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Weather Critique 
Of School Strike

by Avis Worthington

When Osawatomie, the Weather Underground publication, came 
out this winter it devoted -many pages to local issues -- New York 
City an.d the bankers' ripoff, cutbacks in Massachusetts -- and the 
Berkeley teachers' strike. It looks like lots of the struggles of the 
Seventies will be fought just around the corner from wherever you 
are.

The Berkeley article .shows a lot of knowledge of the district and 
includes carefully thought-out criticism of the strike as a radical 
movement. Chief among the strike's defects were teachers' insensi- 
tivity to the needs and desires of Third World communities, a lack 
of solidarity with lower paid, non-professional workers in the dis­ 
trict and a failure to make contact with parents and show a concern 
for educational needs.

"Sometimes teachers pass Third World students on to the next 
grade without having taught them the material, thereby institution­ 
alizing a system of non-education," Osawatomie writes. "For these 
reasons there is a lot of mistrust between black and other Third 
World parents and the teachers; parents were not inclined to support 
the teachers' demands. In addition, many Third World parents were 
afraid that if the teachers won, the money to pay their wages would 
come from the special school programs they had struggled for. They 
also feared that if the board had to lay off teachers after the strike, 
it would be the more recently hired Third World teachers.

"Early on, some teachers proposed that the Board raise the funds 
to make up the 71/2 percent wage cut by eliminating the ethnic 
studies program," the writer adds.

Osawatomie felt that gains had been made towards the end of the 
strike in unity between par ;nts and teachers, but some of the organ­ 
izational efforts towards this end have faded away since the strike. 
Berkeley Citizens' Action (BCA) has an ongoing education committee 
that parents, teachers and non-teaching "classified" school workers 
have attended. City council member Ying Kelley, a teacher herself, 
is a member.

Anyone who wants more information about this effort to build a 
progressive school community can call Luane Rogers, 845-3829, 
for information.

Counter to the claim made by Osawatomie, my experience has 
shown decreasing support for the teachers among classified employees.

Osawatomie mentioned that Albert Shanker, head of the American 
Federation of Teachers, was not made welcome here during the 
strike, chiefly because of his reputation as a racist. Shanker, the 
Weather Underground says, supported the War in Vietnam, is a 
red-baiter, supports unlimited arms to Israel, attacked community 
control of schools by New York blacks and Puerto Rican communi­ 
ties and sold out teachers by accepting layoffs of chiefly Third 
World teachers in last fall's New York teachers' strike.

The Berkeley Federation of Teachers (BFT) and the Berkeley 
Teachers Association (BTA) are now locked in a struggle to control 
the district when collective bargaining comes in April. Julie Kennedy 
of BTA has publicly said that she envisions the future of teachers' 
organization as being something like the elite and powerful American 
Medical Association. "

BTA, however, is losing ground in Berkeley and BFT is picking 
up members. There is potential progressive leadership in BFT. As 
a labor organization, despite Shanker, AFT could unite teachers 
into ij group that has connections with the rest of the working class. 
These organizational skirmishes are being fought all over the 
country.

But Osawatomie made no analysis of school finance --a shoe 
that's pinching school districts all over California. Nor did its wri­ 
ters question whether striking at the local level when a district is 
losing funds was a good move. The Weather article was written 
before a fact finding committee had verified that there was indeed 
little more to be offered teachers than the district was already 
offering.

Meanwhile, the enigma sits in the governor's chair telling us all 
to tighten our belts. That must sound good to over-burdened tax­ 
payers tired of supporting elitist bureaucracies. But the message 
seems to be going out that there will be no more cheap culture for 
the poor; fewer books in public libraries, fewer macrame (a par­ 
ticular hate object of the governor) classes that impoverished 
elderly or singleheadsof households can enjoy at adult schools; and no
educational "frills" for kids whose parents can't pay for them.

* * *
SB 90, the bill that is keeping the lid on school taxes in these 

days of inflation and declining state support, was passed because 
of a progressive court decision -- the Serrano decision. This State 
Supreme Court decision said that children have a constitutional right 
to equal educational opportunity whether they live in a rich or a poor 
district. It also challenged the concept of school support by means 
of property tax.

Serrano will be heard again before the Supreme Court some time 
this spring to consider additional issues.

John Coons, Berkeley lawyer who argued Serrano the first time, 
told the Barb that SB 90 hadn't done what it was designed to do -- 
equalize financial support for education. He called it "very chaotic 
and unfair."

I asked Coons if any new attempt by the legislature to make school 
finances comply with the intent of Serrano might threaten local 
control of schools.

"It's like any other opening up -- it could go either way," he said, 
but added that he thought the political signs were favorable toward 
resisting "monopolistic tendencies."

"Serrano is ambiguous on the question of local control," he said.
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Krassner Asks:

Was The Candy Bomb Caper 
A Hype For The SF. Giants ?

by Paul Krassner

This is an open letter to the 
New World Liberation Front. 
Dear NWLF,

As you may know, last week­ 
end San Francisco Board of Sup­ 
ervisors president Quentin Kopp 
and Supervisor John Barbagelata 
each received in the mail a box 
of candy containing a bomb. They 
did not explode, except into the 
media.

Although your organization has 
not taken credit for the action, 
the name of NWLF has become 
associated with it, even if only 
for not taking credit for the ac­ 
tion. Here's how the two San

health clinics for poor neighbor­ 
hoods and better health care for 
county jail inmates, has not 
claimed responsibility for the 
bombs."

The AM all-news radio sta­ 
tion, KCBS, in an unintentionally 
sexist slur, called you madmen 
who were supposed to be the 
spiritual successor to the Sym- 
bionese Liberation Army.

The FM rock station, KSAN, 
pointed out on a newscast that 
if you-all were indeed respon­ 
sible, it signified a change in 
the NWLF principle of not en­ 
dangering the lives or safety of 
people.

Hardly anybody explained that

Francisco dailies bring about 
that connection:

The Chronicle: "No messages 
accompanied the devices, but 
yesterday local newspapers and 
radio and television stations re­ 
ceived copies of an *Open Letter 
to the Board of Supervisors,' 
ostensibly from the New World 
Liberation Front. The terrorist 
organization did not claim res­ 
ponsibility for sendingthe bombs, 
but reiterated frequently expres­ 
sed demands for improved health 
care at the county jail."

The Examiner: "There was 
immediate speculation by both 
police and the bombs' recipients 
that the underground terrorist 
group, the New World Liberation 
Front, was responsible for the 
attempted assassinations. The 
same day the bombs were mailed, 
the NWLF sent yet anotherthinly 
veiled death threat to all super­ 
visors that demanded 'adequate' *, 
health care for poor people.. ,/k 
But thfp underground group, which '  
has*/previously demanded free
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your communique emphasized a 
specific time limit: "You have 
48 hours to answer and move on 
this just and humane medical 
issue." It has obviously been 
assumed that you had in mind 
the mailing of those bombs to 
the Supervisors' homes unless 
they announced within that time 
a commitment to establish free 
health clinics.

In 1968, a few of us so-called 
Yippie leaders went to Chicago 
to go through the motions of 
trying to get a permit for people 
to sleep in the park; not every­ 
one coming to the convention 
could afford to stay in a hotel. 
A mayor's assistant asked, 
"What are you guys really plan­ 
ning to do here?"

"Did you see Wild in the 
Streets?" I asked in return, re­ 
ferring to a movie based on a 
story in Esquire, where LSD 
iwas put into the water supply.

"No," he replied, "but we've. 
;een Battle of Algiers." 
^That's where their heads wereQ

at already.
I've never forgotten a scene 

in that film, where a woman 
smuggles a bomb in and leaves 
it at a cafe. From her point of 
view, the camera slowly pans 
around at the faces of the people 
there, including children, as if 
she has no alternative but to 
blow them up with as much com­ 
passion as one is able to muster 
under the circumstances.

Has the NWLF reached such 
a stage?

If not, what was the purpose 
of a 48 hour time limit?

Was some other action planned 
but not carried out?

If the NWLF was behind the 
bomb-mailing, was the motiva­ 
tion merely to scare, ratherthan 
to kill?

Various media have received 
telephone calls saying that there 
was only half a stick of dynamite 
in the candy boxes, set not to 
explode when opened. Shades of 
Squeaky Fromme.

The Kopp and Barbagelata fam­ 
ilies have a dozen children among 
them. A couple of daughters play­ 
fully tossed the unopened package 
between them, but already noth­ 
ing had happened under the gen­ 
tle handling provided by the pos­ 
tal system. Even without an ex­ 
plosion, however, the propaganda 
mill was set into motion.

When the bomb went off in that 
LaGuardia airport locker, Ger­ 
ald Ford immediately labeled it 
the workofterrorists; FBI direc­ 
tor Clarence Kelly pinpointed it 
further by publicly suspecting 
leftwing terrorists; and the ori­ 
ginal Mad Bomber, George Me- 
tesky, asked whoever did it to 
please turn themselves in. Or 
at least state their demands. 
(Stronger lockers, maybe.)

In San Francisco, too, the as­ 
sociation with radicals has been 
made. The fear seeps a little 
deeper. Security guards get 
hired. Mail covers are conducted. 
And there has been no construc­ 
tive dialogue.

Quentin Kopp: "Say, I've been 
thinking, perhaps it would be a 
good idea to get those health cen­ 
ters going after all."

John Barbagelata: ""Yes, you're 
absolutely correct, I'll bring it 
up first thing at the next Board 
of Supervisors meeting."

Meanwhile, some San Francis­ 
co baseball team which was ori­ 
ginally a New York baseball team 
is in terrible danger of becoming 
a Toronto baseball team. Ahead- 
line in the Examiner announced: 
"Only a people's movement can 
save the Giants!"

Look, NWLF, you're supposed 
to be the cutting edge of the 
revolution. I share your goal of 
a classless society, but I wonder 
if your methods are effective. 
Consider the possibility that the 
candy bomb caper was in effect 
a hoax which may unfortunately 
divert revolutionary energy to 
the sports page. What can we do 
about that?

Love,


