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Teacher here says

- Berkeley schools
won't hire whites

By LARI BLUMENFELD
1.G Staff Writer

Al her adult life Beatrice Tobias has fought for

civil rights causes.

And now, she says, she is being denied a job—
for which she is eminently qualified—as a:school
teacher for the Berkeley public schools.

. Because she is white.

“Berkeley has always been an indicator today

of what will happen elsewhere tomorrow,"”

she said,

“‘and i this discriminiation continues against quali-
fie§-teachers because they are white, I foresee the
ent-of decent. puhlic-edacation.” :

:MISS JTOBIAS, who has
Yved here four years and
first applied for a teaching
job in 1870, is not the type to
ehrug off problem. She’s
{foyght too many battles as an .
activist in the cfvil rights
field — mostly on behalf of
blacks and women.

. The Jewish woman said she
again gppiled for a teaching

job in 1972 and followed up -

the . ggig}jcation with a per-
gonal appearance during-
which she met Dr. Richard

Negro asked for an applica-
tion, the black applicant was
handed an application with
great aplomb, she said.
“Discrimination is discrimi-
nation,”” Miss Tobias said,
“and it should make no dif-
ference -what your calor or
sex as long as you qualify for
the job."”
... She said she was allowed ta.

~Zpply for ajob at Berkeley

‘High School

WALLY JOHNSON
wins his point

. Megsure 8
clarification
courf order

By STEVE DUSCHA
1.G Staff Writer

A superior court judge

‘has ordered. Berkeley offi-
where there cials to mail out a state-

Faster, superintendént of wete two openings for a biol ment to Berkeley voters

schoolg.

~He told-me-that “for utor—3g, " Gog irlerviewed by

hire 3 white teacher we must
show cause’,” Miss Tobias
gdid. .

In disbelief she sat in the
application office for some
time, and.this is -what she
said occurréd: When 8 Cau-
casian sought an application

as 3 teacher = from a—b}aekx;imed with two Orinetals, she

secrelary — the white was
told there were no.opetings.
CONVERSELY, when a

ogy-tedcher.

Principal Clifford Wong, she
said, and after the interview

© e felt just like blacks must

have felt 20 years ago in -the

south when they tried to

apply for jobs.”

., THE POSITIONS were

s21d, one with no feaching ex-

perience and the other with
(Turs to Page 2, Col. 3)

40 .correct L‘ambiguities”
in Measure Eight,
municipalization of Pa-

the

cific Gas and Electric

fatilities.
" Judge Robert L. Bostick

agreed with former May-
or_Wallace . Johnson and

five other local residents.

{Tary to Page 2, Col. 1)

Richmond
explosion
hurts 9

By CATHY SCHUTZ
I-G Staff Writer

RICHMOND — A series of
massive explosions and fires
at the M and T Chemical Co.
piant in North Richmond
shattered the pre-dawn
stillness today, sending balls
of flame and columns of
black smoke high into the
sky.

Nine people, none-of ttrem
employes of the chemical

. plant, were taken to Brook-
" side Hospital in San Pablo for

treatment after the 4:27 a.m.
blast. The explosions were
heard as far away as Red-
wood City and northern Napa
County. ) o

ONE WOMAN, Beity
Mason of 155 Parr Blvd. near
the site of the explosion,
required ‘minor surgery this
morning.

The other injured were all
in homes surrounding the
chemical plant, They were
being treated for lacerations
and bruises caused by the
debris. flying from the explod-
ing plant.

Fire units from San Pablo
and Richmond were on the

steme—to contatnr “the—blazes—

which were fed ‘from the
plasticg and chemicals used
at the plant.

FIRE OFRICIALS said
they were unable fo prevent
the several fires from virtual-
ly destroying the series of
one-story buildings and sheds
at the chemical piant. “The
firefighting plan was to keep

{Tura to Page 2, Eol. 1)
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