
ierkeiey s ynder-edycated'^ blacks
By AUGUST MAGGY 

I-G Staff Writer 
A high-ranking Berke

ley schools official has is
sued a report asking that 
steps be taken to ‘'stop 
under - educating and 
wiping out black students 
during the 13 years that we 
have power over tSieir educa- 
uon.”

Harrier; G. Jenkins, assis
tant schools superiniendem m 
charge of instruction, has 
provided cbe school district^'' 
with alar^gthy seta! 16 rec- 
ommencrations, which 
calls TninimaL’’

In delivering the report to 
the school board last night, 
she also expressed extreme 
doubts that schools personnel 
would heartily attempt to 
implement the recommen- 
dation.1.

“WHAT TM trying to say 
is that there seems to be al
most universal acceptance of 
the diinnal status-qou.” Mrs. 
Jenkins said.

■'Black parents beseech and 
wail at the board, and some 
of our staff move. But there 
are more who do nothing di!- 
ferently than there are of 

-those who change," she said
She likened the "net re

sult" to that of a "sleeping 
giant twitching m spots as

though responding to an an
noying mosquito,”

“The saddest part of all is 
that the professional staff, 
particularly our teachers, 
should have been hammering 
on the board's ear with their 
recommendations about what 
is needed and what will help 
black students learn," com
mented Mrs. Jenkins, who is 
black.

Her report will be circulat
ed throughout the school dis
trict for evaluation. 'An up
dated report is expected at 
the second school board 
meeting in May.

Concern over black stu- 
demts not achieving as well 
as other students has been

mounting eteadlly for months 
and came to a head several 
weeks ago when tests showed 
that blacks here failed to 
reach national norms in basic 
skills.

MRS. JENKINS* report Is 
specifically in response to a 
detailed list of recommen
dations by a group call®! 
Black Parents for Education, 
w^hich presented its concerns 
at a Feb. 20 board meeting.

Mrs. Jenkins’ recommen
dations, dra'wn from those by 
the black group, the Master 
Plan Committee and staff 
personnel, generally call for 
more Input from parents, 
more output from tubers,

heavy emphasis on the aca
demic needs of black stu
dents, and much more com
munication among those in
volved in the school system.

In other action last night, 
the school board heard a few 
parting shots from outgoing 
member Samuel Markowitz, 
who did not run for reelec
tion.

HE ISSUED seven chal
lenges to the new board:

"1. The 'selection of the 
highest quaUty staff.

“2. CriUcal evaluation of 
the alternative schools.

“3. High expectations—ex
cellence rather than accept- 

(Tum to Page 2, Col. 3)

Vegetai
system

Two public services 
signed to help Berkeley 
dents living in the fire haz; 
hill area will be launched 
weekend of April 28. Berke 
Fire Chief Robert H. Kcari 
announced today.

A dump site has been 
tablished to receive combu 
ble vegetatitm. and vegetal 
will be hauled a-way fr 
residences on weekends 
ginning the same date.
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