism . He-was exe'euted by à leading 
im peria list and colonialist-pow er,

- G reat Britain; m ore than th is  he was 
kllléd because of his homosexuality. 
Had he not been a homosexual, the 
necessities of public rela tions would 

1 have forbidden the execution of such a 
universally  adm ired humanitarian. 
However by revealing that he was a 
“ degenerate” the B ritish  government 
succèeded in redefining Casement as a 
m onster of depravity, whose accom-
plishm ents counted for naught, his 
friends and adm irers desJtted  him, 
what he had done was forgotten, and 
he could be hanged without outcry.

if an alliance was possible, u  was not, 
and his m ission was a failure. Case-^ 
m ent returned  to Ireland and on lUs 
a rr iv a l was a rre s ted  by the English 
and charged with high treason.

m ent. . . .although I am certain  that 
Roger Casement was a p erv e rt it 
m akes little  difference to  me, in 
a sse ss in g  h is .p lace  in history  as If 
he had possessed a clubfoot.”

P erhaps we owe Mr. MacColl a vote 
of thanks for this condescending to le r-

‘‘1

At this point something unexpected 
happened. Dark rum ors w ere spread 
that in his private life Casem ent was 
some' .kind of degenerate m onster. It 
was said that the British government 
had seized his privato d ia ries  which 
revealed a life of degeneracy and p e r t  
version—that^is, he was ahom osexual. 
Copies of these d iaries, "T he Black 
D iaries” as ' they came to be know n,. 
w ere evidently shown to leader s  of the 
various hum anitarian groups th a t had 
ra llied  to Casenieiitls defense, be-
cause they soon ceased to defend him, 
and he could be hanged without further 
ado.

ation, but if we look at the “  Black 
D iaries”  on which 'MacColl bases h is 
conclusions, we a re  m ore likely to see  
h im ,as a fool, a blind bigot, and as  one 

,-twho oppresses us by denying, us-pur. 
h isto ry .

Since then Casement has been pretty  
much forgotten. The Irish  s till count 
him  among their national m a rty rs , and 
p a r t o t-the lr m em ory of h ln i is that 
the d ia ries  a re  a wicked forgery of the 
B ritish  government. Casement" was 
engaged to be m arried  to som e p a r ti-
cu larly  shjkcoleen, and was a  fine up-
standing Irish ’tte terosexual. Only on 
th is  basis can the Irish  accept him  as 
a hero . ---- --- ------

—-for the ir enslavement. It was h is  sex-
uality  '  that led him to  encounter * 
“  natives”  as  sex p artn e rs  and people.

\  and his compassion. re<]uired that he 
Then attem pt to end the ir oppression. ' 
H is homosexuality was pot Irrelevant - 
to4iis accom plishments, It'occasioned 
them , it was what made him  different 
from  other British colcmlal offlcigls, 
and ultim ately h is love l e d h im to t^ e  

. the side of the oppressed, the Congo-
lese , the Indians, the Irish , ‘against 
the oppressor class from -which he 
sprang. Generally in colonial situa-
tions, the colonialists exploit the na-
tives sexually, and this is  unfortunately 
as  tru e  o f homosexuals a s  of hetero-
sexuals. Anyone who knows the Gay 
sesne  in Puerto Rico, Jam aica, o r  T la- 

' Juana knows this to be the case. But 
for Casem ent, his sexuality, his homo-
sexuality, was so tied to  h is human 
feelings that he could not but identify 
with his lovers. Noy is- he unique in 
th is : ' 'Jean Genet, in “ The Thieves 
Journal” says h is love of Algerian 
boys led J i m  to Identify with the Al-
gerian  revolution* Just a s  his love of 
Black men has led to  h is  active part 
in the fight against Black oppression.

Let’s look at C aB en m t's  -7
was born into an upper-class), Irish 
family that had long supported B ri-
tish  ru le  in Ireland. He had the 
standard  upper-c lass education." and 
was launched upon a typically upper- 
c lass  c a ree r  in the B ritish  civil ser-^' 
vice, adm inistering the em pire. ■' 
his c a re e r , background and position, 
nothing except his homosexuality d is-
tinguished him Trom any other Anglo- 
Irish  m em ber of the- ruling class.

At his tr ia l  Casement was eloquent- 
,  in. h is defense of the right'of Irishm en, 

anJ all men, to b e  f re e .  - He estab -
lished hinnself "as one of the heroes 
and m arty rs of the Irish rebellion. 
When he was sentenced to be hanged, 
A e re  was an international outcry from 
those who rem em bered h is  a'ecdm- 

,_  plishm ents in AfricaandSouth.Ameri- 
:a. It. seem ed certain  that h is  se iu  

tence would be commuted by the 
Cro\vn.

F or no homosexual can read  C a s e - , 
ment'-s-^Uariss without being <|ellgfated- 
and inspired ^  what they reveal about 
Roger Casement. His f irs t  im p res-
sion, if he knows the d ia ries’ repu ta-
tion, is to conclude that heterosexuals 
m ust be obsessed by sex, if  that’s  the 
only thing they see there , for. C ase- 
m entls-deacriptlona of hla aex life a re

His ca ree r  proceeded uneventfully 
.and he was promoted to the rank of 
B ritish  Consul to thé Congo. {The 
Congo was Uie personal property— 
-plantatiom—of the King of the Bel-
gians, Leopold II. Thé ca rte l of Euro-
pean businessm en header) by Leopold 
ran  the Congo as a par.ticularly'firUtali 
slave plantation. In typicallÿ'Victorian 
fashion, this flefdom was known as the 
Congo Free State) Casem ent, arriving _ 
as  B ritish  Consul looked around—not a 
.common practice for such officials—r

For the la s t decade, however. Case-
m ent’s d ia ries  have been, published 
and only the most d ie-hard of Case-
m ent’s ' “ defenders” Teenies the ir au- 

• thenticity. S o 'C asem ent’s ' p resen t 
b iographers must acknowledge his 
homosexuality, a nd in th is_ jnorere^_

a fa irly  minor part of the d ia ries. The 
bulk of them, and th e ir  m ost in te res t-
ing p art is a lively account of h is in-
vestigations in Africa andSouth A m er-
ica, and what he found there . I cannot 
believe any thinking, m oral human 
being can read these without feeling a 
trem em dous adm iration for the ir au-
thor. 'Yet it was Just on the basis  of 
these “ Black D iaries” that Casem ent 
was characterized . as a m onster.

lightened age'TTar willing to forgive 
him for it, o r at least, admit that even 
if he was a pervert Jie did have some 
redeem ing qualities. To quote his 
m ost recen t biographer. Rene Mac-
Coll,'-’̂ ^Bu^lthough I feel certaiin that 

- Casem ent was homosexual, I do not 
se e  how th is fact has any d irec t re le -
vance to  h is  public life and aeWeve-,

The d iaries do .contain- descriptions 
of C asem ent’s sexual involvements In 
•Africa and South A m erica. Roger 
Casem ent made love to the meq gfthe 
Coogo and Peru, and because he was a 

.good man, his affection for individual. 
A fricans tmd IndiansJed toasym pathy

Casem ent’s homosexuality  was ebn^ 
nected  with his accom plishm ents In 
another way as well. To all outward 
appearances Sir Roger Casem ent was 
an exenyilary m em ber of the ru ling  
c la s s , and reaped all the benefits of

_fortune, power, and honor with Vdiich
' th is  c lass rew ards its m em bers. But 

he could turn his back on these rew ards 
because he knew that for him they w ere 
fa lse  and m eaningless. Thehonorand 

- p restige  he was given belonged to 'a  
. m ask he wore. He knew, as we shall 

sere, that as a homosexual the way h is 
p ee rs  would regard him  was as am on- 
s te r ,  he knew this long before the fact 
was brought home to him  and he saw 
h im self publically d iscredited . He 
knew who hew as. and he never  forgot, 
as we m usr not forget, that whatever, 
ro le  he played, whatever mask he 
wore, he truly belonged amongvthe 
ranks of the despised and disinherited. 
His courage and heroism  w asthehon- 

_ esty  with w hich 'ha /fa ted  his .identity 
and took his place among the oppressed 
He" is » h e ro  for us iiarause knowing of 
hilm ,can iteach us tit^acLJlierQica.lly.

June 29, 1970 Christopher Street F irst 
Anniversary ~ -f

they were there -  the pigs 
in New York- in L A .' in S.F.

bring dicks (they brough riot-sticks’ 
again) ’ _

we dldn?t celebrate the riot *c , -- 
we Celebrated the casual _
reach for freedom (it was

all too" apparent we were still 
oppressed) - ^

we were the most well guarded people 
that day r-_guardecL from liberty _ 

on this day we celebrated riot (becayse 
there was no freedom, there 

was no life) so there was 
only fire to see to— 
celebrate

Prometheus still bound 
bound to see the chains 
untied
freed to eat the-heart _ 
and soul of his oppressors 

and bringing heat .he brought life 
but for one short period “""r" 
only - I

the heat of life must rajjiain 
" but the heat of oppression 
'  bri tjve street's must 

be put out . ,
i told you to hold bricks and hands - 

as time goes. . .
_ guns and bricks c o m e . __

as time goes. . . 
only hands and organs 
will come

revolution how means community now 
Christopher Street meant 
we shall survive " 

we live on but “ the others” live 
on stronger 
their oppressive souls 
must die ? - _

no more Christopher Streets 
rio ts will not do 
only revolution can 
satisfy the hunger ■ ^
we all feel in our souls 

til victory - we are only water Sh3 
blood '

then and then only are we the 
bodies and'souls we 
claim '

Charles th thorp
..

c
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by Jim Stoll

strongly Jhat the, problem of 
homosexuality

Feeling strongl;
y in this societjfJKOuW be 

solved if individutds—-particularly
those ^in professional positions------
“ came out” and were up-front about
th ^ r  homosexuality. 1 spoke out about 
my own homosexuality. As a Unitarian 
m inister with full niinisterlar stand-
ing, I delivered a ta lk^ t the Unitarian 
COiltinental College Conference in Co-
lorado last September, discussing my 
l iomosexuality  openly. It was aTgood 
experience: the people there were very 
receptive and supportive.

However, on 1 October 1969, t  r e
ceived a letter ^-onna denominational 
official advising me that, since I had 
chosen to speak of my homosexuality 

"T openly, it would be Impossible for me 
to find any church which would accept 
me as a m inister. He further stated 

y that the denomination would prefer if 
I so u ^ t other employment. Despite
my attempts at communication on the 
subject, -no .further correspondence 
was forthcoming from the denomina-

tio n  until April, when I received a 
letter stating that I was being dropped 
from' full m ini^erial stabm because 
of my failure”to~seiek a church, l  had

 \
been s eeking â  ohuroh, because
resigned my previous'« ministry
seven years and had a six month^

».[

sabbatical leave', which ended just 
prior to my talk in Colorado. I did 
wish to have a church and was follow-
ing all usual procediires to obtain 
one again.

In December, I and a number of 
friends decided to present a resolu-
tion 4o the- Unitagclan _Universalist 
Association, calling, for an end to 
discrimination' against hpmosexuals 
and bisexuals, both in the society 
generally and in the Unitarian church 
in particular. - _ Ej^ugh Unitarian 
groups across the country affirmed 
this resolutioh so that it was sub-
mitted for voting to all Unitarian 
congregations in the spring;' twelve 
other resolutions were submitted at 
the eame -time covering All sorts of 
issues. . The congregations were to 
select the six resolutions important 
enough for-^discussion and voting by ' 
the General Assembly of the UUA to 
be held in Seattle in June. CXii*. reso-
lution came in last and was eliminated 
from consideration.'

Meanwhile, it became a “ cause 
' celebre” 7' The iJhitarlah high school, 
and college organizations across the 
country had taken this resolution and 
one calling for legalization of m ari- * 
Juana as “ their”  resolutions. Also,
I had become widely known for my 
stand and had done considerable pub-
lic sp'eaking across the country.

About 300 “ freaks” showed up at the 
Unitarian General Assembly iir^a ttle  
and Involved themselves in dialdgue 
with the 1200 delegates from all over 
the continent. It 'was an exciting 
event with considerable publicity. 
were looked upenr^md were, the radi-
cals; most of our group were under 23 
years of age, ahd maybe 50 of us older 

, freaks. We were involved in many 
events of the week-long assembly 
including sponsoring a really fine rock 
concert with Big ^'Brother and the 

"-Holding Company.

- Î
r .

n m a 'n iT a K n n g GAY SWITCHBOARO
3AY LIBERATION OF SAN FRANCIS-
CO. KMMts Sundays, 8;30. p.m^, 330 
G rore St., 'San Francisco. Call 626- 
9557.

SAN JOSE GAY LIBERATION m eets 
Wednesday, 7:30 p .m ., San Jose Cafe-
te ria . Call 251-5666.

A i-olunin ior tbings nut involving 
money. IhingH free , und unhouncc- 
m ents.
Guy Switchlioucd: (415) 84376982.

GXY WOMjÇNS'LlBERA'TiON m eets 
both in San F rancisco  and Berkeley. 
Call 848-3502 ii^  Berkeley, 285-2314
in San F rancisco? ! , >__
BERKELEY GAY LIBERATION m eets 
on Mondays, 8 p .m . Call 843-698'2 for

year. 'Contact C harles Thorp, 2729B 
Culiforniu St.. San Kranctsoo.*

-1

Muilfiig address:'P'.U."’ 
kelcy. 94704. - '
S treet uddresK: 2490 Chunnin^' ’’oom 

•214. Bcr|teley- 94704. _ _

f'.events

GAY STUDENTS UNION m eets during 
school year at University of California 
Berkeley, call 653-9350.

S .I.K. (Su<dpty fur li^ividual Rights) 
has chnpKTbusincS&T^cUngs us well 

V h  Ju^fnis and meetings o|)en_lî). the 
|V ^<- i>( SIR C enter. 83-6ih St.. Stin' 
l•■ram•iK«•̂ •. f a l l  781-1570. '  ‘ '

Guy and struight eonimiitiitie.s a re  
encouragtKl to c rea te , niake kiujwn 
to  US. niakc availahle ]olis far Uàys
who lose jotw through )ol) dóicHni- 

. ination, fu|  ̂ Guys into the gay lilier-

XANADU THEATER (Street theater) 
will be at University Lutheran Chapel 
at College and Haste' in Berkeley, at
8 p.m .: 14 August. Everyone welcome.
it’s  free.

COUNC 
II()M()Si:x

•|1_J)N Ith>HitON 
iE S tV lL /^ l l  776-1

A N D  T H E  
G3O0.

ation movement who net'd «vock to 
cu rry  on with th e ir  work of IiItera-
tion o r  who cannot get work for Ite- 
ing too out front, and- lor Gays on the 
stree ts^  who 
establlm m ent work.

-.--trapm ent at Mucy’s . ..
Will include a skit on en- 

a t r lp .

sürvrvä
Mctro|K)Iitan ()omm unily. f  harch in 
S.F. had som e lislings.

Radical C hristians including Commits 
tee^of Concern for Homosexuals month 
Iv meal, rap  and celebration on Friday 
28 August at .6:30 p.m . University 
Lutheran Chapel. Bring food, XSays 
and other rad icals . Bring'your lover 
(but don’t fuck on the altar).

Ä U m T lü L
s:i'.\Y f.\L M . Think before you speak.
NEVER RESIST IWStC.ALLY. ' Say It in words. 
IXIN'T T.M.K. Except to  g^ve your nam e, address 

-4ind age. and if you happen-to-be in.un unusual-p lace  
at an unusual hour, you should explain your presence.

S:iy ytm will answer no m ore questions until your 
attorney arriv es , o r if you can’t afford one, until you 

arC 'provided 'a free attorney. Yflu are ' not required  
to  provide your occupation or place of employment. 

Yt)V H.WE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT AT-.ALL 
TIMES. I
NOTE THE NAMES AND B.ADGE' NTMBERS OF THE 
O F^C ER S. Remember them and write them down' as 

soon as possible. t—
If the .officer is not in uniform , you a re  entitled to  see 

. hls'ldentlfication.
B. IF THEY WANT TO SEARCH you. your cu r o r your 

house, whether o r not you have anything to hide, say loud 
enough for any'people In the area to hear you: “ Where 
is your search  w a rra n t? ’ “ You don’t have m y perm ls- 

:— aton tf» «»■»■‘Chi’’ “ A\'hat a re  you looking for ? ’ -

19-ycar old Gay lx>y n e ^ s  fyll tim e

10-kcy adding m achine. Brian Chaves, 
2729B Callforniu. SF. 94115. Also 
wants incx|>cnsiVC u p rit^ t grand pianol

Roger Gceen gives self-defense 
"H aSses on Mondays at 7:30 p.m, at 

330'Grove St,.'.San Francisco.'

Tyi>cwrltcr. filing cabinets, office 
supplies. National Student GLF Con-
ference. Chairman. C harles' Thorp. 

, 2729B California. Sun Fruncls.co.

Gay 14b dance at 330 Grove St., San 
F rancisco, on August 29.

Nude rock ' dance at 330 Grove St. 
San Francisco on .Augusf 22. __

Gay Coffeehouse In Berkeley' nfeeds 
everything from  soup to nuts.- esp. 
office supplies.' tools, cooking uten-
s ils . food and money for rent.. Gay 
Coffeehouse. 2516 Regent. Berkeley. 
845-9017

People, Finergy to  convert space at 
330 Grove St. to a Coffeehouse., Lots

C. IF THEY ARREST YOU:
i .  T ell them ’you' want to know the charge, as  required

by Penal Code section 841. . __• j  .  •
Yell your name and age to  l)ystanders and tèli them to 
contact the Gay Switchlward o r Gay L llieration Front 

immediately. . , ' -
Ycai have the right to make two completed telephone 
cu lls at your own expense at the station within 3 hours 
of your, a r re s t , one to your utlbrnéy,' ertiploy.i:r o r I'elu- 

Uve.'und the other to  a IkUI lK>ndsimiri as rccgiired liy 
Penal Codo'section 851.5. Always c a rry  two dimes 

with you. '
If you arc  lioeked. On misdemeanor charges. I>ail is 

automatically se t and may ito ]>ostc(l a t the station. 
If it is a felony charge, Ik iR will not l>e se t until your 

urruignmexit in court (unless your lx>ndsmun o r a tto r-
ney runs a writ to se t ImiR). ^

of space, ljut needs work. »73top liy or 
come to m eetings th e re  Sunday nights 
at 8 p.mi.%.

announce�
ments

This newspaper needs office supplies, 
especially an IBM executive or se lec- 
tr lc  typewTlter o r use of sam e. Call 
843-6982. It.
Gay commune needs m atresses. Call 
525-7024. X ,

Gays and ptraights wanting to s ta r t  a 
radical- Christian collective for mutual 
support, celebration and .direct action 
to  8hakecG»e^churcheB til they fall— 
inbU g u erilla  theate r on Sundays— 
should contact ijlw Rankin at 843^ 
6982 o r 841-3657. ,

Sell this newspaper. Vendors pay 
10^ a copy, se ll it for 25?, '  C ^ l  
843-6982.

On the last day of the assembly, I 
was allowed to speak to the delegates . 
—the first non-delegate ever allowed 
to do so. — r  was not a delegate by 
choice. . .1 wish to identify~ihyself' 
with the m’aiiy7“inany people who are^‘ 
not only disenfranchised in this soci-
ety, hut in our churches as well. T he\ 
result of my talk was that the two re -
solutions were voted onto the floor of 
the assembly for consideration (vbich 
required a 2/3 positive votefi^ When 
the resolutions were discussed, I was 
allowed to' bpeak "once“m ore' and re -
ceived a strong ovation from the dele-
gates. We had donq our job well, and 
both resolutions passed; the homosex-
uality resolution won by about 70% and 
the miarijuana resolution won by about 
68% of those voting.

My personal situation is less clear. 
Our resolution specifically calls for 
special efforf bn the part of the UUA. 
to help homosexuals and particularly 
to help them to find employment if_ 
theynffre Unitarian minisTers or other 
denominational workers. As you might 
im ^ in e , I have not been overwhelmed 
with offers of churches or help by the 
UUA and am cons'equently working 
again in behavioral research. I do 
intend to exert pressure on the UUA 
to see to it that the provisions of the 
resolutipn are met in soihe way. . . 
that they DO something NOW!

Anyone reading this article who is 
both Unitarian and homosexual or 
bi^sexual could a d d r e s s a  letter to 
me at 207 Corbett Ave'., San Francisco. 
We do need to get it together now to 
pursue the work we have started.

5. If you a rc  not released onlwU.the police m ust take you 
to cou rt for arraignm ent within 48 hours of your a r re s t

(not rncludihgTiolidays“0r  weekends) as  required  l:y
Penal- Code section 825. Don’t get txisted on Friday 

night. •
6. While in Jail, do no t'd iscuss your case with anyone

other than your attorney, including other p risoners, 
o r  take “ friendly’’ advice from officers. Pay no atten-
tion to prom ises and th rea ts  if you a re  questioned; the 

■police will say anything to get your confession.
7. Contact the Guy Switchboard or Gay Lilieration Front 

as soon as possible. -

Needed: 8 lbs. of coffee, people to man 
tables, cakes, p ies, and large quanti-
tie s  of any food which-'CSn be sold.' 
Cini SwRchTx)urd a t 843-6982.

GL.F-ConTmunity C enter Project is 
underway. Planning & long-range 
fund-raisij^g is l>cginning. To ebn- 
trilxite tim e, talent, money, furni-
tu re . equipment, contact done Kett- 
ncr at Switchlioard.

D. IF YOU WITNESS THE BUST OF A GAY SISTER OR 
BROTHER: ----

l..,T ell the arrested  person to  give you-his nam e and age, 
note the Imdge number and names of the a rresting ' 

officers', tim e of a r re s t ,  and remcmt»cr exactly what

-2 .
you saw. _
Get . names, a d d re sse s .’and_phone numiiers of other 

'  w itnesses, and report im m ^iate ly -to  the Gay Switch- 
Ixiard or Gay Lil)eratlon Frolnt. ’
Be careful that you do not physically in te rfe re  with thè 

a r re s t :  keep at least 25 feet away, in h e  police t h r e ^ n  
you for ol)8lructlng an officer, te l^ h c m  only physicuT 

interference Is unlawful. But don’t argue; the police
might a rre s t you anyway.-

EVERYTHING YOU SAY WE ARE WE ARE.

If you are Gay, this is your paper. Feel free to write us. 
Tell us what you think, about yourself, this paper, the world. 

.Submit articles, news, announcements, photographs, art, 
- poems. We are poor and need money to grow and blossom. 
■ If you can spare some of that,  ̂that would be good too. This 

paper is run by an editorial collective. You aré welcome to 
become a part of that collective. Make this paper your paper. 
Call us at (415) 843-6982. Write us at Box 4089, Berkeley, 
CA 94704.. , ____

IE YOU ARK A JUVENILE (under IB): '
1. Section C does not apply to  you. except for the right to. 

rem ain sRent. You should say you will not answer any
questions alxnil your case  until you have an attorney.

2. After yoù are  arrjasted and taken to the station, the
police may re lease  you, usually to your paren ts, or 

* sendyou to a fuvenlle hall (not an ucjult jail), depending 
on your record and the seriousness of the charge.

3. If you are  no t-released, the police must notify your
^ p a r e n t s  or guardians, as  required by W elfare and In-

stitutions Code section 627. ' • . ,
You do not have the right to phone caHs o r ball, 

A petition must be filfd against you In Juvenile court 
within 48 hours of your a r re s t (not inchidiTig holidays^ 

o r w^eekends) or you must be released, a s  required  "by 
W & I Code.section 631.

6. You m ust'be taken l>efore a Juvenile court for a deten-
tion hearing the-next day after the petitlop is  filed 

(not including holidays o r weekend^oV you rpust be 
released, as required  by W *.I Code section 632.

4.
5.

m i l  c K e t lC  -l-o
•The Gay .Switchl)oard .and th^^Gay Liberatloh Front CANNOT, 
provide you wittif-w* attorney. W'e can offer our bro thers and 

. s is te r s  legal information, ihelp to co-ordinate .your legal 
. ’ defense, and stand by you when necessary.

9crfcek<|
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TO MY SISTE^Ht

. We b e v i e ll ee id  it  in  our leaflets, to 
r'^Sur friends, in. our screiuna In t&e 

night: what we want is  equal, open, 
loving r e la t to n ^ p s  w here e a ^  
son oan see  the o ther a s  an individ-
ual human being no t  a  m em ber of 
som e m ythic group,, w here each p e r-
son lovea^and w ants the other instead 

.^6f needing h e r  .for som e quality h e  
does not h im self p o ssess . So whv 
when r affirm  all' th is , do ycu see  
m e’ with stran g e  ey es?  Why when I 
love my s is te r s  wholly do I make 
yotf uneasy ?  Why, If_ 1 talk of m v
feelings, do you look away o r . If 

•' you l is te n ,- a t- th e  end re lax  a s  if 
to  say: “ Well, I guess you had to  do 

'  th a t.. .i t 's  probably very  healthy that
__you brought your s e c re t out Into the

xipeh..;büt now tha t’s  over and we 
don’t  , thank God, have to  talk about 
it- anym ore.’’ And afte r that, ev'ery 
re m a rk  I m ake i s  f ilte red  through the 
label “ lesbian’’ .

We a l l  r e a liz e  h<>V te rr ib le  it is to 
be fragm ented a s  women a re  in  th is ' 
society , sp lit into ro le s , having s e c re t 

.iden tities, s p li t  m ind from  body. I 
.know th is . I could not stand being 
.to rn  t o -  p ieces try ing to  lo ie  with 
ihy body men who could not even 
h ea r my voice. And now you te ll 

.m e . th s t  I m ust do th is?  Now you 
te ll me my -body-ls to be an Organ-
izing tool, winning men away from  
th e ir  contempt of m e, a rew ard  for 
understanding an obscure point In our 
li te ra tu re ?  I may love my s is te r s  
with my mind and h ea rt, but my body 
belongs s ti l l  to  m en o r  to no oiw ?

you say  it  belongs to m e, Jbiil 
the love I ex p re ss  with it  m ust be 
lim ited, by ta o ir ' çP m nM ÎÆ ^ “ You 
may ’love’ your s is te r ...y o u  may not 
m ake love wltti h e r . If it rea lly  
can’t  be helped, we won’t  totally shut 
you out, but of co u rsé  you understand 
we can’t  have you speaking fo r wor 
m en’s liberation  anym ore...your feel-
ings a re  too uniquely your' o ^ ,  too 
persona l. In sh o rt, you a re  the se-
cond -c lass c itizens we need-to keep 
u s from  hitting bottom, to keep us 
from  oom pl^ely  losing  mén’s,iqip’̂ o~ ' 
v a l .. .you a re  our women, every move-
m ent needs som e so* that it can be 
po litica l.’’
. The irony of it a ll is  that I p ro -  

'*'^~baUv woidd never have discovered 
mÿ hom osexuality without women’s, 
liberation . You have helped to  c re a te  
what you now desp ise  o r  fear, the 
incarnation of the sisterhood -which 

-  was to be a lovely ideal, a se n ti-
m ent of pure girlhood. Why does my 
body, which you cla im  should not be 
alienated from  m e, make my love for 

^  my s is te rs  suddenly som ething,fur-
tive, som ething low er, something wh- 
ip h ;is  somehow wrong? Would that be 

' too much of a  separation  from  s tr a -
ight society, from  m en? Buj^weren’t  
th ese  the questions we asked ourselves 
■ when we f irs t thought of a woman’s 

movement and we w ere afraid  of tak-
ing ourselves, our feelings, our op-
p ression  se rio u s ly ” Or do you think 
that 1 will attack o r seduce yoii, 
that loving other women somehow 

- m a k e s  me a ,m a n - o r  one of those 
'  “ oversexed niggers and queers’,’..?

The a'ccusation of being a movement 
of lesb ians will a lways  be powerful 
if we (Ctmcot say, “ Being a. lesbtah 
is good.’’ Nothing short of that will

that they only wanted a p a rticu la r  one 
of my ro le s . But I had le u n e d : 
Men a re  people too. If you wish them 
to be honest, love them as friends. 
Wow, had J  learned. I was honest 
and loving*' and I was rapidly being 
to rn jn to  sh reds.

After a ''couple of m onths' of th is  I 
was'beginning to believe that celibacy 
forever was the only thing that would 
save w hatever was of m e, which 
was not much, .Ansq^en I found my-
self loving another woman. And 1 
was .sca red , so scayed that I mi{d>t 
have sa id  nothing if she had not 
let me know she loved m e. What 
I was afra id  of was not social o s tra -
cism  o r the power of the name 
lesbian, because I already thought’̂ , 
homosexuality was necessary  to  our 
liberation. 1 was simply^ a fra id  ̂ o  
find out that this too was a fraud and 
be left with nothing. -But somehow 
my love was g rea ter than my fear.
I was clum sy and Ignorant of how to 

. make love to  another woman, but the 
f irs t tim e we "Btept together I did 
not mind being these things. I had 
n ev e r felt so  completely .Joyous. I 
was one individual whole person  and 
she was a different individual. whole 
person and we were loving without 

•trying to obliterate that integrity 
through possession  or control. I was 
no longer a» « u ts id eo t» erv er w a f e h ^  
my body go through the m otions. My 
mind was with my body was with my 
heart.

I've learned  so many things froffi 
my loving. I’ve learned that mutual

suffice as an answer;
This w asn't m eant to be totally bit-

te r ,  because at least some of how you 
feel, afte r all, I was b ro u ^ t up to' 
be a  heterosexual too. My m other 
never even . mentioned homosexuals 
until -the oUier day, when she spoke 
of them  the way the Sunday serm ons 

.u se d  to speak of lepers. -I„did 
even know they w eretjussto le-tm til 
I was in college. l i ( B r f ^ e m b e r  
the te rr ib le  desperatidh i felt when 
I began to re a lize  that I wasn’t  go-
ing to be able to  communicate with 
men. _ Mjr im m ediate reaction was 
to go out and .get screwed by the 
f ir s t  guy that cam e alo i^ . I worked 

..te rrib ly  hard on that relationship; 
Í  guess I felt it was my last chance. 
J -  ®?P-l*in®d m yself hour after hour, 
som etim es articu la tely , som etim es 
incoherenUy, but always wilh kindness 
and sweet reason . • I was driving 
m yself crazy try ing  to.love someone 
who wanted a Woman, not me. I 
began to avoid him, not-to be home 
afte r I had told him to come over, 
to sleep with him to shut him up, 
to be silent out of exhaustion, to  take 
tranqu ilizers and do yoga for hours to 
relax . And I couldn’t even see  how 
much m ore 1 hated him for making 
me hate anothe r  ' person.— Aftd i l l ' 
th is was afte r  I had been in Women’s  
L iberation for 9 o r 10 months. Before 
Women’s L iberation, Ihatfalways con-
veniently disappeared after a re la tive-
ly short- tinae-wlth a guy, as- soon as 

—L rea lized  that they couldn’t even see  
through the gam es I was playing or

tenderness and ' sensitivity  a re  not 
m yths. I’ve learned to be m ore éaél- 
ly áfféctíobate and <^pen with myself.

 ̂I  don't have to rh a tc r^ y s e lf  fo r the 
fact of being a  woman, fo r being the 
opposite o f  all 1 was taught tg^lsye 
and for being unable to  communicate 
with the people Pm  supposed to  love. 
Because I love another person , and 

. many other people who a re  women.
T  love these  people for who they >me 
and I can love them because they c u '  
see  me and hear me, as  Ic a n a e e  thein*' 
and ttesF  them . T don’t-have to  
to  keep from  hating men, because I 
don’t  hate Olem. I no longer have to  

t re se n t them  fo r my need of them and- 
I. 'u n  nouch f r e e r ^ b  s e e ' as
people Instead of torm entorsA overs, 
and ' most o f a ll. Judges of loy vali-
dity. Not having that p articu la r resen t-
ment gives me m ore strength  to  ffght 
against m ale suprem acy a a  an insti-
tution. A desperate need is  hostile, 
resen tfu l. It d rains our energy and 
keeps us from  knowing what we want. 
To want another person a s  a  Whole 
individual whom one likes' rid h er than 
tp need someone a s th e re p re sm ta tiv e  
of a  valuable group o r the possesso r 
of things one wishes one had, is  to 
affirm  se lf  love and to begin to  rea lly  
love other people. It a lso  m eans toat 
a s  men le a rn  they are  not needed for 
th e ir  m aleness, but Instead wanted •if 
and only if they a re  nice people, they 
micdit have to  learn  to be nice people.
If we s  weiar undying loyalty and heter-
osexuality, they may never learn . ' 
Poamr ‘ is not given up unless i t  is  
obviously hollow and self-destructive . 
As long as  women do not' accept a s  a 
're a l alternative, as k  re a l personal 
possib ility , the end of sexual, re la -
tionships -With men, that power is 

. s^engthened  and .we a re  trapped into 
negativism r Affirmation of a new 
rea lity  is  making that kind of power 
irre levant.' . ^.it is speaking in  new 

-v o ic e s , new words; it is  liberation 
from  the categories and myths we
It’s  're a lly  hard  to w rite process, 

because you ehd up .speaking of ends 
as  well as m eans and f o o  can sound 
rea lly  visionary . I k n ^ homosexual 
relationships can get m essed up by 
the dominant culture, by being re p re s -
sed, by playing man-and-woman. I 
have a thousand million hang ups left, 
but the iniportant thing is that I would 
have even m ore than that if 1 weren’t 
a lesbian. Wonoen’s L iberation needs ' 
lesbianism . Lesbians need women’s ' 
liberation. _We a re  all s is te rs .

My love for my B l i t e r .  for my 
s is te r s ,  was andáis good* and beauti-
ful. I don’t  see  bow U -can be ig ^  
nored if women are  to talk  about 
liberation. This does not mean we • 
all have to  leap into bed with each 
other, now- o r ever. It does mean ' 
we can’t make homosexuality the one 
thing we won’t talk about honestly.
It means we m ust really  accept such 
love as a  positive good, which I 
think we can do by dealing honestly 
with our feelings about it and each— 
other.. We can’t afford to *be afraid  _  
of^ these  feelings or of our s is te rs . 
Love,

Mary
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